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-\
THE
TRUTH HUNT

IN THIS STORY OF
PERSISTENT STRUGGLE IN THE
NAME OF TRUTH, A YOUNG JOURNALIST
JOINS FORCES WITH HER OLDER COLLEAGUE =
IN UNCOVERING A COMPLICATED CORRUPTION t
CASE THAT LEADS TO MANY DEAD ENDS. 1 |
\j WHEN THE WELFARE OF VULNERABLE PEOPLE :
IS AT STAKE, IT TAKES TWO MODERN-DAY
HEROES TO SAVE THE DAY. BUT EVERY
HERO HAS AN ACHILLES' HEEL.

|

WITH THIS COMIC BOOK 5
THE MEDIA PROGRAMME SOUTH EAST EUROPE
OF THE KONRAD-ADENAUER-STIFTUNG, WANTS TO
- RAISE AWARENESS ABOUT THE SITUATION OF MEDIA
PROFESSIONALS IN SOUTH EAST EUROPE AND §*
STRIVES TO IMPROVE THE WORKING CONDITIONS
OF JOURNALISTS AND MEDIA WORKERS INjﬂtt
i ™ THIS REGION.
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DELYANA HAS BEEN HAVING THE SAME
RECURRING DREAM SINCE SHE WAS LITTLE..




15 YEARS AGO..

k.
%

O

L Jo% &

;) S Q.

DELYANA, ARE
YOU GOING TO BED
ALREADY!?

I AM MOM ..

=~ SOON,

) ) HAVE YOU SEEN \Yoyy
i THE BOOK I/M READING? ()
I CANTFIND IT.. A )
oz ol

GOODNIGHT,
Mmom! | LOVE
youl!
\
T-THE..
TRUTH.... BY..TERRY oo~
P- PRATCHETT % T+
[ —~/
(- (\1 '\\..\
Y s
ZRRY ol
/







| CAN
CUT THROUGH
\ THE GLASS..
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j ;Zk IT'S THIS
/ 4 oream RN

b/ AGAIN..

OH, NO!
I'm GOING
TO BE LATE!

I'm GOING TO BE
LATE FOR THE
INTERNSHIP INTERVIEW.
THIS IS TERRIBLE.

DOWNSTAIRS. K

LY

NO TIME
FOR THAT,
SORRY. | WILL
SEE YOU LATER,

GRANDMA. WISH
ME LUCK!

You
DON'T NEED IT,
DEAR. YOU WILL

DO GREAT,
I'M SURE.




WHY
DON'T YOU GIVE
YOURSELF A BREAK?
WANT SOME
COFFEE?

THANKS, SIMEON.
MAYBE LATER. | JUST
CAN'T WRAP MY HEAD AROUND

THOSE DOCUMENTS FROM
THE PROPERTY REGISTER AND
IT'S BOTHERING ME.

| HOPE YOURE
AROUND NEXT TIME
| FIND MYSELF AT A
DEAD END.

n—

I'VE BEEN
DOING THIS JOB
FOR MORE THAN

&

SOMEONE N
HAS TO KEEP THE
GOOD SPIRITS OF THE
YOUNGSTERS, 'M GETTING
CLOSE TO RETIREMENT,
YOU KNOW..

A

YOU THAT YOU
REMIND ME A LOT

MY DAUGHTER.

SHE'S JUST LIKE
YOU - WANTING TO

DO EVERYTHING ALL AT
ONCE. VERY SELF-CRITICAL
AND EXTREMELY
STUBBORN.. BUT
LOVELY.

NOT AT ALL.
SHE LIVES IN
CANADA, BUT
WE KEEP IN
TOUCH.

DON'T SWEAT
IT, KID. YOUVE
BEEN AN INTERN
HERE FOR JUST
* TWO MONTHS..
a D
P ==
— AND ~
YOUVE BEEN
SHOWING MORE
PASSION IN YOUR
WORK THAN SOME
OF YOUR OLDER
COLLEAGUES.




THE MATTER,
DELYANA?

SAID ANYTHING
TO UPSET
you?

AND LET ME
GIVE YOU AN ADVICE
FROM AN OLD WISE
MAN. YOU APPRECIATE
FAMILY BEST WHEN
IT'S AWAY.

NO..
IT'S NOT YOUR
FALULT. IVE BEEN TRYING
NOT TO GIVE IT MUCH
THOUGHT BUT | CAN'T
ELP IT.

| UNDERSTAND,
KID. HEY... FEEL
FREE TO CALL THE
DAY OFF. I'LL SPEAK

TO MIRKOVIC.

IT's my

" (
P
{J
GRANDMOTHER

’ N~/
TSVETA. SHE HASN'T \
BEEN FEELING VERY

WELL LATELY. WE HAVE A
LATER TODAY AND

*
Z

DOCTOR'S APPOINTMENT
I'm VERY WORRIED.

YOUR
GRANDMOTHER'S
—, CONDITION REQUIRES
SPECIAL CARE. YOU
SAID EARLIER THAT
YOURE LIVING ALONE
WITH HER AND THAT
YOUVE BEEN VERY
BUSY WITH YOUR
STUDIES LATELY,
RIGHT?

|

HER HEART
CONDITION ISN'T
VERY GOOD. AT THIS
STAGE WE CAN'T DO
MORE THAN OFFER
SUPPORTIVE

THERAPY.

YES, AND
WHAT DOES
THIS HAVE TO
DO WITH mY
GRANDMA'S
HEALTH?




