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Introduction

In 2016, the European Union’s (EU) Global Strategy recognised the economic, political, and security
implications of connectivity, and emphasised the need for greater engagement with Asia in this regard. (1)
Two years later, the European Commission unveiled a EU-Asia connectivity strategy, which was seen by many
as the EU's institutional response to China's Belt and Road Initiative. (2) The EU has moved forward in
launching concrete connectivity initiatives with Asian countries, most notably establishing a formal
partnership with Japan and furthering negotiations with the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN)
in this regard. (3) It is therefore timely to consider other countries’ approach to the topic so as to identify
areas of cooperation and complementarity. This policy brief outlines the way in which the EU and Australia
conceptualise and translate connectivity into practice, explores the differences and synergies between their
strategies, and places the debate into the broader context of the upcoming European Indo-Pacific strategy.
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The 2018 EU-Asia connectivity strategy:

connectivity ‘the European way’

On the 19th of September 2018, the European Commission and the High Representative of the Union for
Foreign Affairs and Security Policy adopted a Joint Communication outlining the EU's vision for connecting
Europe and Asia. (4

The European Commission defines connectivity as networks, including:

e Transport networks, encompassing air, land and sea links.

¢ Digital networks, from cables to satellites.

e Energy networks, including resources (e.g. gas), infrastructure (e.g. electricity grids, pipelines),
and energy efficiency.

e People-to-people networks, such as cooperation in the fields of education, research and innovation, as
well as travel and tourism. (5)

Enhancing connectivity is presented as essential to further cooperation between the two regions and to
unlock opportunities for economic growth, job creation, productivity and competitiveness, and cross-border
movement of goods, services, capital and people.

The Joint Communication outlines an approach to connectivity that is:

1. Sustainable: financially viable, environmentally responsible, and socially inclusive.

2. Comprehensive: encompassing all types of networks (transport, digital, energy, human-centric)
and exploring synergies between them.

3. Rules-based: incorporating internationally agreed practices, rules, conventions and
technical standards to ensure interoperability, openness and transparency, and a level playing field.

The Joint Communication sets out a three-pronged strategy to promote and improve connectivity:
1. Building efficient connections through priority transport corridors, digital links, and energy cooperation.
2. Establishing international partnerships that are sustainable, open, inclusive and rules-based.

3. Addressing investment gaps through new EU financing, partnerships with public and private finance
institutions, and initiatives that ensure a level playing field for businesses.
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Current examples of connectivity projects and partnerships include:

e The Partnership on Sustainable Connectivity and Quality Infrastructure between the EU and Japan, which
outlines the principles, themes and methods for increased cooperation on connectivity (both on a
bilateral basis and with third countries).

¢ The Indicative TEN-T Investment Action Plan, which plans for the construction of 4,800 kilometres of road
and rail, six ports, and eleven logistics centres across Eastern Europe by 2030.

e The EU-funded Research & Education Networks that connect researchers and students across Europe and
Asia, with a budget of €60.5 million for 2015-2025. (6)

Competing with China? Connectivity projects as soft power tools

Through initiatives such as the EU-Japan Partnership on Sustainable Connectivity and Quality Infrastructure
launched in 2019, the EU hopes to contribute to addressing the infrastructure gap in Asia, which is estimated
to amount to US$26 trillion by 2030. (7) By emphasising sustainability, high governance standards and a level
playing field, the EU aims to provide an alternative to the Chinese model of infrastructure development.
Whilst the European Commission has emphasised the need to collaborate with China to make sure the
European connectivity strategy and the Chinese Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) are interoperable, it is clear
that the strategy is a direct response to - and is in competition with - the BRI. (8) The EU has labelled China
as a “systemic rival promoting alternative models of governance” and requiring a “pragmatic whole-of-EU
approach enabling a principled defence of interests and values”. (9) The connectivity strategy can be seen as
one element of such an approach. Therefore, in continuity with Ursula von der Leyen’s announcement that
the European Commission will be a “geopolitical one” under her lead, the EU’s connectivity strategy can be
understood as a soft power tool promoting a particular vision of global order based on rules and
standards of good governance, fair competition, and sustainable development. This can be seen in Jyrki
Katainen's (70) comments about the strategy: “We want to work with our Asian partners to improve
connections between Europe and Asia, while bringing our values and approach in doing so”. (11)

