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Abstract

The book came from a seminar project entitled, “A Decade of
Local Government in Thailand (A.D. 2010-2020): Provincial Administrative
Organizations and the December 20th 2020 Election, the First Local
Elections in the Past 6 Years.” The seminar was held on December 9,
2020 at Social Research Institute (SRI), Chiang Mai University, organized
by SRI and Chiang Mai Urban Creation and Solutions Center (UCSC),
funded by Konrad Adenauer Stiftung (Thailand).

The purposes of this project were threefold: 1. To understand
an overall picture of local government and decentralization problems
in the past decade, especially those of Provincial Administrative
Organizations (PAOs); 2. To learn and understand the results of the 7
papers written and presented by scholars from 4 universities; and
3. To discuss different approaches and viewpoints of over 100 participants
on local government, PAOs, and decentralization problems in this
country. Questionnaires were given to all participants and the answers
were collected at the end of the seminar.

A speech and 4 papers are chosen for publication of this book.
The speech on the financial and administrative aspects of Provincial
Administrative Organizations (PAOs) during 2010-2020 was delivered by
Dr. Veerasak Kruea-thep, local financial expert from Chulalongkorn
University, Bangkok. The 4 papers were written by Dr. Nuttakorn Vititanon
from Chiang Mai Rajabatra University; Lecturer Patawee Chotanan from
Ubol Rajthani University; Assoc. Prof. Dr. Alongkorn Akkrasaeng from Maha
Sarakham University; and Emeritus Prof. Dr. Tanet Charoenmuang from

Chiang Mai University.



The book contents first indicate the government’s political
motive in hastily conducting the first PAO elections in 6 years so that
opposition parties would have difficulties preparing for finding candidates.
The date Dec. 20, furthermore, made impossible for voters far from home
to return to vote since the 4-day holiday was just a week earlier and
there was no voting by mail. Second, the strong control over PAO by
government’s regional administrative officers, particularly appointed
governor, has had major negative impacts on local government, namely
a weak role played by PAO and the overlapping authorities of PAO and
regional administrative work which confuse and discourage voters to ¢o
to vote. Third, over the past 3 decades local people have been led to
pay little attention to the idea of directly elected governor while
downgrading the capacity of people-elected PAO Chairman. Thus, the
weak local government system and an irresponsible and inefficient
regional administrative system have caused a deadlock in identifying
an appropriate solution for Thailand’s primitive administrative and
political system. Whereas local democracy has been weakened for many
decades, national democracy has been time and again disrupted and
destroyed by 13 coups since 1947. Those two weaknesses have led to
an authoritarian regime several times since 2006, the year the most
popular and elected government was crushed by a military coup. In this
regard, as the local elections returned for the first time in 6 years, there
are both weaknesses and advantages that need to be understood.
Local people should therefore be optimistic in pushing forward both

local and national democracy this new year and in the 2020s.
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