A LOT,

YOURE NOT

IN FACT. WHAT
WOULD HAPPEN
IF LET'S SAY, SHE
SUDDENLY FEELS
UNWELL AND

DAUGHTER
IS TAKING VERY
GOOD CARE

OF ME,
DOCTOR.

I AM SURE

YOUR HEALTH

/I

OF THAT, BUT IN
CERTAIN CASES
IT'S BEST TO PUT

THE HANDS OF
PROFESSIONALS

IN

ESPECIAL

LY WHEN
THE CONSEQUENCES
COULD BE FATAL
OTHERWISE.

I CAN TELL
YOU EVERYTHING
ABOUT OUR HOSPICE
PROGRAMME, WHICH 1S
THE BEST OPTION FOR
YOU, CONSIDERING
THE SITUATION.

SORRY,
WE WILL NEED
SOME TIME TO
THINK ABOUT
& IT.

N




HEY, IT'S SIMEON.
EVERYTHING ALRIGHT?
HOW DID THE VISIT TO
THE DOCTOR GO?

THIS SOUNDS
RIDICULOUS... )
- .THAT'S NOT

ALL. | WAS
V- SEARCHING FOR
MORE INFORMATION
T\ ABOUT MEDICA PLUS
ONLINE AND GUESS
WHAT-
)

®

..SOME OF
THE PEOPLE ON
THE INTERNET AREN'T
VERY PLEASED WITH

THEIR SERVICE. I 2

L e e
PEOPLE CLAIMING
THE DOCTORS AT THE
CLINIC ARE FALSELY
TELLING OLDER PATIENTS
THEY HAVE SEVERAL

MONTHS TO LIVE

SOMETHING'S
NOT QUITE
ERE

I

HE TOLD US
SHE NEEDS TO BE
ENROLLED IN THEIR
HOSPICE PROGRAMME
AFTER JUST BRIEFLY
LOOKING THROUGH
HER MEDICAL
RECORD..

= Vo

AND NEED TO

ENTER THEIR HOSPICE
PROGRAMME, WHICH AS
YOU CAN IMAGINE |15
QUITE PRICEY.

A

<3
/////,

/“

THAT'S HORRIBLE...

L3

b

=

/ THERE'S

MORE. | FOUND
INFORMATION ABOUT
A COURT CASE AGAINST
MEDICA PLUS, WHICH
WAS TERMINATED
ABRUPTLY DUE TO

WITHDRAWAL OF
CHARGES.

ARE YOoUu
THINKING WHAT
I'Mm THINKING?

| SURE AM.
BUT, THE MOST
REASONABLE
THING TO DO AT
THE MOMENT IS TO
GET A SECOND
MEDICAL
OPINION.
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Q.

W

wow!
THIS IS WHAT
I CALL A FLYING
START.
IT'S ANYTHING
BUT A FLYING

START.

il

AFTER SPENDING A FEW
DAYS AT ANOTHER CLINIC
TSVETA'S HEALTH STABILIZES
AND SHE'S DISCHARGED WITH
A SIMPLE HOME THERAPY
PRESCRIPTION. DELYANA'S
SUSPICION ABOUT MEDICA
PLUS' MALPRACTICE IS
CONFIRMED.

/~ THEY SEEMED
/ VERY RELUCTANT
WHEN THEY TOLD
ME TO FIND MORE |
INFORMATION ON /)|
THE CASE.

©

VIKTUTE ET_ SAFIENTIA

EASTERN UNIVERSITY

oo
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A FEW DAYS LATER AT THE FACULTY
OF JOURNALISWM DELYANA GOES TO...

PRACTICALLY
NOTHING AT THE
MOMENT. BUT |

AS THEY ARE.. I'M
SURE SOMETHING
ILLEGAL IS GOING
ON THERE.

WON'T LEAVE THINGS

@\

HIl. | SEEM TO E §

HAVE MISSED A
CALL FROM THIS

—<

L;;

Bgzz%!

NUMBER EARLIER 2 Vi
= TODAY.
| WAS TRYING TO L TR e '
CONTACT YOU IN RELATION TO A =k =Xy ~
PUBLICATION OF YOURS IN AN ONLINE ~
FORUM ABOUT MEDICA
PLUS GROUP.

YOUVE S
ACCUSED NP == ot 188
THEM OF 2 AR INK', )

FRAUDULENT & =/ KLINR: R .
ACTIVITIES. 1 cAn seno NIRRT ] ' Nt
YOU THE EXACT ¢ 3
PUBLICATION. (=71 ] /
PLEASE, '
DON'T CALL ME
AGAIN. IF | WERE
YOU, | WOULDN'T WHAT'S \ NOTHING..
GET NEAR THAT HE JUusT
DON'T REMEMBER CLINIC. TAKE IT DES%',L\'E ?C\),(/\'A AT ) ENOED THE
THINGS.. ' OID HE SAY? '
N\ v/ =)

_’0_




T PRINT q / o
| = . OH, IVE BEEN 7 =Y/ ©
B ) MEANING TO / v/ / -#
TALK TO YOU, =T, 2
il | ss) DELYANA. s . &
okl
A
=] :\\ \ (
W | HEARD 5
= YOURE WORKING ‘
= ON A STORY ABOUT GATHERIG
Gs/zmggf"c:o%uske RO,
, MR, MIRKOVIC.
( THINGS GOING IT'S GOING A BIT
— THERE? N SLOW, BUT
N\ SOMETHING WILL
THE NEXT DAY AT COME OUT OF
THE NEWSROOM.. \\\‘H 4 IT, '™ SURE.

DOES THIS
MEAN THAT

SOMEONE
ELSE WILL TAKE
OVER THE
STORY?

