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Foreword - Guidebook on Thailand’s Decentralization

The Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung ( KAS), a German
non-profit organization, is honored to cooperate with the
Committee on Decentralization, Local Administration, and
Special Local Government of the House of
Representatives of Thailand. This cooperation aims at
supporting academic work on local administration and
decentralization in Thailand as well as local participation
and people’s voting rights.

This publication focusses on decentralization
issues. Decreasing the role of central governments and
institutions can be beneficial to the citizens in many ways.
The European Union (EU) for example recognizes the
principle of subsidiarity as one of its core values. This
principle aims to ensure that decisions are taken as

closely as possible to the citizens and the realities on the

\"



ground. It forces EU institutions to verify if a policy at EU
level is justified or if it would be more effective to act at

national, regional or local level.

Hence, decentralization and the principle of
subsidiarity recognize that each geographical level has its
own identity and traditions as well as its own economic
and social strengths and challenges and that it is often

best to address them specifically.

Other positive aspects are that decentralization
empowers and motivates local representatives to take
action. It makes local elections more relevant because
elected officials have more power or budget to
implement their ideas. On the other hand, local
politicians and administrations are directly accountable to

the citizens in their area and under pressure to meet the

Vi



expectations of their constituents. It means that the
voters have more leverage and control about policies and
decisions that affect them and their community. It allows
them to take responsibility, influence local policies and
benefit directly from the political choices implied by their

ballots.

In that sense, decentralization policies are a central
tool to improve good governance, public management,
and participatory democracy in the decision-making at all
levels. Decentralization reforms are also complex
because they require a comprehensive approach to
transfer certain political, administrative, and fiscal

responsibilities to the regional or local level.

This guidebook on decentralization therefore aims

to disseminate knowledge about the concept, principles
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and different steps of decentralization processes in order
to encourage a constructive discussion on the topic in

Thailand.

This publication is the result of an exceptional
cooperation between the Committee and the KAS. On
behalf of the Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung, | would like to
thank Prof. Dr. Kowit Puang-ngam, Member of Parliament,
First Vice President of the Committee on Decentralization,
Local Administration, and Special Local Government, and
his assistant, Dr. Tanet Setharvanich, for initiating and

implementing this project.

The KAS hopes that this decentralization
guidebook will become an academic reference for Thai
officials at the national and local level, members of the

House of Representatives and Senate, as well as

viii



academics, students, and the general public interested in
decentralization policies, good governance, and citizen

participation in public policies.

Dr. Céline-Agathe Caro
Resident Representative, Konrad-Adenauer-
Stiftung (KAS) — Thailand

June 24, 2021
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