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FOREWORD - LOCAL ELECTION GUIDE BOOK

The Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung (KAS), a German foundation, is
honored to cooperate with the Committee on Local Administration
of the House of Representatives of Thailand. This cooperation
aims at supporting academic work on local administration and
decentralization in Thailand as well as local participation and

people’s voting rights.

New local election laws recently entered into force in Thailand.
The success and the effectiveness of local elections depend on
various factors like the respect of the rules, an adequate budget
and a fair electoral process, but also a well-informed and engaged
population. Therefore, representatives of the local administration
as well as all voters need to become more familiar with the new set
of legislation before the next elections. This is the reason why
this publication, presenting the concept and the significance of

local elections, as well as the new procedures, is crucial.

Local elections are one of the key pillars of democracy. By casting
their vote, voters can exercise one of their fundamental rights and
express their priorities or concerns with regard to their community. By
doing so, they can influence the local decision-making process, leave
their mark on local policies, and benefit directly from the political

choices implied by their ballots.



Furthermore, strengthening local participation and administration is
an important milestone in successfully increasing decentralization.
Each district, city, town or village has its own identity, culture, and
traditions, but also its own economic strengths and challenges.
Local representatives can best preserve the public interest in each

area and relay their constituents’ needs to the national level.

The “Local Election Guide Book” is the result of an exceptional
cooperation between the Committee and the KAS. On
behalf of the Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung, | would like to thank
Prof. Dr. Kovit Phong-ngam, Member of Parliament, Deputy
Chairman of the Committee on Local Administration, and his
assistant, Dr. Tanet Setharvanich, for initiating and preparing this

publication.

The KAS hopes that this local election guide will become an academic
reference for Thai officials at the local level, members of the
House of Representatives and Senate, as well as the general

public interested in local elections, and decentralization.

Dr. Céline-Agathe Caro
Resident Representative, Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung (KAS) - Thailand
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