WE'LL SEE.
THIS ISN'T
SOMETHING
TO WORRY
ABOUT. ‘

—~ ~—

DROP THIS
STORY, DELYANA.
IT'S TOO BIG FOR

AN INTERN.

WE'LL FIND
SOMETHING ELSE
FOR YOU TO

WORK ON.

ITS \
OVER WITH THE
MEDICA PLUS STORY...
MIRKOVIC JUST TOLD
ME HE WANTS ME TO
GIVE UP ON IT
BECAUSE I'M JUsST
AN INTERN.

e [
M FEW MINUTES LATER..

AM | \
INTERRUPTING? ) Y

i

/ THEY

SPELLED /MY
NAME WRONG! ;EVCO";‘Z%’mﬁ
/| can you BELIEVE ' .
IT? AFTER 20
YEARS THEY | THINK | CAN
SPELLED MV oo cowvwce HIM THAT

THIS IS AN IMPORTANT
STORY AND HE HAS
TO GIVE YOU A
CHANCE.

NAME WRONG., 10" )

_”_



SEVERAL WEEKS LATER. THE CHIEF EDITOR
ALLOWS SIMEON AND DELYANA TO TEAM UP
IN WRITING THE MEDICA PLUS GROUP 5TORY.
WHAT THEY FIND INDICATES THAT THE CASE

PROBABLY GOES DEEPER THAN THEY
ﬁ Y EN TER HAVE EXPECTED...
wep!CA
4 g ¢ - z M NOT
o b % ) i/ THAT OLD,
- \ KID. GOING
: T® & )| UNDERCOVER IS
| = | | = My SECOND
B = = | NATURE,
q L 7 >l * )R\ BELIEVE IT
- A OR NOT.
] e > | (@D 1y <
/ /= D il \ i
7 (" EVERYTHING
/M&) READY? 15 THE \ i
okl A T RecoroER —
- % WORKING? Dy
/MW///
7z v
RV 2
~ 1L BE
= WAITING FOR
- YOU OUTSIDE. THEY WHO'S NEXT?
CAN RECOGNIZE PLEASE, COME N,
ME THERE..

I'VE BEEN
EXPERIENCING
THIS SHARP PAIN IN
My ABDOMEN
FOR sOME
TIME NOW.

THAT
DOES NOT 50UND ~ \
GOOD. PLEASE, HAVE

WHAT DID
THEY 5AY?

..THEIR
HOSPICE

LET ME PUT
IT THIS WAY -
| WOULDVE BEEN
| VERY WORRIED

\ IF 1 DID NOT KNOW
WHAT KIND OF
PEOPLE THEY

THIS TIME
THEIR PATIENT
WENT IN WITH A
FAKE MEDICAL
\ RECORD AND
A RECORDER

ACCORDING TO
THEM, I'M BASICALLY
DYING AND THE BEST
OPTION |5..

NOW
THEY'LL BE THE
TRICKED ONES.




BACK AT THE DAILY
WATCHER NEWSROOM,
DELYANA IS TRYING TO

GET CRUCIAL INFORMATION
FROM PEOPLE LINKED TO
MEDICA PLUS, SHE FINDS

OUT THE EMPLOYMENT
CONTRACTS OF SEVERAL
NURSES AND A DOCTOR,
WHO WORKED FOR THE
HOSPICE CARE CENTER
FOR OVER TEN YEARS
WERE ALL TERMINATED
SIMULTANEOUSLY.

PLEASE, PLEASE,
PICK UP! DON'T
HANG UP THE PHONE
LIKE THE OTHER
NURSES... .

= you ooN'T
UNDERSTAND, IT'S
ALL WATER UNDER
THE BRIDGE NOW.

WELL...
I'm NOT
WORKING
THERE
ANYMORE.

I'M CALLING
FROM THE DAILY
WATCHER. WERE
WRITING A STORY
ON MEDICA PLUS

AND | BELIEVE

YOU CAN TELL 4@
ME MORE ABOUT §
THE GROUP.

MS, KOVACEVIC,
| THINK YOU WOULDN'T
STILL BE TALKING TO ME
IF IT WAS DEAD
AND BURIED, CAN WE
MEET?

AT LAST,

THE
SOME REAL g CONVERSATION
PROGRESS! ' WITH THE DOCTOR

NOW ALL | HAVE lﬁ\' ‘[E‘é/gg g'\%RGE

0O | .

T%e%éc’c?é% AFTER HE AGREES

y TO TALK WITH
DELYANA IN

PERSON, HE ENDS
THE CALL WITH
THE WORDS...

MEANWHILE, SIMEON HAS BEEN LISTENING TO
THE RECORDING OF HIS VISIT TO THE CLINIC...

WE GOT

WHEN ANY OF YOUu
PEOPLE WERE GOING
TO START SNIFFING
AROUND THAT
PLACE.

THEM, KID, JUST
GET THOSE
PEOPLE'S
STORIES!




w2y romp R cam) O Jos ™
i DELYANA AND LENA MEET LATER THAT DAY IN THE PARK

. J“v —:7 oy N
| CALLED YOU N\
BECAUSE WE Y A

NEED YOUR HELP, (N

N LENA. h 10
W WE THINK s
y” MEDICA PLUS HAS

| BEEN IMPLEMENTING
SONME ILLEGAL
PRACTICES IN ITS WORK
A AND SOMETHING TELLS ME
"\ THAT THIS STATEMENT
DOESN'T COME AS A

& SURPRISE TO

4

WHY AM |
NEEDED HERE
IF YOU CAN READ
MYy MIND?