That being said, the EU is aware of the need to engage and cooperate with China, given the latter’s financial
resources and political will when it comes to promoting connectivity in Eurasia. The EU does not - and
cannot - aspire to supply an equivalent to China’s BRI, but rather strives to promote a standard-raising
agenda to secure its own and its partners' interests. (12)
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Australia’s connectivity strategy

for the Indo-Pacific

Australia has committed AUD$1.44 billion in development assistance to Indo-Pacific partner countries for
2020-2021, with the aim of helping its neighbours achieve critical goals including climate and disaster
resilience, sustained economic growth, and a healthy, educated and inclusive population. These investments
are guided by Australia’s Pacific Step-up strategy, which was first announced at the 2016 Pacific Island
Forum Leaders’ Meeting and has since been consistently emphasised as one of Australia’s highest foreign
policy priorities in various White Papers. (13)

The Pacific Step-up includes a wide variety of connectivity projects, such as:

e The AUDS$2 billion Australian Infrastructure Financing Facility for the Pacific (AIFFP), which supplies
grant and loan financing for infrastructure projects in the telecommunication, energy, transport, and
water sectors.

e The Pacific Labour Mobility Scheme, which provides employment opportunities for Pacific and
Timorese workers to fill labour shortages in Australia.

e The Australia-Pacific BRIDGE School Partnership Programme, where schools in Australia connect and
establish a sister partnership with a counterpart in the Pacific region to foster intercultural learning and
promote exchanges between teachers on best practices in education. (74)

e The Pacific Connect programme, designed to strengthen strategic-level partnerships between
government, business and civil society leaders to deliver development outcomes across the Pacific, with a
particular focus on female empowerment and digitalisation. (75)

Additionally, Australia’s International Cyber Engagement Strategy aims to leverage digital technologies to
achieve sustainable development and inclusive economic growth in the Indo-Pacific. (16) This strategy
outlines three main avenues of action:

1. Improving connectivity and Internet access throughout the region. Facilitating increased connectivity
means rolling out key infrastructure and working to ensure the availability, affordability and reliability of
energy supply. An emphasis is placed on reducing the digital divide between and within countries, by
tackling access limitations on the basis of gender, age, ethnicity, religion, ability and socio-economic
status.

2. Encouraging technologies for e-governance and the digital delivery of services.

3. Supporting entrepreneurship, digital skills and integration into the marketplace.
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Concrete projects to this date include:

e In partnership with the World Bank and the Asian Development Bank, Australia provided technical
expertise and financial resources to lay a fibre-optic submarine cable connecting Samoa and Fiji.

e The Australian Aid programme ‘Governance for Growth’ contributed to the liberalisation of Vanuatu's
telecommunication sector by supporting the development of telecommunication policy and regulatory
approaches.

Cooperation with the EU: synergies and opportunities

The European and Australian connectivity strategies share similar methods and goals. They both promote an
open, transparent, and rules-based approach to connectivity, and they both seek to leverage connectivity as
a way to achieve the broader goals of sustainable development and social inclusion. These synergies make it
possible for the EU and Australia to consider drafting a comprehensive connectivity partnership similar
to that between the EU and Japan. This would contribute to addressing the investment gap in the Indo-Pacific
and ensuring the interoperability of connectivity projects. It would also constitute another standard-setting
international partnership based on openness, transparency, sustainability, inclusiveness, fair competition,
and a rules-based international order.

