Croatian defence minister says security situation in S-E Europe still unstable
[bookmark: _GoBack]ZAGREB, Nov 23 (Hina) - The southeast of Europe is still unstable and strengthening security requires greater synergy between a country's institutions as well as closer cooperation between countries, Croatian Defence Minister Damir Krsticevic said while opening the conference "Security Challenges for Europe", organised by the RACVIAC - Centre for Security Cooperation and the Konrad Adenauer Foundation in Zagreb on Thursday.
The purpose of the conference, the fifth of the kind, is to consider, from a geopolitical point of view, the present and future security challenges and threats primarily for the countries of Southeast Europe as well as the potential to prevent them, bearing in mind the existing NATO security assessments and the EU's foreign and security policy, according to information on the RACVIAC web site.
Addressing the event, Krsticevic said that current security trends in Europe were growing instability, changes that are fast and difficult to predict, and the close correlation between internal and external security. Speaking of the situation in the region, Krsticevic said he believed that it was still affected by the repercussions of the break-up of Yugoslavia, geopolitical interests in the area and the spilling over of crises from Europe's neighbourhood. The situation is additionally aggravated by the advent of new technologies and tactics, economic underdevelopment of those areas, energy dependence, political divisions in the EU and the growth of extremist ideologies and radicalism, said Krsticevic.
"There is still no full stability in this region. There are significant unsettled internal political issues, inter-ethnic tensions, growing ethnic and religious extremism, corruption in state institutions and the lack of a consensus on Euro-Atlantic integration processes. All that is the source of the worsening security situation," said Krsticevic. Nonetheless, cooperation between Southeast European countries is very good, he said.
"The Macedonian defence minister visited Zagreb on Tuesday, the Montenegrin and Bosnia and Herzegovina ministers of defence were here a few months ago, and next Thursday I travel to Ohrid, where a meeting of defence ministers of the US-Adriatic Charter is to be held. We cooperate intensely to the benefit of peace, stability and security in this region," said Krsticevic. Speaking of the general security situation in Europe, Krsticevic said that terrorism and illegal migration posed the biggest threats to Europe's security.
He said that due to those threats Croatia had adapted its national security strategy and passed the Homeland Security Act so as to ensure a better synergy between all the institutions involved and establish a well-coordinated system. At the international level, those threats require a closer bilateral and multilateral dialogue and cooperation, and NATO, the EU and the OSCE provide good frameworks for that, he said.
Attending the RACVIAC conference were, among others, representatives of Hungary, Germany, Turkey, Macedonia and Serbia. RACVIAC was established in 2000 with the aim of promoting dialogue and cooperation in the field of security in Southeast Europe.