IS THERE
ANYTHING YOU
WISH TO
FORGET?

DO YOU KNOW ANYTHING
ABOUT MEDICA PLUS TRYING

TO ENROLL PATIENTS IN THEIR '
HOSPICE PROGRAMME, EVEN

THOUGH THEY DON'T NEED

SUCH TREATMENT?

| HAVEN'T
BEEN THINKING
OF THAT PLACE
FOR QUITE SOME
TIME NOW.

CUT TO THE
CHASE.

| DID
my JoB
THE BEST
| COULD..
| DIDN'T DO
ANYTHING
WRONG.

/

| WANT TO
HELP YOU. | JUST
DON'T WANT TO

I CAME TO THE ‘
NOTION THAT YOU

AGREED TO MEET N CAUSE TROUBLE
ME TO TELL ME  HAVE YOU FOR MYSELF
SOMETHING.. CHANGED
ANA, | YOUR MIND? AND MY FAMILY.
UNDERSTAND. > <\ - | PROMISED..,
BUT WITH YOUR
HELP WE CAN
EXPOSE THE
PEOPLE YOU
FEAR.

| WAS
FIRED MORE
THAN A YEAR AGO
BECAUSE | DID NOT
WANT TO COMPLY
WITH THE ACTIONS
THEY REQUIRED ME
TO DO.

WHATEVER YOU
KEEP TO YOURSELF
GETS PUBLIC, THEY
WLL NOT GO
UNPUNISHED. 2 24

A" LN

>

_’4_



) - A
AP <« " "<
— 'g WARM PRETZELS!
\ SELLING WARM \
PRELES 5 ‘\)
7 =~ D%
g
B I

AND WHAT / THIS | CANNOT
WERE THOSE TELL YOU. MY SILENCE 15 STILL
ACTIONS? WORTH SOMETHING TO THEM.

I AM TAKING
L CARE OF MY SONS )
ON MY OWN...

.AND
| WAS OUT OF
A JOB AT THE

- ..l WASTED
- YOUR TIME
| SHOULON'T JUST AS YOURE

HAVE COME. ..

WASTING YOURS...

N ..THEY
WON'T COME

TO JUSTICE.

[ ‘
\

I'm
NOT HERE
TO JUDGE
YOU, LENA.

THANK YOU
FOR YOUR
DECISION TO
MEET ME

AFTER ALL.




Hl, DELYANA?
WE SPOKE EARLIER
ON THE PHONE. I'M
OR. OLARESCLU.

THANK YOU

= FOR COMING,
N DOCTOR. PLEASE,
HAVE A SEAT.

e [S[ 333300 =

A FEW HOURS LATER...

MAY SOUND
STRANGE
TO YOU, BUT

IVE EXPECTED

YOUR CALL.

IT WAS ONLY
A MATTER OF
TIME UNTIL PEOPLE
BEGAN TO NOTICE
THEIR MISCHIEF.
I'M NOT SURE HOW

41
~ .1 BET you . Ji
{ STILL DON'T HAVE THE = ‘
SLIGHTEST IDEA.. &>
W >
ABOUT HOW
DISGRACEFUL /
THE WHOLE
STORY 15. i
7 D THAT'S WHY
| CALLED YOU.
50 HOW
MUCH DO
YOU KNOW?
AT THIS
STAGE WE
SUPPOSE THAT
MEDICA PLUS 15
ENGAGED IN ILLEGAL
ACTIVITIES BY FALSELY
TELLING PATIENTS
THEY'RE TERMINALLY

ILL AND IN NEED
OF PROFESSIONAL
CARE.. EXPENSIVE
PROFESSIONAL
CARE.

| DON'T KNOW
ANYTHING FOR SURE..

_’6_



WHAT DO 'y
N\ YOU MEAN?

WELL,
AssUme )i
NO MORE. / ||

7 NOT ONLY ARE
THEY LYING TO
PATIENTS, BUT THEY'RE
ALSO TRYING TO
CORRUPT THEIR STAFF J

AND HAVE BEEN
REALLY GOOD AT
DOING SO.

COLLEAGUES
LIKE.. LENA

KOVACEVIC?

BECAUSE |
DIDN'T WANT TO
LIE TO PEOPLE'S
FACES THAT
THEY'RE GOING
TO DIE UNLESS
THEY OPEN THEIR ‘

SHE WAS ONE
OF THOSE WHO
SHOWED sOME

DIGNITY, FOR WHICH

SHE GOT FIRED..

.. BUT
SOME OF MY
COLLEAGUES DIODN'T

@ SEEM TO MIND.

UNTIL
SHE BEGAN
RECEIVING
THEIR GENEROUS
SUPPORT.

IT WAS MADE
TO LOOK LIKE AN
ACT OF KINDNESS
ON THEIR BEHALF,
BECAUSE SHE'S A
SINGLE MOTHER.

CAN YOU TELL ME MORE
ABOUT THE FALSE DIAGNOSES?
HOW EXACTLY DID THEY
MANAGE TO PULL THIS OFF?

. _

q

BUT WE ALL KNOW

THE GROUP
WHAT IT REALLY 15. OWNERS - THE
KALIMANOVS,
SOME OF THE OTHER BRIBED
NURSES ALSO SENSED SEVERAL OF
WHAT WAS GOING ON AS THE DOCTORS

THEY WERE TAKING EVERYDAY
CARE OF THE PATIENTS. BUT
THEY WERE QUIET AS MICE
BECAUSE THEY FEARED
LOSING THEIR JOBS.