Developing a partnership with other international partners such as the EU could enable Australia to
diversify its connectivity diplomacy and enmesh itself within the emerging infrastructure system of
the Indo-Pacific without appearing to side with one superpower. So far, Australia has struggled to
articulate a coherent policy with regards to China’s infrastructure and connectivity programmes in the Indo-
Pacific. (17) It has at times described the BRI as having “much merit” and at times as “detrimental” to
countries’' “long-term sovereignty”. (18) Whilst the BRI presents an opportunity to close infrastructure gaps in
the region, fears of over-indebtedness, lack of transparency and security concerns surrounding
infrastructure with mixed civilian and military uses have all contributed to Australia’s reticence to fully join
the Chinese project. Yet as it enthusiastically collaborates with the United States to develop infrastructure
initiatives, Australia is keen not to be viewed as ‘picking sides’ in order to maintain its economic ties with
China and promote stability in the region. A partnership with the EU would thus contribute to diversifying
Australia’s investment portfolio and furthering its strategy of hedging. (79)
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Connectivity in context: how does the EU'’s

connectivity project fit in with its broader
engagement strategy in the Indo-Pacific?

The EU-Asia connectivity strategy is but one piece of the puzzle when it comes to the EU's engagement with
the region. As calls to devise a common Indo-Pacific strategy are increasing within the European
community, it is timely to evaluate individual countries' visions for a more comprehensive engagement.
Doing so also enables an assessment of broader cooperation avenues between the EU and Australia,
especially as the latter is keen to expand upon its Pacific Step-up and cyber engagement strategies.

An EU Indo-Pacific strategy? Purpose and internal divergences

Whilst the EU has yet to devise an engagement strategy for the Indo-Pacific region, three countries have
already done so: France in 2018, and Germany and the Netherlands in 2020. (20) The concept of an ‘Indo-
Pacific’ region has not been popular amongst EU states, who feared that this designation would antagonise
China and be conceived as signalling an alignment with the United States. (27) Indeed, the concept is broadly
understood as a new geographical and strategic construct aimed at replacing the term ‘Asia-Pacific’ in foreign
and security policy discourses. Whilst sometimes used to emphasise multilateral cooperation and
connectivity in this vast region, it has also been associated with attempts to prevent a restructuring of the
region around China. (22) Most notably, Japan and the United States’ Free and Open Indo-Pacific Strategy has
been perceived by China as an attempt to contain its ambitions and threaten its security and sovereignty.
(23) The geopolitical connotations of the concept thus made certain EU member states - including Germany
and the Netherlands - cautious regarding its usage. (24) But Germany's endorsement of the designation,
coupled with the severing of relations with China in the past year over matters of economic reciprocity and
its handling of the COVID-19 pandemic, could lead other states to consider drafting an EU Indo-Pacific
strategy. This could enable Europe to redefine its relationship with the region so as to rebalance its
relationship with China. (25) The aim is not to threaten or contain China, as all states that support the
concept of an Indo-Pacific strategy are keen to maintain significant cooperation with Beijing. The goal is,
however, to design a coherent strategy to engage with the region on Europe’s own terms and protect its
interests, including diversifying its supply chains of critical goods, supporting global norms and standards in
regional structures, and safeguarding open markets and trading routes (particularly maritime). (26)

There are considerable differences between France and Germany's strategy vis-a-vis the Indo-Pacific.
The French strategy emphasises alignment with the United States and acting as a ‘balancing power’ by siding
with countries whose interests are threatened by China’s rise. In contrast, the German strategy opposes both
unipolarity and bipolarity, reflecting Berlin's distrust towards the Trump administration - something which
may change under Biden - but also its broader desire to not have to ‘pick sides' and to keep good (economic)
ties with China. Moreover, maritime security is of utmost importance for France, which considers itself a
resident power in the region given its overseas territories. It heavily criticises violations of international law
in the South China Sea and conceives military operations by the French Navy as part of a policy of “counter-
intimidation”. (27) Whilst the German strategy underscores the importance of regional peace and security, it
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only provides for ‘soft’ cooperative security practices and dialogues, such as joint exercises and port calls.

