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Abstract

Homelessness is one of the major challenges facing cities worldwide, reflecting
socioeconomic inequality, housing insecurity, and unequal access to basic rights. As
the country’s economic, employment, and service hub, Bangkok attracts large numbers
of people seeking opportunities. At the same time, however, many people face
insecurity in income, employment, housing, and access to social welfare, which can
lead to homelessness. According to the 2023 One Night Count approach, Thailand had
2,499 people experiencing homelessness, of whom 1,271 were in Bangkok, accounting
for more than half of the country’s homeless population. Homelessness results from
a complex combination of factors, including economic vulnerability, family problems,
health conditions, limited access to social welfare, and constraints on housing. It should
therefore not be viewed solely as an individual issue, but as an important challenge
for urban development and public policy.

This article examines the situation, causes, and factors contributing to homelessness
in Bangkok, as well as the relationship between homeless people and the city. Drawing
on case studies of three cities across three continents, it examines and analyses
different approaches to addressing homelessness, including continuous surveying and
data collection, proactive outreach and assistance, expanding access to affordable
housing, and reducing barriers to accessing support. The article also discusses current
policies and programmes implemented by the Bangkok Metropolitan Administration
(BMA), arguing that responses to homelessness could be made more effective through
continuous data monitoring, the expansion of proactive assistance across different
areas of the city, and stronger coordination with the central government to address
the housing needs of low-income populations in a systematic manner.

Keywords: Homelessness, Homelessness Intervention, Socioeconomic Inequality,
Bangkok Metropolitan Administration (BMA)
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Abstract

Contemporary urban development predominantly prioritizes economic interests.
This approach has contributed to forms of economic and social injustice; however, social
inequality cannot be understood as separate from other forms of injustice. People and
places may experience social and environmental inequalities simultaneously, in ways
that are deeply intertwined. This ethnography explores the injustices that emerge through
foul odors by tracing the everyday lives of a Thai-Chinese family residing in Phuthares
Community in Samphanthawong District, Bangkok. The community is a fresh market well
known for its seafood hub and serves as a major source of raw ingredients for Chinese
restaurants in the Yaowarat area (China town). Yet, the community also confronts an
invisible condition that residents may gradually become accustomed to: a persistent
“damp, foul smell.” This odor led the author to uncover unequal relations of urban
dwelling, with its source ultimately traced to neglected and poorly maintained infrastructure.

The author conducted participant observation with the family and followed their
everyday lives at Krom Phuthares Market, eventually tracing the source of the odor as
leaking water pipes in a flat called “Phuthares Building”. The leakage, however, was not
merely a physical failure of water infrastructure; it reflected a broader infrastructural
failure within Phuthares Community. This failure affected Priya, a young girl from a
family of fresh-market vendors, who came to feel reluctant to leave home and participate
in everyday life within the community. The response that has already taken place, and
which reflects a particular mode of urban development in Bangkok, has been the
demolition of the building resulting in the displacement of its residents. This article
ethnographically demonstrates the events preceding the demolition of the building. It
also incorporates smellscape mapping as methodological tools through which the
otherwise invisible presence of foul odors can be rendered perceptible and made visible.
The author argues that the stinkiness experienced by this family reveals how environmental
injustice is constituted and unevenly distributed among community residents. Experiences
of foul odors are thus more complex than differences in age or socioeconomic status
alone; rather, they emerge through the entanglement of infrastructure, bodies, and senses.

Keywords: Infrastructure, Foul Odors, An Ethnography of Foulness, Leakage, Neglect
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Abstract

Amidst the transition to an innovation-based economy, Thailand faces significant
challenges in “social and economic justice,” particularly inequality in access to
educational opportunities. A report by the Equitable Education Fund (EEF) highlights that
many children and youth from impoverished households still lack equal access to quality
education, resulting in a skills gap and a shortage of opportunities in the labor market.
Simultaneously, Thailand is experiencing a “skills crisis” due to a large number of workers
lacking essential basic and digital skills for the modern economy. This indicates that
“educational inequality” is a structural problem impacting human capital potential and
the country’s long-term competitiveness. Therefore, vocational education should not be
viewed merely as an elective for leamers, but should be elevated to a crucial “economic
infrastructure” playing a vital role in creating opportunities and reducing inequality.

This article analyzes the role of Thai vocational education as a structural mechanism
for developing human capital and promoting equal educational opportunities, by examining
the situation of educational inequality and the challenges facing the Thai vocational
education system. The analysis concludes that developing quality vocational education,
ensuring equitable resource distribution, and linking with the industrial sector can significantly
enhance labor potential and boost national competitiveness. The government should
therefore prioritize investment in educational infrastructure, teacher development, and
curriculum design aligned with industry needs, coupled with creating flexible learning
pathways to ensure all learners have equitable access to quality education. This approach
will lead to a reduction in inequality and the sustainable development of the country’s
innovation-based economy. Upgrading vocational education is thus not just an education
policy, but a key sovernment strategy for creating equity and long-term economic
development.

Keywords: Social and economic justice, Thai vocational education, educational
inequality.
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Abstract

This study aims to examine the rationale of foreign labor laws amidst Thailand’s
transition into a completely aged society, coupled with a continuously declining birth
rate. These demographic shifts have led to a shrinking working-age population, posing
a direct crisis to the country’s labor supply. By analyzing the provisions of the Royal
Ordinance concerning the Management of Employment of Foreign Workers B.E. 2560
(2017) and its amendments, this study focuses on undocumented migrant workers from
Myanmar who have been granted leniency to work under Section 63/2.