TO ABIOE BY
THEIR SCHEME.

THOSE WHO REFUSED
TO FOLLOW WERE LATER
FIRED UNDER RIDICULOUS
CIRCUMSTANCES.

_’7_



W]

(%]
YOU KNOW
MORE ABOUT
THE COURT CASE
AGAINST MEDICA
PLUS FROM
THREE YEARS
AGO?

N _
.

IT ENDED QUICKLY
BECAUSE THE CLAIMANT ‘

THE CLINIC 1S
CHOOSING VERY
CAREFULLY.

THEY
PREY UPON

n {\_-
PEOPLE, WHO LOOK 4 f S Enar
DESPERATE AND ‘II ‘ Y

WORRIED ABOUT
THEIR HEALTH.

THOSE KIND
OF PEOPLE EXPECT
TO HEAR THE WORST
. AND THEY GET

THE WORST.

AND THE g

PATIENTS? WHY
AREN'T THEY

_ SUSPICIOUS? ¢

DROPPED THE CHARGES.

YES.. THE
KALIMANOVS
WERE QUITE

WORRIED
THEN...

..ONE OF THE
PATIENTS' RELATIVES
BECAME SUSPICIOUS
SHORTLY AFTER HER
FATHER ENTERED
THE HOSPICE CENTER
AND WANTED TO CHECK
SOME DOCUMENTS
ISSUED AFTER THE
ADMISSION. P

WHEN THEY
REFUSED TO SHOW
THE DOCUMENTS,
SHE GOT FURIOUS,
TOLD THEM SHE
KNEW THEY WERE
FRAUDSTERS AND

..AND WHEN
OFFERED A
DECENT AMOUNT OF
MONEY PEOPLE
CHOOSE TO CLOSE
THEIR EYES AND GO
ON WITH THEIR
LIFE.

COURT TRIALS AGAINST
SUCH LARGE COMPANIES

ARE AN ENDLESS AND
EXPENSIVE BATTLE ..

BUT WITH ENOUGH MONEY
HANDED UNDER THE TABLE,
PEOPLE'S MORALS FADE

AWAY LIKE FOG..
‘ \ ABSOLUTELY!

N

THANK YOU
FOR YOUR
ASSISTANCE,
DR. OLARESCLU.
CAN WE USE YOUR
TESTIMONY IN
OUR ARTICLE?




DELYANA RETURNS
TO THE NEWSROOM
TO TELL SIMEON ABOUT
HER FINDINGS FROM THE

DOCTOR AND THE NURSE.

THE TWO GO TO
MR. MIRKOVIC' S OFFICE

MR. MIRKOVIE
CHIEF EDITO
Al

TO UPDATE HIM ON THEIR
PROGRESS, BUT THEY
FIND HIM IN A BAD MOOD...

| SEE
YOUVE SPENT
TIME AND EFFORTS
ON THIS PIECE.

BUT WE
CAN'T PUBLISH
AN ARTICLE ACCUSING
ONE OF THE BIGGEST
HEALTHCARE
COMPANIES IN THE
COUNTRY OF

OH, | WAS
JUST ABOUT
TO TALK WITH

YOU TWO..

A
..AND THE RULING
PARTY OF CORRUPTION
WITHOUT SOLID EVIDENCE.

WE'RE
HERE TO TELL
YOU DELYANA JUST
CAME BACK FROM
HER MEETING WITH
TWO PEOPLE, WHO
WERE WORKING
FOR MEDICA PLUS
FOR QUITE SOME
TIME BEFORE
THEY GOT
FIRED.

THEYVE GOT
SOME VERY
IMPORTANT
THINGS TO SAY.
| THINK WE HAVE
ENOUGH EVIDENCE
[\ 7O WRITE THAT
ARTICLE. A

EXCUSE ME?!
YOU DID ALL THAT
WITHOUT TELLING

ME FIRST?

AND BESIOES,
| PAID A VISIT
TO THE CLINIC
WHERE | WAS
IMMEDIATELY
OFFERED THEIR
HOSPICE

ALL WE DID

SERVICE.

JUST SO YOU KNOW, I'm
HEALTHY AS A BULL. |
RECORDED EVERYTHING
THERE.

WAS IN FAVOUR OF
THE STORY. WE DIDN'T
ASSUME WE WILL HAVE TO
REPORT EVERY STEP
OF THE PROCESS.




THAT'S THE
LAST THING

WE WANT, MR,

MIRKOVIC. BUT

WE CAN SEE

00 You THIS STORY 15
WANT TO OF GREAT

CAUSE SIGNIFICANCE.
TROUBLE WHAT ARE

FOR THE WE SUPPOSED

TO DO
NOw?

BECAUSE IF YOU CONTINUE
TO ACT THIS WAY THAT'S
WHAT'S GOING TO HAPPEN.

YOU RELY
UPON THE PRATTLE
OF TWO PEOFPLE,
WHO ARE CLEARLY
ANGRY AT THEIR
FORMER BOSSES
BECAUSE THEY GOT
FIRED AND ARE
LOOKING FOR A
WAY TO GET BACK

FORGET
ABOUT IT,
WE ARE NOT
PUBLISHING
THIS
ARTICLE!!!

I T ([ T

| LATER THAT NIGHT.. | .
E
I ‘T J BT OH, IT WAS A
| - T ROUGH DAY, DEAR. WE
HOW WAS ' &Nlo ( someHow mANAGED
WORK TODAY? 1 : TO PISS OFF
) . = MIRKOVIE,
=
Y
o N |
\\()//

REALLY
STRANGE, IF
YOU ASK ME..