(28) It privileges broader engagement on security and peace issues, focusing on promoting diversification of
partnerships, supporting open shipping routes and markets, and shoring up connectivity initiatives. Further,
both countries defend multilateral diplomacy in the region, but in practice Germany places ASEAN at the
centre of its partnership strategy, whilst France privileges bilateral and trilateral initiatives with Australia,
India and Japan. (29) Considering these differences, drafting a common EU strategy for the Indo-Pacific
constitutes an opportunity for Germany to promote its own approach to the region, focusing on connectivity
and deepening multilateral partnerships.

Broader cooperation with Australia in the Indo-Pacific? Avenues for collaboration

To a great extent, France's strategy to engage with the region is more similar to Australia’s than to
Germany's. Australia has been an enthusiastic supporter of the concept of an Indo-Pacific region since the
publication of its 2013 Defence White Paper. (30) In the face of intensifying strategic competition, it has
increasingly emphasised security cooperation and bolstering ties with major powers. (37) Most notably, in
November 2020, Australia joined for the first time since 2007 the Malabar naval exercises conducted
annually by Japan, India and the United States. (32) The Sino-Australian relationship has hit new lows in 2020,
which has seen an extensive trade dispute and a series of tit-for-tat diplomatic reprisals including raids on
Chinese journalists’ homes in Australia, evacuation of Australian journalists from China, and a row over a
fake picture of an Australian soldier killing an Afghan child tweeted by foreign ministry spokesman Lijian
Zhao. (33) To navigate what Australian Prime Minister Scott Morrison conceives as a “poorer, more
dangerous and more disorderly” future, Australia’s 2020 Defence Strategic Update and Force Structure Plan
outlines a more active role for the country to defend a stable regional order in the Indo-Pacific. (34)
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Australia’s strategic landscape and vision for the Indo-Pacific thus enables significant areas of

cooperation with the EU in the following areas:

e Security and regional stability, with a particular focus on the maritime domain. This can be achieved

through joint military exercises and cooperation between law enforcement agencies.

Economic ties, with an emphasis on securing and diversifying supply chains to hedge against disruption
and manipulation. Ongoing negotiations relating to the Australia-European Union Free Trade Agreement
present an avenue to form a common understanding of connectivity, as they include discussions on
digital trade, sustainable development, energy and raw materials, good regulatory practices, and
transparency. (35) The EU could also consider supporting and associating itself with the Japan-India-
Australia initiative to strengthen supply chains in critical areas such as healthcare and information and
communication technologies. (36)

Infrastructure development and connectivity projects, with a focus on building upon Australia’s
connectivity initiatives, e.g. by funding Australia-led digital infrastructure projects in the region. The EU

could also encourage Australia to diversify its project portfolio to include other networks e.g. energy.

Diplomatic partnerships, aimed at furthering common values such as sustainable development, social
inclusion, and a rules-based international governance system.
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Concluding Summary

e The 2018 EU-Asia connectivity strategy aims to improve connectivity across the region by enhancing
transport, digital, energy and people-to-people networks.

e By emphasising norms of sustainability, transparency, inclusivity and fair competition, the EU's
connectivity strategy aims to offer an alternative to the Chinese model of infrastructure development in
the region.

e Given the similarities in goals and methods between the European and Australian connectivity strategies,
drafting a comprehensive EU-Australia connectivity partnership could be considered to further address
the investment gap in the region, ensure the interoperability of projects, diversify Australia’s connectivity
diplomacy, and contribute to Australia’s strategy of hedging.

e Devising a common and comprehensive EU strategy for the Indo-Pacific would help clarify Europe’s vision
for its engagement with the region and help rebalance its relationship with China.

¢ In the context of a broader Indo-Pacific strategy, cooperation with Australia could go beyond connectivity

partnerships and extend to areas including security and the rule of law, trade and supply chain
diversification, and value-promoting diplomatic initiatives.

