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Why area studies?

It’'s a domestic process aimed at
improving the effectiveness of
China’s overseas efforts.




It’s an effort to

Global Events

address
challenges Global Markets
of being a

global power. Global Messaging




“Promote the strengthening of area
studies in qualified schools, letting
these play a role in promoting people
to people exchanges between China
and the outside world and in

’

increasing China’s soft power.’

State Councilor Liv Yandong
National Education Work
Conference (2011)
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GUIDING POLICY DOCUMENTS

Document Name Document Name (Chinese) Reference Number
“Notice on Fostering Area Studies and CRT-B2F X g A E 7 PL A [FE bR Depcn:'rmen'r oif [Iermetiienel
2011 ) ) . et e X Cooperation & Exchange Document
International Education Centers B W 7T L Hh a8 20 )
No. 1512 [2011]
“Notice on Effectively Constructing e T a5 A0 X I A 524 B Depottmen’r ey [gizmeifenel
2014 Information for Area Studies Centers” E I A Cooperation & Exchange Document
PR No. 836 [2014]
“Interim Measures for the Cultivation and ] 53 A0 X 33 Bt 90 Bk Hh B 75 AN Depqttment of International
2015 Construction of Area Studies Centers” X EAT IMED Cooperation & Exchange Document
BT No. 4 [2015]
“Notice on Effectively Conducting Work CHBEIPA T T iF201 746 Department of International
2017 Related to Area Studies Centers for the B E A X A A ¢ TAERE | Cooperation & Exchange Document
Year 2017” LI No. 8 [2017]




CENTER ACCREDITATION AND REQUIREMENTS

Requirements to Register an Area Studies Center
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What about the

Latin America®?




Since 2011, a surge in
China’s Latin American

Studies Centers.
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In a range of schools:




With various specializations:

Center for Latin America Studies

Peru Research Center

Brazilian Culture Center

Pacific Alliance Research Center

China-Latin American Legal Research Center
Center for China-Latin American
Management Studies
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With partner institutions and
consortiums:

O

O
O
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National Autonomous University of Mexico
University of the Pacific (Peru)

Fudan-Latin America University Consortium
Consortium for Chinese-Latin American
Research (Arizona)



With supporting programs:

O Roughly 120 Spanish
Departments

O Roughly 40 Portuguese

Departments




And this is only part of the
picture.

o ~400 Official Centers
o 100+ Institutions of H.L.




Nobody gets overlooked.
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Has the Latin
American studies
project, and China’s
area studies initiative

Yes?

more generally, been

successful?




China today has...

+ Centers for Latin American Studies

+ Students Studying Spanish/Portuguese
+ Students Studying Latin America

+ Partnerships with Overseas Institutions
+ Participation in Scholarly Community




There has also been

progress in creating
/@\
Academia

domestic research
communities
around these
specialties.




But it is too early to tell
iIf this will achieve the
infended effects over

China’s foreign affairs.




Challenges in terms of
policy implementation

and outcomes still loom.




These include...

- Center Deficiencies
- Perverse Incentives
- Ossifying Hierarchies
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