WHAT
HAPPENED?

X<~ _ MHAELA
A\ \ o SIMONOVSKA,

> YOU KNOW I'm W FORNMER EXECUTIVE
@ HELPING OUR NEW . § DIRECTOR OF THE
& _f INTERN WITH THE DRUG REGULATOR, IS

=\ MEDICAFLUS STORY. | N | ONE OF THE NANES

—~

— =\ MIRKOVIC WANTS US
I -y THE POSITION OF
' =\ 7O OROP IT.. HEALTH
JUST WHEN WE MINISTER.

FINALLY GATHERED
USEFUL INFORMATION.

—
T

_20_



MOMENT HE 15
TOTALLY ON BOARD, THE
NEXT HE'S YELLING AT
N\ US IN HIS OFFICE.

| DON'T LIKE
CALLS FROM
HIDDEN NUMBERS.

SEE IF YOU
CAN TALK
IT THROUGH.

WHAT IF IT'S
IMPORTANT?

LOOK OVER
THE WINDOW.
NOW.

7| THINK (TS
FROM WORK,

DO YOU LIKE THE
LOOK OF IT? YOUR

APARTMENT IS NEXT.
YOU KNOW WHAT
TO OO.



30 MINUTES LATER..

YOURE SAYING
THE CALL CAME
FROM AN
UNKNOWN

NUMBER... 4

YOU DIDN'T
RECOGNIZE

|15 THERE
ANOTHER WAY

TO GATHER

EVIDENCE?

THE
NEIGHBOURS DIDN'T
TELL ME ANYTHING

USEFUL, SIR. THEY SAY
THEY ONLY SAW THE
SMOKE AND FLAMES

AND CALLED THE FIRE

DEPARTMENT.

DO YOU KNOW
WHY YOU CAN

OF SUCH AN
OUR OPTIONS
SEEM VERY LIMITED, ACTION, SIR 2
SIR. THERE ARE NO
SECURITY CAMERAS
INSTALLED IN THE
PERIMETER.

I'm A |
JOURNALIST FOR

THE DAILY WATCHER.
| AM WORKING e
ON A CORRUPTION
STORY WITH A
COLLEAGUE

OF

AND YOUR
COLLEAGUE?
DO YOU KNOW
IF SHE'S SAFE

AT THE MOMENT?

MINE.

o,




MEDICA PLUS

Nog  premaceuicals

EMAIL?
SHOULD |
OPEN IT...

OH, WHAT
THE HECK.

L JoX ]

Gttps://E-Hai

1s.com/Delyana_inbo

@ From a well-wisher

g UNIVERSITY SCEDULE - j

<] UNKNOUN SENDER: From a well-wisher

[0 &]

Aren’t you a curious little girl!

We like to reward people like you with

what they deserve.

Ready for your reward?
IBAN: SR19 EAST 2783 2749 47

I3

THEY'VE oA UGH, WHAT
GOT MY BANK AM | SUPPOSED TO DO
ACCOUNT WITH THIS? MAYBE | SHOULD
NUMBER... JUST CALL SIMEON..
HE WOULD KNOW.

WHAT?
OH MY GOD!

ARE YOU
OKAY?

OKAY
MIGHT NOT

BE THE RIGHT
WORD..

| MYSELF JUST
GOT AN ANONYMOUS
EMAIL REGARDING

THEY ARE
TRYING TO
BuUy MY SILENCE.

_23_

I WAS JUST ABOUT

SIMEON...
GOOD TIMING.

TO CALL YOU.

THEY
INTIMIDATED

MUST BE REALLY

LET'S MEET AND
TALK TOMORROW.

THEN.




oy

WHAT 41 VF\L
HAPPENED \") '« 4,
- AFTER YOU  Jis oy
i IT WAS ABOUT N CALLED an .
{ TIME FOR THEM TO . THE POLICE? A ( (q
> FIRE BACK. M

/' ) T “1 ;;%l‘g,? i

ooee Zo e i | | ‘,;:zf g
et WO R R
A (, [ E ‘ 9

A POLICE »
CAR WITH THREE
POLICE OFFICERS
ARRIVED AFTER

15 MINUTES..

R

NOBODY
SAW ANYTHING AND
THERE ARE NO

5\ CAMERAS NEARBY. -
|
THEY AL PROBABILITY

QUESTIONED ME N ' 13 L ik | 4= AL 2 OF FINDING WHO THE

AND SEVERAL | ) v \\ PERPETRATOR |5
NEIGHBOURS | i Ve \ ) SEEMS SMALL.
OF MINE. A e =D

=] . ) )~ HOWEVER, THE

POLICEMEN ASSURED
ME THEY'LL LAUNCH AN
\ INVESTIGATION.

| NEVER
THOUGHT IT WOULD
COME TO THIS..

MEANS WE
ARE ON THE
RIGHT TRACK FOR
SURE.. BESIDES,
[\ | NEEDED A
NEW CAR
NYWAYS.

| UNDERSTAND.
| DON'T KNOW ABOUT
YOU, BUT I'M STILL

WILLING TO WRITE
3 THE STORY.

/ ALL
JOKES ASIDE, YOU

SHOULD KNOW THAT
ME AND MY WIFE
WILL STAY AT OUR

MOUNTAIN VILLA (
>FOR A WHILE. 7 WE NEED
YOU CAN

TO PUBLISH
IT ELSEWHERE,

JOIN, IF YOU THOUGH. YOU
WANT. READY TO TAKE

THAT RISK?

