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Questions 

Basic question: How did German newspapers perceive the European-
debt-crisis between 2010 and 2016? 
• What was the trigger of the crisis from the perspective of the 

newspapers in 2010? 
• How did the newspapers assess the behaviour of the European 

institutions 2010-2012? 
• Example Greece: How did the German newspapers perceive the 

relationship between Greece and Germany after the election of 
January 2015? 

 



Relevance of topic 

• Newspapers are providers 
of topics, information and 
orientation 

• Impact on public opinion 

Sources of research 
• BILD 
• Frankfurter Allgemeine 

Zeitung/ Frankfurter 
Allgemeine 
Sonntagszeitung 

• SPIEGEL 
• TAGESZEITUNG/TAZ 



1. What did German newspapers 
consider as main causes of the 
debt crisis? 

(National bankruptcy with announce) 

Frankfurter Allgemeine Sonntagszeitung, 11.12.2009 

• Reporting began 2009 
• FAZ/FAS: Private and public 

debt rate 
• BILD: Lies of recipient states 
• SPIEGEL: Lies of EU 
• TAZ: Cost cuts of public sector 



(The Euro-lie) 
Der SPIEGEL, 8.3.2010 

→ Hypotheses 1:  Different perceptions 
of the causes of the crisis/ early 
concentration on Greece 



2. How did the newspapers assess the behaviour of the 
European institutions? 

BILD, 20.8.2010 
(Mrs Merkel, this is how we want to 
vote) 
BILD claimed referendum about 
adjustment programme 

BILD, 3.11.2011 
(Take away the Euro from the Greeks) 
Diskussion of the advantages of a GREXIT 



→ Hypotheses 2: Adjustment 
programmes mostly critical seen/ 
most spoke out for GREXIT  

(The last battle – How 
Europe runis it´s currency) 
Der SPIEGEL, 6.12.2010 

• Critics right from the start 
• Main fear: Destruction of 

exchange stability 
• GREXIT discussed since 

beginning of 2010/ 
periodic topic 



3. Reporting about the German-Greek 
relationship after the election of January 2015?  

BILD: Campaigning against new 
government/ highly 
emotionalised and politicised 
 
 
 

BILD, 20.3.2015 
(What the Greeks have costed us so far… fits into 88 
Trucks) 



(The German Superiority) 
SPIEGEL, 21.3.2015 

(The Wrong-Way-Driver) 
SPIEGEL, 31.1.2015 

(Our Greeks. Approach to a 
curious nation) 
SPIEGEL, 11.7.2015 



→ Hypotheses 3: The reporting of the BILD Zeitung mainly affected the image of the 
Germans in Europe and especially in Greece/ tensions between Greece and Germany 
started discourse about German role in Europe/ at the End of 2015 step-by-step more 
rational arguments 

(Limited Legally Competent) 
Frankfurter Allgemeine 
Sonntagszeitung, 1.5.2015 
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