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Over 200 Communities Affected by Flooding in 
Niger State, Over 2 Million People Displaced by 
Climate Disasters in Nigeria, More Financing 
Required Fight Climate Change Efficiently 
 
No fewer than 224 communities across approxi-
mately 15 Local Government Areas (LGAs) in Niger 
state have been displaced since the onset of heavy 
rainfall in this year’s rainy season. The acting direc-
tor-general of the Niger State Emergency Manage-
ment Agency (NSEMA), Mallam Salihu Garba, de-
clared that the flood situation has reached an 
alarming level. Many of the people have been 
forced to relocate from their original locations to 
higher grounds within the state. Some others have 
relocated to neighboring communities in Kogi and 
Kwara states. Remarkably, there have been no re-
ported casualties as a result of the flood disasters 
this year in Niger State. Adelowo Oladipo, Nigerian 
Tribune News (September 3rd) reports. 
 
International non-governmental organization 
Save the Children in a report stated that 2.4 million 
people in Nigeria were victims of internal displace-
ment in 2022. This makes it the overall highest 
number of internal displacements caused by cli-
mate disasters in sub-Saharan Africa that year. 
One such event leading to these numbers was 
flooding in Borno state and throughout other 
parts of Nigeria resulting in 854,000 displaced 
people, approximately 427,000 of them children. 
The organization announced an increase in chil-
dren displaced through climate-related events in 
sub-Saharan Africa from an estimated 1 million in 
2021 to 1.85 million in 2022. Vishna Shah, a direc-
tor with Save the Children, notes that the number 
of new internal displacements in the region has 
tripled from 2.6 million people in 2021 to around 
7.4 million in the following year. Deborah Bo-
dunde, The Cable News (September 5th) reports. 
 
Representing president Bola Tinubu at the Africa 
Climate Summit (ACS) 2023, the minister of state 
for environment and ecological management, 
Iziak Salako, has said that Nigeria required USD 
17.7 billion in annual investments in order to 
reach the country’s Nationally Determined Contri-
bution (NDC) pledges by 2030. Endorsing the Paris 
Agreement, NDCs are self-defined national cli-
mate efforts aiming to reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions and prepare for the effects of climate 
change. The independent global scientific analysis  
 
 
 
 

organization Climate Action Tracker has noted 
that the country requires further support in order 
to reach its conditional target of the 1.5°C warm-
ing limit. Tinubu expressed that the African conti-
nent has to receive more climate finance invest-
ments from the global community to achieve the 
set climate action goals. He further mentioned 
that the Nigerian energy transition plan is sup-
posed to advance climate action without imperil-
ing the economic and industrial sectors. Address-
ing world leaders at the ACS, Tinubu stated that 
climate efforts are imperative for his eight-point 
plan and could be advanced with Just Energy Tran-
sition Partnerships (JET-Ps). Abdulkareem Mojeed, 
Premium Times (September 5th) reports. 
 
 
Nigeria Considering BRICS AND G-20 Member-
ship, Indian Companies Pledge USD 14 Billion in 
Investments 
 
Special adviser to the president on media and 
publicity Ajuri Ngelale has debunked claims that 
Nigeria has joined the G-20 and BRICS, a grouping 
of the world economies of Brazil, Russia, India, 
China and South Africa. He stated that govern-
ment is making wide and extensive consultations, 
assessing the risks and benefits pursuing mem-
bership of the economic blocs. Ngelale pointed 
out that the considerations were not based on 
sentiment or emotion but on whether or not it will 
serve the national interests of Nigeria. However, 
Nigeria has been specially invited to take part in 
the G-20 summit in New Delhi by the host nation. 
Vanguard News (September 5th) reports. 
 
At the Nigeria-India presidential roundtable and 
conference in New Delhi, president Tinubu has 
promised investors good returns on investments 
in Nigeria. During the meeting, Indian investors 
pledged USD 14 billion in investments. Among 
these investments are companies from the chem-
ical industry, steel industry, energy production, 
arms as well as from the communication indus-
tries. Furthermore, Tinubu has commended the 
Indian investors and companies, while also en-
couraging other foreign businesses to invest in Ni-
geria. He reiterated that Nigeria was open for busi-
ness with innovative, capable and highly commit-
ted individuals in government who are ready to 
drive the largest economy in Africa to destiny. The 
Punch News (September 7th) reports. 
 