IMPOSSIBLE.
SOMEONE HAS
TO LOOK AFTER
TSVETA.

| AM, BUT
WHAT ABOUT MIRKOVIC
AND THE NEWSPAPER?




| DONT
TRUST MIRKOVIC
ANYMORE.

EVER SINCE
HE BECAME

CHIEF EDITOR THIS
IS NOT THE SAME
NEWSPAPER. MY
JOB THERE
IS DONE.

CALL ME
IMMEDIATELY, IF
SOMETHING'S WRONG.
WE'RE GOING TO WRITE

THAT ARTICLE.
_NO MATTER WHAT!

\|l// IH A\t

o U

SEVERAL
WEEKS GO 8Y..

DELYANA HAS
DECIDED TO
NEVER GO BACK TO
THE DAILY WATCHER
NEWSROOM AGAIN

AND IN THE MEANTIME
SHE HAS COME UP
WITH A BOLD PLAN..

HOW ARE
YOU SPENDING
YOUR TIME AT
THE VILLA?

EXCELLENT!
THE NATURE
HERE BRINGS
ME 50 MUCH
Jor.

BY THE WAY,

FROM THE POLICE
INVESTIGATION?

YOU NEED
IT AFTER WHAT
). HAPPENED.

ARE THERE ANY RESULTS

WHAT'S IMPORTANT
NOW. WE MUST TRY
OUR BEST TO
PUBLISH THIS
~_ ARTICLE.

L4
S WHAT
NS C ABOUT HIM?
HEY, WHAT \
IF ' TOLD w \
YOU | THOUGHT
OF A WAY TO =) ) /
PUBLISH IT?
IT 50
HAPPENS THAT
THERE'S THIS HE'S THE CREATOR

MAN, ANTON OGNYAROV.
HE STUDIED JOURNALISM
AT MY FACULTY AND
GRADUATED SEVERAL
YEARS AGO.

i

OF A WEBSITE FOR
INDEPENDENT
INVESTIGATIVE
JOURNALISM.

IT'S CALLED THE
TRUTH HUNT AND IT'S
FUNDED MAINLY BY READERS'
CONTRIBUTIONS.
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WONDERF UL ~F
CERFUL!
CAN YOU Ty TELLHM OK.
CONTACT Him? /| lame=r—| -7 EVERYTHING ABOUT M FincERs
g THE STORY. DON'T , CROSSED!
SPARE ANY DETALLS.
BUT FIRST MAKE

SURE WE CAN
TRUST HIM.

PLANNING TO.
( JUST WANTED TO

ASK FOR YOUR

OPINION FIRST f

—m
—~ _AH, THE

OLD UNIVERSITY. =2 =/
l THANKS FOR

A IMGLAD TO N P ‘
,Il BE HERE. A—H M ﬂ\lﬂ@ J
L L 1%
|/’ RESPONDING T

N UNIVERSITY o000 00000000070

Mim=

MY MESSAGES. SOME
PART OF ME THOUGHT
YOU WOULD NOT
PAY ATTENTION.

(g
e S YESMANG NO
IT IS NOT AG . —
SOMETHING % Q <
ABOUT THE ~ DEPENDS ON e
SECRET WHETHER =
LIFE OF N { YOU PERCEIVE N
CELEBRITIES THE KALIMANOV =
S~ FATHER AND
CELEBRTIES
IN YOUR MESSAGES LEBRITIES.
yOU DIDN'T MENTION WHAT -
KIND OF STORY YOU HAVE //
IN MIND,
) (‘\N\Fm . A (' 3 f g
/ Y\/\, 'Az;")) 1 \ 3

WHEN YOU PUT

, p : YES,
s i 7 LLM \ ESPECIALLY
¢ \ /| /4
! 2 » \ na IVAN KALIMANOV'S
! ] ay
&

GOOD FRIEND

PPN | N T ¥ | Q) MHAELA SIMONOVSKA

. L oae=tes iy IN THE PICTURE,
« =4 AN T
N ke - \
THE KALlMANOVS?\ o S HEALTH MINISTER.
| WOULDN'T CALL o
THEM CELEBRITIES, 4 THEY'VE
BFL'J;RTFHSL ‘sr}liEEHIAG‘T-iE KNOWN EACH OTHER
SOCIETY FOR MANY YEARS
. SINCE UNIVERSITY.

e,
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NONE OF
THAT REALLY
MATTERS
ON ITS OWN
WITHOUT WHAT
I'M GOING
TO TELL YOUu
NEXT

A\

DELYANA TELLS ANTON
EVERYTHING SHE AND SIMEON
FOUND OUT ABOUT THE BUSINESS
OF IVAN KALIMANOV AND PLAMEN
KALIMANOV, FATHER AND SON,
WHO RUN THE MEDICA PLUS GROUP.

MORE WE
THE DIRT

..BUT THEY
THE WHOLE

..AND THE

NOT ONLY
DO THEY LIE TO
THEIR PATIENTS
IN THE NAME
OF PROFIT...

IN A WAY..

DUG,
IER

LIE TO
NATION

FUNDS AND
INTIMIDATION

OF
JOURNALISTS

THIS IS5 BIG,
DELYANA!

THINK YOU

CAN PUBLISH
SUCH A STORY?
NO PARTS LEFT

out?

..WE FOUND
EVIDENCE THAT
IN THE LAST SIX

YEARS THE RULING

PARTY..

..HAS BEEN
DIRECTING EU FUNDS
TO MEDICA PLUS
GROUP'S PROJECTS
EVEN THOUGH...

..THE
COMPANY
DOESN'T MEET
THE SELECTION
CRITERIA.

