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Making South Sudan’s 2018 Peace Deal work: Challenges and Opportunities
A public dialogue organised by the University Forum on Governance, the Network of South Sudan Civil Society Organisations in Uganda in partnership with the Konrad Adenauer Stiftung 

24th August 2018 Makerere University, Kampala
Concept Note 
Summary 
On Sunday 5th August 2018 the rivalling powers holders in South Sudan signed a peace agreement in Sudanese capital - Khartoum. The new peace pact climaxes the South Sudan’s quest for peace since the outbreak of a civil war in 2013. Thus, the University Forum on Governance and the Network of South Sudan Civil Society Organisations in Uganda in partnership with the Konrad Adenauer Stiftung are organising a public dialogue to discuss the challenges and opportunities for making the newly signed peace deal usher in a new era of peace and stability in South Sudan. 
The public dialogue will provide a comprehensive analysis of the agreement and the prospects for it to bring about lasting peace in South Sudan. The discussion will focus on the underlying contents of the agreements, their applicability and how the agreement can be better implemented to deliver lasting peace. 

Through the discussion, participants/stakeholders especially the South Sudan community will get to understand the contents as well as a detailed analysis of the agreement. This information will enable them to participate in the peace process with adequate knowledge and information. The same information will facilitate the demand for accountability from the different parties to the agreement. 
The dialogue targets diverse actors including academics, the South Sudan Community and their leaders in Uganda, civil society actors, political actors, media and concerned Ugandan public. 
Context 
In 2011, South Sudan seceded from Sudan to become the world’s youngest country putting an end to one of Africa’s longest civil war- between the Sudan government in Khartoum and the SPLA. However, moments of jubilation in South Sudan were short lived. Months after celebrating her second anniversary in 2013, an internal split within the Sudanese People’ Liberation Army (SPLA)—threw the world’s youngest state into a civil war. The war has since claimed many lives, over 2.5 million people have been displaced from their homes, making South Sudan the biggest source of refugees in the East African region. Thus, the war in South Sudan has become a great regional concern and an acute humanitarian catastrophe.   

There have been attempts to bring an end to the war in South Sudan, but these have been met with challenges. In 2015 a peace agreement was reached between the two warring groups - SPLA and SPLA-IO. This was facilitated by IGAD in Addis Ababa and as a result a unity Government was formed in April 2016.  This peace pact focused on the two main rival groups and while there was a peace agreement and later a unity government, other opposition groups in other parts of the country never ceased fire. Besides, a few months after the formation of a unity government, fresh clashes erupted in the capital, Juba, which forced the then Vice President Machar to flee the country ending hopes of a unity government and the 2015 peace agreement. 
The quest for peace then took a direction of a national dialogue which was proposed by President Kiir and launched on 22nd May 2017. Through the national dialogue it was hoped that all warring parties would come together for reconciliation. The implementation of the national dialogue was more inclusive giving hope to the different parties. However, results from the national dialogues were slow coming with some parties - Machar the main opposition leader failing to participate. 
At the pinnacle of the quest for peace, the warring parties in South Sudan on Wednesday 27th June 2018 agreed to terms that later led to the signing of the now a new peace agreement on Sunday 5th August 2018 in Khartoum. The new agreement combines elements of the 2015 peace deal as well as a unilateral cease-fire and brings on board all rebel groups in the country. More than ever before, the commitment to this agreement seem organic and strong from all parties involved but most especially the two major rivals. The signing of this peace pact has hyped the prospects for peace and tranquillity in the World’s youngest country. It is, therefore, important for all stakeholders to the peace process in South Sudan to internalise the agreement. This will not only facilitate the identification of entry points for the different stakeholders to contributing to the success of the new agreement but also clears and facilitate the process of accountability from the parties involved. 
Thus, UNIFOG and NOSSCOU in partnership with KAS have organised a public dialogue to discuss the new peace agreement. The dialogue is important as it will provide an opportunity to the different stakeholders to understand the content of the peace agreement. 

Approach

The dialogue will feature an expert presentation on “Making South Sudan’s 2018 Peace Agreement work: Challenges and Opportunities”. 
This will be followed by followed by analytical inputs from a selected panel of an academic, a member of South Sudan community, a member of the civil society and a political actor. The public dialogue will also feature voices from the participants. 
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