 

https://tribuneonlineng.com/niger-faces-alarming-flood-crisis-over-200-communities-displaced-across-15-lgas/
https://tribuneonlineng.com/niger-faces-alarming-flood-crisis-over-200-communities-displaced-across-15-lgas/
https://www.thecable.ng/report-427000-children-displaced-in-nigeria-due-to-climate-crisis-in-2022
https://www.premiumtimesng.com/news/top-news/619743-climate-summit-2023-nigeria-needs-17-7-billion-annually-to-meet-ndc-targets-tinubu.html
https://www.vanguardngr.com/2023/09/tinubu-studying-g-20-invitation-didnt-apply-to-join-brics-presidency/
https://punchng.com/14bn-new-investment-at-nigeria-india-roundtable-excites-tinubu/
https://punchng.com/14bn-new-investment-at-nigeria-india-roundtable-excites-tinubu/
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President Bola Tinubu Angles for 9 Month Tran-
sition Period in Niger While AU calls for Fresh 
Elections in Gabon, Tribunal Dismisses Peter 
Obi’s Petition Against the Election of President 
Bola Tinubu, Rejects Atiku Abubakar’s Allega-
tions Against Tinubu, Atiku Abubakar and Pe-
ter Obi Reject Judgement of the Presidential 
Election Petition Court, Nigerian Labour Con-
gress Ends Warning Strike 
 
President Bola Tinubu through his spokesperson 
Ajuri Ngelale has hinted he may support a nine-
month transition period in Niger rather than the 
return of power to the ousted president Mo-
hamed Bazoum. Tinubu noted that Nigeria, under 
General Abdulsalami Abubakar, instituted a nine-
month transition program in 1998 that proved 
successful, leading the country into a new era of 
democratic governance. Tinubu admitted he was 
under pressure to authorize military action in Ni-
ger against the coupists, saying he saw no reason 
why the model could not be replicated in Niger if 
the coup leaders are sincere. The junta in Niger 
had proposed a three-year transition that was re-
jected by ECOWAS which demands the reinstate-
ment of ousted president Bazoum. Shortly after 
the Nigerian coup, Gabonese soldiers ousted their 
president Ali Bongo and have since appointed a 
transitional leader. The African Union (AU) sus-
pended Gabon for removing the government with 
force and demanded “the immediate restoration 
of constitutional order through the conduct of 
free, fair, credible and transparent elections that 
would be observed by the AU Election Observer 
Mission and the concerned region”. The AU noted 
that it is important for member states to address 
the root causes of coups which are now returning 
to the continent. Chiamaka Okafor, Premium 
Times News (September 4th) reports. 
 
The presidential election petition court (PEPC) has 
dismissed the petition filed by Peter Obi of the La-
bour Party (LP) against the election of president 
Bola Tinubu. Justice Haruna Tsammani, who led 
the five-member panel of the PEPC, dismissed the 
petition on the grounds that it lacked merit, add-
ing that the petitioners failed to prove allegations 
made against the election. The petitioners had 
among other things faulted the Independent Na-
tional Electoral Commission’s (INEC) declaration of 
Tinubu as winner having not scored 25% of the 
lawful votes in the Federal Capital Territory (FCT) 
as required by electoral law. The tribunal held that 
the 1999 constitution provides that all citizens are 
equal and Abuja voters did not have more value 
than other voters in other states. Citing section 

299 of the constitution, the tribunal held that the 
“FCT is to be treated like any other state” and it is 
not superior or inferior to other states, adding that 
if the framers of the constitution had something 
different they would have gone ahead to make it a 
requirement. “Having resolved all three issues in 
favor of the respondents, the case of the petition-
ers is unmeritorious”, Tsammani held. Alex Enu-
mah, This Day News (September 6th) reports. 
 
In similar fashion, the allegations made by Atiku 
Abubakar, the presidential candidate of the Peo-
ples Democratic Party (PDP) against president 
Bola Tinubu of the All Progressives Congress (APC) 
have been dismissed by the presidential election 
petitions court (PEPC). Atiku alleged that Tinubu 
held undisclosed dual citizenship and had a drug-
related forfeiture in the United States making him 
an unqualified competitor for the presidential 
election. The court, in dismissing both claims, held 
that these grounds amounted to new issues not 
originally pleaded in their petition. The PEPC has 
rejected both allegations against Tinubu. Maryam 
Rabiu, Leadership News (September 6th) reports. 
 