European and Australian connectivity strategies for the Indo-Pacific - 10



1 European Commission (2018a) “Explaining the European Union's
approach to connecting Europe and Asia: Questions & Answers". [link]

2 Skala-Kuhmann, Astrid (2019) “European Responses to BRI - An
Overdue Assessment”, Horizons, 14, pp. 144-155. [link]

3 Council of the European Union (2020) “EU-ASEAN joint ministerial
statement on connectivity”, Press Release, December 1. [link]

4 European Commission and the High Representative of the Union for
Foreign Affairs and Security Policy (2018) “Joint Communication to the
European Parliament, The Council, the European Economic and Social
Committee, the Committee of the Regions and the European Investment
Bank. Connecting Europe and Asia - Building blocks for an EU Strategy”.
[link]

5 European Commission (2018a).

6 European External Action Service (2019) “Connecting Europe & Asia:
The EU Strategy”. [link]

7 Esteban, Mario and Ugo Armanini (2020) “The EU-Japan connectivity
partnership: a sustainable initiative awaiting materialisation”, ARI
12/2020, Elcano Royal Institute, pp. 1-8. [link]

8 European Commission (2018a).

9 European Commission and High Representative of The Union for
Foreign Affairs and Security Policy (2019) “Joint Communication to the
European Parliament, the European Council and the Council. EU-China -
A strategic outlook”. [link]

10 At the time, Katainen was the European Commission’s Vice President
for Jobs, Growth, Investment and Competitiveness.

11 European Commission (2018b) “EU steps up its strategy for
connecting Europe and Asia”, Press Release. [link]

12 Esteban and Armanini (2020).

13 Australian Government (2021a) “Stepping-up Australia’s engagement
with our Pacific family”, Australia’s Pacific engagement, Department of
Foreign Affairs and Trade. [link]

14 Asia Education Foundation (2021) “Australia-Pacific BRIDGE School
Partnerships Program”, Programs. [link]

15 ICDP (2021) “Pacific Connect”, International Centre for Democratic
Partnerships. [link]

16 Australia’s International Cyber Engagement Strategy (2017)
“Technology for Development”. [link]

17 Wilson, Jeffey (2019) “Diversifying Australia’s Indo-Pacific
Infrastructure Diplomacy”, Australian Institute of International Affairs.
[link] Townshend, Ashley and Brendan Thomas-Noone (2020) “Australia
Steps Up in Defense of the Indo-Pacific Order”, The Diplomat. [link]

18 Wilson (2019).

19 Wilson (2019).

20 France Diplomacy (2019) “The Indo-Pacific region: a priority for
France”. [link] German Federal Government (2020) “Policy guidelines for
the Indo-Pacific region. Germany - Europe - Asia: shaping the 21st
century together”. [link] (English Preliminary translation of the executive
summary) ; Strangio, Sebastian (2020) “Following France and Germany,
the Netherlands Pivots to the Indo-Pacific”, The Diplomat, November 18.
[link]

21 Grare, Frédéric (2020) “Germany’s New Approach to the Indo-Pacific”,
Internationale Politik Quarterly. [link]

22 Heiduk, Felix and Nedim Sulejmanovi¢ (2021) “Will the EU take view of the
Indo-Pacific? Comparing France’s and Germany's approaches”, SWP Working
Paper 1, Stiftung Wissenschaft und Politik. [link]

23 Heiduk, Felix and Gudrun Wacker (2020) “From Asia-Pacific to Indo-Pacific:
Significance, Implementation and Challenge”, SWP Research Paper 9, Stiftung
Wissenschaft und Politik. [link] ; US Department of State (2019) “A Free and
Open Indo-Pacific: Advancing a Share Vision”, November 4. [link]

24 Heiduk and Sulejmanovi¢ (2021).

25 Grare, Frédéric (2020) “Germany’s New Approach to the Indo-Pacific”,
Internationale Politik Quarterly. [link]

26 German Federal Government (2020); Grare (2020).

27 Duchatel, Mathieu and Garima Mohan (2020) “Franco-German Divergenes in
the Indo-Pacific: The Risk of Strategic Dilution”, Institut Montaigne. [link]

28 Duchatel and Mohan (2020); Grare, Frédéric (2020)

29 Duchatel and Mohan (2020).

30 Conley Tyler, Melissa and Aakriti Bachhawat (2014) “In a Cleft Stick:
Australia’s Indo-Pacific Policy”, Australian Institute of International Affairs,
February 7. [link]

31 Bachhawat, Aakriti (2019) “No longer in a cleft stick: India and Australia in
the Indo-Pacific”, The Strategist. [link] ; Duchatel and Mohan (2020); Townshend

and Thomas-Noone (2020).

