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International Conference on

“Religion and democracy in Europe and the Arab world”

Date: 29-30 November 2012

Venue: Lebanese American University – Byblos- Lebanon

Conference in English and Arabic 

Adyan foundation, the Lebanese American University in Lebanon (Byblos), and Konrad Adenauer Foundation (Amman office) are organizing a two day conference on “Religion and Democracy in Europe and the Arab world”.

The conference will join 40-50 academicians and researchers in politics and religion as well as policy makers and experts from political, diplomatic and social spheres, to :

· promote in depth critical reflection amongst Arab and European experts and policy makers on the role and place of religion in the public sphere, and the relation between religion and democracy  

· foster dialogue and sharing expertise between European and Arab experts on religion, democracy and public sphere
· promote a paradigm-shift in the place and role of religion in the public sphere, from an identity-based paradigm to a values-based paradigm 

The Conference concept
In the current era of fundamental changes in the Arab world, and after the post-Arab Spring elections from Morocco to Kuwait, one cannot but acknowledge that religion is stepping up to the forefront of the public sphere, and that Islamist movements are in position to be the alternative of the previous authoritarian regimes. Some interpreters sadly think that the Arab spring was hijacked by Islamist movements, and that this may abort the democratization process in the post-revolution societies. Hence, in the eyes of some journalists and political analysts, “democracy has been abortive as a result of excluding women and the youths from decision-making, and there are dangerous indications that the personal freedoms of Arab women and religious minorities are being undermined in the age of the Islamist monopoly of power.”
 For Davide Rohde: “Instead of the political process moving forward, a toxic political dynamic is emerging. Aggressive tactics by hardline Muslims generally known as Salafists are sowing division. Moderate Islamists are moving cautiously, speaking vaguely and trying to hold their diverse political parties together. And some Arab liberals are painting dark conspiracy theories.”
 For others, these revolutions are fundamentally different from the Iranian revolution (1979), the argument being that they were achieved by a “post-islamist” generation. Experts who hold this view believe that the Arab Spring will transform the Ennahda and Muslim Brothers parties into democratic movements based on the Turkish AKP model,
 or following the same historical process as the Christian-democratic parties in Europe. 
In parallel, in Europe, and for different reasons, the debate about religion in the public sphere is becoming more recurrent and seems to call for a new accommodation of secularism with religious pluralism. European countries, especially Western European, indeed knew a long and diverse history of debate, conflicts and arrangements regarding the appropriate place of religion within the society. Despite the specificities of each country, the secular State became in the European sphere the framework of public life and political institutions. Yet, this was achieved by having the Christian Churches as the major or unique vis-à-vis to the political institutions. Thus, with the growing presence of Islam and other religions in Europe nowadays, the debate about religion in the public sphere needs to be redefined based on the new challenges of the situation. However, observing the political debate and the media, one can easily notice that this discussion is, all too often, both ill-informed and ill-mannered.
      

In both cases the issue is not only about the state identity and the theoretical relation between religion and secularism. The debate is at the cross-roads between political theories, religious culture and democracy. In this light, one can understand the debate during the demonstrations in Tahrir Square that divided the revolutionary forces into three parties according to three conceptions of State: “Madaniyya” (civil), “Almaniyya” (secular) and “Diniyya” (religious). These concepts require a redefinition of democracy and a renewal of the religious discourse about politics. Furthermore, with the religious diversity within each society, when one religious voice is stronger than the other(s) in the power dynamic, there is a high chance that the fellow citizens belonging to different communities are completely overlooked and their voice and rights marginalized. Therefore, the issue is to define the role of religion in the public sphere and to orient it towards a positive, non confessional and non hegemonic approach. This is possible through a paradigm shift in the role of religion in public and political life, from an identity-based role to a values-based paradigm. Upholding a shift in this direction means developing the sense of responsibility among citizens and the perception of political participation as a way of promotion of the common good instead of the promotion or protection of personal or communal identity. 

This raises a number of important and urgent questions:  
· What has been the impact of Islamist parties on the Arab Spring?

· Are these the same old Islamist parties, or have they changed? Are they destined to monopolize governance, or do they form an integral part of an emerging democratic or even a post-Islamist political order?

· What kind of (mutual) influence exists and can exist between religion and democracy? What can be the contribution of Christianity and Islam to sustain and develop democracy? 

· How might the emerging religious diversity in Europe affect secularism and democracy? 

· Does democracy request a specific way of living religion (individual and critic)? 