The study finds that existing legal mechanisms remain paradoxical by viewing
migrant workers as economic competitors. Consequently, the determination of their
employment status relies on ad-hoc Cabinet resolutions. Furthermore, restricting them
primarily to unskilled labor has created vulnerability and inflexible working conditions.
This situation not only deprives the country of opportunities to enhance its competi-
tiveness but also drives both workers and employers into the informal economy.

This article proposes a paradigm shift for the state, transforming the law from a
tool of exclusion into a mechanism for attracting and developing human resources,
thereby repositioning migrant workers as economic partners. It recommends that the
Ministry of Labour and the executive branch amend subordinate legislation in two key
areas: (1) establishing a career pathway and status transition system for workers, and
(2) linking employment rights to human capital development. This approach would
enable workers under Section 63/2 who pass national skill standard tests to legally,
securely, and sustainably advance to semi-skilled or skilled occupations. Ultimately,
these recommendations will help alleviate labor shortages while incentivizing Thai
workers to accelerate their own skill development.

Keywords: Foreign Labor Law, Migrant Workers, Demographic Crisis
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Abstract

The deprivation of liberty through imprisonment does not extinguish prisoners
of their human dignity or fundamental rights, particularly the right to health, which is
recognized as human right that the State is obligated to respect, protect, and fulfill
this right in a concrete and effective manner. This article examines the Rule of Law as
a normative framework for design and administration of state healthcare systems. It
further analyzes prisoners’ right to health under international human rights law and
relevant international standards, evaluates the current legal and practical challenges
facing prison healthcare services in Thailand, and proposes recommendations for
reforming the prison healthcare system in accordance with the principles of the Rule
of Law and human rights. The study finds that, although Thailand recognizes prisoners’
right to health under the Corrections Act B.E. 2560 (2017) and has established institutional
cooperation between the Department of Corrections and the Ministry of Public Health,
significant challenges persist in practice. These include chronic prison overcrowding,
shortages of healthcare personnel, inadequate financial and medical resource, and
limited access to specialist medical treatment, dental care, and mental health services,
all of which substantially undermine prisoners’ effective access to healthcare. Within
the framework of the Rule of Law, the State is obligated to ensure that prisoners have
equal and non-discriminatory, and timely access to quality healthcare services in a
manner that respects human dignity and is supported by effective accountability and
oversight mechanisms. This article argues that Thailand should strengthen its prison
healthcare system by reducing prison overcrowding, expanding the healthcare workforce
through appropriate recruitment and incentives, promoting the use of medical
technologies and telemedicine, and reinforcing mechanisms for supervision, monitoring,
and performance evaluation. There reforms would strengthen the protection of prisoners’
right to health in accordance with the Rule of Law while contributing to the sustainable
advancement of human rights protection and correctional administration in Thailand.

Keywords: Rule of Law, Human Rights, Prisoners’ Right to Health, Prison Healthcare
System, Correctional Administration
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Abstracts

This article examines the underlying concepts of the senatorial acquisition process
through selection among experts under the Constitution B.E. 2560, which was
depoliticalized, by analyzing documents, particularly the minutes of the Constitution
Drafting Committee (CDC) meetings. The study finds that throughout Thai political
history, the Senate has been designated as a space for experts, free from political
influence. With the advent of the 2017 Constitution, the CDC designed a new senatorial
selection method distinct from direct elections or appointments. Such mechanisms
reflect the attempts of the bureaucracy under an authoritarian regime to intervene in
and control political institutions. The state has utilized complex regulations to make
expertise the primary consideration. These represent the use of bureaucratic techniques
to reduce public political participation into a merely predictable and controllable
process. However, bureaucratic mechanisms cannot completely dictate politics.
Candidates still make tactics, build networks, and bring everyday politics as well as
their desires to drive the selection process. These findings suggest that formal structural
politics and grassroots politics operate in tandem and are inextricably linked.

Keywords: Acquisition of Senators, The Political, Constitutional Law
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Abstract

Data has become an essential resource in the digital economy and a fundamental
driver of innovation, competition, and modern financial services. In this context, many
countries have developed Open Banking and Open Finance frameworks that enable
data holders to instruct financial service providers to share their data with other service
providers, subject to their consent. However, data sharing does not automatically
ensure that the economic benefits generated from data will be distributed fairly,
particularly where the legal and regulatory framework has not been designed to promote
competition, reduce barriers to market entry, and create opportunities for new market
participants and financially underserved groups.

This article examines the development of Open Banking and Open Finance,
analyses the role of law in governing financial data sharing, and assesses Thailand’s
readiness in light of the Your Data policy framework and Bank of Thailand Notification
No. 47/2568, which governs the transmission or transfer of customers’ data at their
request. The study employs comparative legal analysis and a review of academic
literature on data governance and financial services.

The findings indicate that Thailand has begun to establish a legal foundation for
Open Banking by recognising the rights of data subjects and introducing standards for
data sharing. Nevertheless, the success of Open Banking depends not only on recognising
the right to share data, but also on establishing an effective service-provider accreditation
framework, regulatory mechanisms, technical standards, and coordination among
relevant authorities. These elements are necessary to ensure that data sharing genuinely
promotes competition, innovation, and financial inclusion.

This article argues that the design of Thailand’s Open Banking framework should
pursue the objective of financial inclusion alongside fair competition. It should also
establish a legal framework capable of supporting the future expansion of Open Banking
into Open Finance. The objective should extend beyond merely enabling data sharing
and should ensure that the value generated from data is fairly distributed among
consumers, small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs), and the wider public. This
would contribute to the development of a more efficient, equitable, and inclusive
financial system.

Keywords: Open Banking, Open Finance, Your Data, data sharing, data governance,
financial inclusion
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