THAT'S WHY THE
TRUTH HUNT EXISTS.
WE NEED PEOPLE
LIKE YOU.

The Political Elite
Stays Silent While

The Kalimanov Trade

In Human Lives

4

THE NEWS ABOUT THE WRONGDOINGS
OF THE KALIMANOV SPREAD LIKE FIRE.
THIS IS ONE OF THE MOST SIGNIFICANT

JOURNALISTIC INVESTIGATIONS
THE TRUTH HUNT HAS EVER PUBLISHED.

DELYA-A-A-ANA,

COME QUICKLY! /
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YES, YES.
LOOK WHAT
YOUVE DONE.

—\

OF PEOPLE
GATHERED
HERE IN FRONT
OF THE MEDICA
PLUS CLINIC TO
EXPRESS THEIR
OUTRAGE AND /
DEMAND FOR
JUSTICE.

N mn‘l-l’

U v——

27.08.22 /| HOBUHWTE AHEC / NPOTECTM MPEA KJIMHKATA MEAMKA .
—r y

VR
7

EARLIER
TODAY, THE CHIEF
PROSECUTOR MADE AN
ANNOUNCEMENT...

..THAT AN
INVESTIGATION
INTO THE GROUFP'S
ACTIVITIES WILL BE
LAUNCHED IN THE
FOLLOWING

ANYTHING,

MY LITTLE

ONE. I'M 50
PROUD

TWO MONTHS GO BY.
DELYANA VISITS SIMEON.

INVESTIGATION AND HAS

SHE'S WORKING ON ANOTHER
COME TO SEEK HIS ADVICE.

OH,
STOP IT, SIMO.
I'm STILL A
NEWBIE.

IT'S SO NICE
YOU CAME ALL
THE WAY
HERE JUST TO
SEE ME.

| TOLDO MYSELF
BECOME AN ASPIRING
JOURNALIST ...

THAT NOW WHEN YOUVE
YOUNG INVESTIGATIVE A

.\ YOUR OLD FRIEND

.YOU'LL
HAVE NO TIME FOR

HERE.




| REALLY
FEEL LIKE
THIS IS WHERE
| BELONG
NOW.

ARE YOU ‘
GETTING ALONG
WITH THE PEOPLE
FROM THE TRUTH
HUNT?

THIS WHOLE
STORY CHANGED
OUR LIVES FOR

THE BEST,
DELYANA.

‘ |

- YOU FOUND
THE PLACE THAT
GIVES YOU PURPOSE
IN LIFE AND |
FOUND MINE.

| DON'T
REGRET TAKING
EARLY RETIREMENT
AND MOVING OUT OF
THE CITY. JUST
LOOK AT THIS...

| WAS IN
A LABYRINTH,
DESPERATELY

TRYING TO FIND MY
WAY OUT...

..THERE
WAS A GLASS

WALL RIGHT
VOULD YOU AT THE EXIT
D | 5

BELIEVE IT? (/' u{GgREZKVXéLE...

JUST BEFORE |
WENT TO MY INTERVIEW
FOR THE JOB AT THE
NEWSPAPER | HAD THIS
STRANGE DREAM.

| THREW ROCKS AT IT,
EVEN TRIED TO BREAK THE

GLASS WITH MY BARE HANDS...
NOTHING WORKED.
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THE REALLY
STRANGE PART 1S
THAT | LOOKED LIKE
A MEDIEVAL
SUPERHERO...

AND |
HAD WINGS ON mY
BACK. | PLUCKED A
FEATHER OFF ONE OF
MY WINGS AND TRIED
TO CUT THROUGH THE
GLASS WITH IT.

IT WORKED.
THE GLASS

SHATTERED
INTO TINY PIECES |\
AND | WOKE UP. %

V
w SO YOU CALL
{ GROWING A PAIR
\ OF WINGS ON YOUR

/' \_ BACK REAL?
U~

YOURE
RIGHT. I'VE NEVER
SEEN IT THIS
WAY ...

E“
\\

=
lﬂ/

i

N
\|

|

=\

M

%

LET ME ASK
YOU SOMETHING...

=
SO

YOU READY TO BE
THAT GIRL FROM
YOUR DREAM?

THE SUPERSTITIOUS
TYPE, BUT | MUST
ADMIT THIS SOUNDS
LIKE ONE OF THOSE

BUT BE HONEST. ARE

I'M NOT

DREAMS THAT

| WAS
WONDERING
WHAT IT MEANT, BUT
| UNDERSTAND NOW.
SOMETIMES WORDS
ARE THE ONLY

\‘ FORCE yYoU
0.
By

;,—3




A MOMENT OF SILENCE.. |

BUT | NEED
TO BELIEVE IN

SOMETHING. | NEED

TO BELIEVE THINGS
CAN BE CHANGED FOR
THE BETTER IF ONLY
THERE 1S SOMEONE
READY TO TAKE THIS
CHANCE.

SIMEON SMILES AS HE
LISTENS TO DELYANA TALKING.

HOWEVER,
IT TURNED OUT
SUPERPOWERS
DON'T EXIST.

ALL | KNOW
IS THAT | WAS FIVE
AND DREAMING OF
POSSESSING ANY
KIND OF SUPERPOWERS.,
INVISIBILITY, TELEPORTING,
FLYING.. YOU

WHAT | DO
NOW IS THE CLOSEST

SUPERPOWERS IN A
WORLD THAT DOESN'T
SEEM TO BELIEVE IN
SUPERPOWERS.

HE UNDERSTANDS HER,
50 HE DOESN'T 5AY ANYTHING..
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