· What are the possible comparisons between the European experience during the 20th century and the current Arab experience? 

· Can we compare Christian democrats in Europe to Islamist movements in power (Muslim brothers, Ennahda…) in the Arab world?  (Differences, commonalities, new challenges)
· How is statehood perceived by Islamist movements?

· How are trans-Mediterranean (Arab-European) relations affected in the light of the new role of religion in the Middle Eastern transformation process?  

Thematic axes
1. Comparative analyses between Christian democratic parties in Europe and Islamist parties in the Arab countries

2. In-depth analysis for the concept of “civil state” in the Arab current political and religious discourse

3. Revisiting secularism in the framework of the new European and Arab contexts 

4. Study and analysis of the mutual influence between religion and democracy  

5. Comparative analysis between the different Islamists parties in power (Salafists, Ennahda, Muslim Brothers, AKP…)

6. In-depth analysis of the political behavior and discourse of religious minorities in Europe and the Arab world 

7. In-depth study of the Public values and their universal potentialities from Christian and Muslim perspectives 
Each of these topics can be treated according to different perspectives: sociological, political, historical, theological and philosophical.

Publication

· Conference report on Religion and democracy, based on the conference debate and speakers’ and participants’ recommendations 
·  Conference Proceedings (online and hard copy publications) :The proceedings of the conference will be published on Adyan’s Cross-Cultural Studies Department website (www.adyanonline.net), and a selection of articles from the conference will make up the hard copy publication

Scientific Committee

· Prof. Martin Beck, Professor at the University of Southern Denmark 

· Prof. Fadi Daou, Chairman of Adyan Foundation (Lebanon) 

· Prof. Wajih Kanso, Professor at the Lebanese University (Lebanon)   

· Dr. Makram Ouaiss, Assistant Professor, and Chair of Sociology at Lebanese American University (Lebanon) 

· Dr. Fabio Petito, Senior Lecturer at Sussex University (UK)

· Prof. Muhammad A. Sharkawi, Head of Department of Islamic Philosophy and Comparative Religion, Cairo University, (Egypt)
· Dr. Nayla Tabbara- Coordinator of Scientific Committee, Director of the Cross-Cultural Studies department (Adyan - Lebanon) 

Calendar  

· May 30, 2012: 

Call for papers

· September 10, 2012: 
Abstract submission deadline

· September 30, 2012: 
Answer concerning acceptation of papers 

· October 22, 2012: 
Final Program announcement 

· November 7, 2012:
Deadline of conference attendees’ registration 

· November 7, 2012:
Deadline for registration for the Exhibition space

· November 17, 2012:
Submission of the full text papers

Application Procedure for Speakers

· Select one of the thematic axes of the conference,

· Write an abstract of 300 words presenting the suggested paper, 

· Prepare a short biography of 200 words,

· Submit the abstract with a title and 5 keywords, in addition to the biography before September 10, 2012, online on http://www.adyanonline.net/course/view.php?id=32 or by e-mail to conference@adyanvillage.net 

· Submit the full paper (between 3000 and 4500 words) before November 17, 2012. 

· Papers are accepted in either Arabic or English, simultaneous translation provided.

Application Procedure for Attendees

Register before November 7, 2012, online on http://www.adyanonline.net/course/view.php?id=32  or by e-mail to conference@adyanvillage.net
Logistic and financial information

· The conference is a 2 day program (November 29-30, 2012), with an optional cultural and touristic day on December 1, 2012 (extra fee). Arrival day is on November 28, 2012
· Conference venue: Lebanese American University- Byblos Campus (http://www.lau.edu.lb/about/campuses/byblos/  )
	Service 
	Cost (USD)

	Registration fees payable upon registration

· Conference fees, 

· Transportation between hotel and conference venue

· 2 lunches (November 29-30)

· Coffee-breaks

· Conference bag and booklet, 

· Free WIFI internet access 

Registration fee for Lebanese participants is 80 USD
	150

	Optional services

	Round trip Taxi: from and to the airport 
	75

	Conference official dinner (dinner + transportation)
	65

	Touristic day (including lunch)
	100

	Accommodation 

	Accommodation in Byblos (B&B)- 3 choices ranging from 80 USD to 200 USD/night


Notes: 

· Services do not cover international transportation (plane tickets and other) 

· Services do not include medical insurance
· Support for accommodation reservation will be available upon request before October 29.

For more information, go to http://www.adyanonline.net/course/view.php?id=32 or contact: conference@adyanvillage.net
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