32 Al Jazeera (2020) “Eyeing China, Australia joins ‘Quad’ drill with US, Japan,
India”, October 20. [link]

33 Singh, Shivani, Jason Neely, Rashmi Aich, Sherry Jacob-Phillips and
Subhranshu Sahu (2020) “Timeline: Tension between China and Australia over
commodities trade”, Reuters, December 11. [link] BBC (2020) “China refuses to
apologise to Australia for fake soldier image”, BBC, December 1. [link]

34 Townshend and Thomas-Noone (2020).

35 European Commission (2020) “Report of the 8th round of negotiations for a
trade agreement between the European Union and Australia”. [link]

36 Duchéatel and Mohan (2020).

European and Australian connectivity strategies for the Indo-Pacific - 11


https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/MEMO_18_5804
https://www.cirsd.org/en/horizons/horizons-summer-2019-issue-no-14/european-responses-to-bri-an-overdue-assessment?__cf_chl_jschl_tk__=cb5b4b1d170dfedbebd17716d002e383161d5149-1616761143-0-AQWvuam5Cw-DMIsW5jaIV-ecDRw1tnmIC-iTNzD_Yiad0ElEuJXCQdl3nwOdg1cipGlOieZGWPygvzT3ch_z3xXNUDNd8OskGI7Ads8Rmpp6p1l6BhZZvorgC-ecY1kAMmrH1gf_LcQos3f2dYwSxWS_wD4vVs3ncgcQzC9-Blcj7YZBjw8OkLDj4G_ugROELdkZfmIcage-YrCEVwZQevT8oBBbN32x1CYA1b6_cl7izVpvpIxFg_yto5gFZR6s2nZ_ba-hLINwWLp1AjBhjSs_5HjkDhyGfK2r7ZoSXQkHKcjn6KZw5cDzHJHvf22OwE_y8FeFtOFzgkdppIBfivi58P5xmKE7r3dqH9wsY4-jG_ll8MBCbcX6MDxnTNc0m23sh75NYurOTB1v04xQlZTkAehztx7pPT6TE2DgB65q1Tkp5HOuZJA0PA0gJSAnsg
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2020/12/01/eu-asean-joint-ministerial-statement-on-connectivity/
https://eeas.europa.eu/sites/default/files/joint_communication_-_connecting_europe_and_asia_-_building_blocks_for_an_eu_strategy_2018-09-19.pdf
https://eeas.europa.eu/headquarters/headquarters-homepage/50699/connecting-europe-asia-eu-strategy_en
http://www.realinstitutoelcano.org/wps/portal/rielcano_en/contenido?WCM_GLOBAL_CONTEXT=/elcano/elcano_in/zonas_in/ari12-2020-esteban-armanini-eu-japan-connectivity-partnership-sustainable-initiative-awaiting-materialisation
https://ec.europa.eu/info/
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/IP_18_5803
https://www.dfat.gov.au/geo/pacific/engagement/Pages/stepping-up-australias-pacific-engagement
https://www.asiaeducation.edu.au/programmes/school-partnerships/participating-countries/pacific
http://www.icdp.com.au/pacific-connect/
https://www.dfat.gov.au/publications/international-relations/international-cyber-engagement-strategy/aices/chapters/part_7_technology_for_development.html
https://www.internationalaffairs.org.au/australianoutlook/diversifying-australias-indo-pacific-infrastructure-diplomacy/
https://www.internationalaffairs.org.au/australianoutlook/diversifying-australias-indo-pacific-infrastructure-diplomacy/
https://thediplomat.com/2020/08/australia-steps-up-in-defense-of-the-indo-pacific-order/
https://www.diplomatie.gouv.fr/en/country-files/asia-and-oceania/the-indo-pacific-region-a-priority-for-france/#:~:text=In%20an%20international%20context%20marked,the%20heart%20of%20this%20strategy
https://rangun.diplo.de/blob/2380824/a27b62057f2d2675ce2bbfc5be01099a/policy-guidelines-summary-data.pdf
https://thediplomat.com/2020/11/following-france-and-germany-the-netherlands-pivots-to-the-indo-pacific/
https://ip-quarterly.com/en/germanys-new-approach-indo-pacific
https://www.swp-berlin.org/fileadmin/contents/products/arbeitspapiere/WP_EU_Indopacific_Heiduk_Sulejmanovic.pdf
https://www.swp-berlin.org/en/publication/from-asia-pacific-to-indo-pacific/
https://www.state.gov/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/Free-and-Open-Indo-Pacific-4Nov2019.pdf
https://ip-quarterly.com/en/germanys-new-approach-indo-pacific
https://www.institutmontaigne.org/en/blog/franco-german-divergences-indo-pacific-risk-strategic-dilution
https://www.internationalaffairs.org.au/in-a-cleft-stick-australias-indo-pacific-policy/
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/no-longer-in-a-cleft-stick-india-and-australia-in-the-indo-pacific/
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/10/20/eyeing-china-australia-joins-quad-drill-with-us-japan-india
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-australia-trade-china-commodities-tim-idUSKBN28L0D8
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-australia-trade-china-commodities-tim-idUSKBN28L0D8
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-china-55140848
https://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2020/october/tradoc_158976.pdf