The presidential candidate of the People’s Demo-
cratic Party (PDP), Atiku Abubakar, and his Labour 
Party (LP) counterpart, Peter Obi, both rejected 
Wednesday’s court judgement declaring Bola 
Tinubu as Nigeria’s duly elected president. They 
have vowed to appeal against the judgement of 
the presidential election petition court (PEPC) at 
the supreme court. The tribunal cited the inability 
of Atiku and Obi to prove the substance of their 
respective cases. The national publicity secretary 
of the Labour Party, Obiora Ifoh, said the judge-
ment did not reflect the law and the desire of the 
people. Addressing journalists shortly after the 
verdict, Atiku’s lead lawyer, Chris Uche, a Senior 
Advocate of Nigeria (SAN), said he had already got 
his client’s instruction to appeal the decision to the 
supreme court. Meanwhile, vice-president Kashim 
Shettima described the court’s decision as the tri-
umph of democracy. Shettima, who was in court 
throughout, lauded the judiciary for upholding 
constitutional democracy. He also expressed pres-
ident Bola Tinubu’s joy over the outcome of the 
petitions. Bakare Majeed and Ameh Ejekwonyilo, 
Premium Times News (September 7th) report. 
 
On Wednesday, the Nigerian Labour Congress 
(NLC) ended their two-day strike over fuel subsidy 
removal and the harsh economic policies of presi-
dent Bola Tinubu. NLC national president Joe 
Ajaero expressed gratitude for the support of its 
members and affiliate unions in the warning 

https://www.premiumtimesng.com/news/top-news/619488-tinubu-wants-9-month-transition-in-niger-as-au-calls-for-fresh-elections-in-gabon.html
https://www.premiumtimesng.com/news/top-news/619488-tinubu-wants-9-month-transition-in-niger-as-au-calls-for-fresh-elections-in-gabon.html
https://www.thisdaylive.com/index.php/2023/09/06/breaking-tribunal-dismisses-obis-petition-against-tinubu-says-25-vote-in-fct-not-required-for-declaration-of-president
https://leadership.ng/tribunal-dismisses-atikus-dual-citizenship-drug-conviction-allegations-against-tinubu/
https://www.premiumtimesng.com/news/top-news/620076-labour-party-obi-atiku-reject-presidential-courts-judgement-head-to-supreme-court.html
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strike, describing it as a “show of undaunted and 
resilient commitment to defend Nigerian workers 
and citizens against man-made economic hard-
ship”. He further stated that the goals set at the 
National Executive Council (NEC) meeting before 
the strike were within reach. Ajaero announced 
that the workers will be compelled to embark on 
an indefinite nationwide strike should the govern-
ment fail to respond to their demands. Sahara Re-
porters (September 6th) reports. 
 
 
Insecurity: Gunmen Abduct Passengers On 
Abuja-Lokoja Road, 83 Health Workers Ab-
ducted and 16 Killed in Katsina  
 
On August 31, two commercial buses were am-
bushed along the Abuja-Lokoja highway near Och-
onyi village. Gunmen shot at the tires and pro-
ceeded to abduct the passengers. Shedrack Jona-
than, a victim of the incident, managed to escape 

the perpetrators by foot and ran to a nearby vil-
lage where he reported the events to a vigilante 
group. He later recounted that the vigilantes were 
searching the area for the kidnapped victims. De-
spite there being a checkpoint near the location of 
the ambush, police did not operate at the time of 
the incident. Abubakar Sadiq Isah, Daily Trust 
News (September 4th) reports. 
 
The state chairman of the Medical and Health 
Workers Union of Nigeria (MHWUN), Mannir Mo-
hammed Suleiman, has revealed that terrorists in 
Katsina state have abducted 83 health workers, re-
leased 65 of them after ransom payments and 
killed 16 of the workers between 2015 and 2023. 
Additionally, one of the kidnapped health workers 
has been missing for four years. Suleiman has 
stated that the government had to increase sup-
port for the health care sector and address the se-
curity issues in the state. Francis Sardauna, This 
Day (September 7th) reports.
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https://saharareporters.com/2023/09/06/nigeria-labour-congress-officially-ends-warning-strike-directs-affiliate-unions-prepare
https://dailytrust.com/gunmen-open-fire-on-buses-abduct-passengers-on-abuja-lokoja-road/
https://dailytrust.com/gunmen-open-fire-on-buses-abduct-passengers-on-abuja-lokoja-road/
https://www.thisdaylive.com/index.php/2023/09/07/terrorists-abduct-83-health-workers-kill-16-in-katsina-in-eight-years
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