About the author

Multinational Development
Policy Dialogue
Konrad Adenauer Stiftung
Avenue de |'Yser, 11
1040 - Brussels
+32 2 66931 70
denis.schrey@kas.de

Anne-Eléonore
Deleersnyder,
Intern -KAS MDPD

This is a publication of the MDPD KAS in Brussels.
The views expressed in this paper are the
sole responsibility of the author.

Anne-Eléonore Deleersnyder
joined KAS-MDPD Brussels as an
intern in January 2021 to contribute to the

office’s research and activities promoting
security, democracy and climate action.
She has recently completed a Dual Degree in

9

International Affairs offered by Sciences Po
Paris and the LSE. Anne-Eléonore's studies
reflect her interest in conflict prevention,
peacebuilding, and the international
relations of East and Southeast Asia.

Prior to joining KAS, she completed
internships at the Fund for Peace, the OECD
and the Asia-Europe Foundation, acquiring
experience in the field of policy analysis,
crisis management, international
cooperation, and sustainable development.

Special thanks to Denis Schrey and Barbara

Voelkl for providing comments on previous
drafts.

Follow us!

WE ARE A BRIDGE-BUILDER BETWEEN THE EU AND THE GLOBAL SOUTH. WE IMPLEMENT AND
FACILITATE MULTI-STAKEHOLDER DIALOGUE ON SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT, WITH A FOCUS ON

THE NEXUS OF DEMOCRACY AND GOVERNANCE, PEACE AND SECURITY, CLIMATE AND ENERGY.

#KAS4Democracy #KAS4Security #KAS4Climate

European and Australian connectivity strategies for the Indo-Pacific - 12


https://linktr.ee/MDPD
https://www.kas.de/en/web/mned-bruessel
https://www.instagram.com/kas.mnedbrussels/
https://www.facebook.com/kas.mnedbrussels/
https://soundcloud.com/user-367378336
https://twitter.com/mnedbrussels
https://www.linkedin.com/in/michelepasquale
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCzow4pJXRu6s1Wp97oKdClw?fbclid=IwAR2XqRiWDDxhSdq6eOBk7Aum6UoHmWzr-c049n-RJJwo5WuH4ZzBH0-_qhU
https://open.spotify.com/show/5E5cQVvGokVzDHCpngBorX

ISEN S78=34-E420=4ELmd

gHp- 2

3 "roaHEY 2048 HH




