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1 Summary

This report provides an overview of African media
coverage of the war between Russia and Ukraine,
highlighting differences in themes, tones, and
narratives across Anglophone and Francophone
countries. The study used qualitative methods
and content analysis to explore how local media
reported the war’s global impacts through lenses
shaped by regional priorities, economic concerns,
and geopolitical affiliations.

Anglophone countries, such as Ghana, Kenya,
Nigeria, South Africa and Zimbabwe, focused on
economic consequences, humanitarian crises,
and moral dimensions, while also examining
their governments’ and international actors’
responses. Reporting ranged from neutral to
critical, reflecting local struggles such as rising
fuel prices, concerns about food insecurity, and
the plight of Africans in Ukraine. Francophone
media in Burkina Faso, the Central African
Republic (CAR) and Cote d'lvoire predominantly
sourced content from international agencies

2 Introduction

The outbreak of the Russia-Ukraine war in 2022
sent shockwaves across the globe, reverberating
far beyond Europe to Africa. In Anglophone and
Francophone African countries, the media played
a crucial role in framing the conflict. This coverage
reflected regional priorities, socio-economic
concerns stemming from the impact of the war,
and geopolitical affiliations. This report examines

but also highlighted African-specific themes like
mediation efforts and the economic fallout of

the war. Overall, Anglophone and Francophone
media maintained neutrality or levied criticism at
Russia by highlighting Moscow's aggression and
its implications for African economies and global
security. Positive sentiments on Russia emerged
from two countries, Zimbabwe and the CAR, which
are openly pro-Russian and echo the Kremlin's
narratives.

The findings reveal a common thread: African
media prioritised regional implications, such as
economic vulnerabilities and the safety of their
citizens in Ukraine, while navigating complex
global narratives. Disparities in sourcing and
tone, with noticeable reliance on newswires in
some regions for factual accounts of battlefield
developments, underscore the resource
constraints that African media are navigating
while offering local perspectives on international
conflicts.

how African media narrated the conflict, focusing
on thematic trends, sentiments, and, most
importantly, the implications of this reporting

for African audiences. While Western media
narratives often dominate international coverage,
understanding how African media outlets portray
the conflict can offer valuable insights into local
perspectives.

3 Methods and Methodology

The study employed qualitative methods, using
content analysis to explore the evolving narratives
surrounding the Russia-Ukraine war and focused
primarily on traditional print and online media
with audiovisual components. Where feasible,
interviews with journalists and editors were

conducted to gain their perspectives on shaping
narratives about the conflict.

The study spanned five Anglophone countries:
South Africa, Zimbabwe, Kenya, Nigeria, and
Ghana. For the Francophone chapter, the study
included Burkina Faso, Cote d'lvoire, Central
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African Republic, Senegal, and the African Press
Agency (APA) news, to have a more African global
perspective. This broad selection underscores
the spectrum of Russian engagements in Africa,
moving between countries with close historical or
contemporary ties to those maintaining standard
diplomatic relations. Additionally, the study drew
on existing literature and observations of the
strategic interests of the warring parties and their
allies in Africa. Russia has increasingly adopted
media as a foreign policy tool to disseminate
propaganda while undermining Western influence
and asserting its presence on the continent.’

The study used purposive sampling to select
influential and widely read media outlets in

each country. Data was gathered from specific
timeframes, capturing the initial three months
following the outbreak of conflict and subsequent
developments at the conflict's first and second-
year mark. Additionally, data was collected from

flashpoints in the conflict, such as Ukraine’s
first counter offensives on Kherson in August
2022 and on Donesk and Zaporijjia in June 2023,
the Russian offensive on Kharkiv in May 2024,
and the Ukrainian offensive on Kursk in August
2024. These periods were chosen to assess the
frequency and sources of reporting, addressing
concerns raised in prior studies about the
reliance on Western international newswires for
information.

A predefined coding scheme, informed by existing
research, was employed to analyse the data.?
Four frames — human interest, conflict, morality,
and economic consequences — were analysed

to ensure replicability across Anglophone

and Francophone countries. Lastly, the study
determined the dominant themes, tone or
valence, and overall sentiments expressed in
reporting, categorising them as positive, negative,
neutral, or critical.

4 Framing Crisis: Anglophone News
Coverage of the Russia-Ukraine War

The coverage of the Russia-Ukraine conflict
across Anglophone African countries highlights
the complex ways global events are filtered
through local lenses. While the dominant frames
of conflict, economic consequences, and human
interest remained consistent, nuances in each
country's reporting reveal how deeply intertwined
the war's impact was with national priorities,
economic challenges, and diplomatic ties. From
Ghana's focus on government responsibility and
evacuation efforts to Zimbabwe's pro-Russian
slant, each outlet offered a distinct narrative
shaped by local realities. Reporting frequency
peaked in the conflict's early months but was
reignited by key developments, underscoring the

continued relevance of the war to these nations.
Ultimately, each country’s diverse frames and
themes reflect the varied national responses and
reveal the global ripples caused by the conflict.

Ghana: Balancing Conflict and Economic
Struggles

Ghanaian media outlets adopted distinct

frames to report the Ukraine conflict, strongly
emphasising conflict (34.9%) and economic
consequences (30.2%). Coverage often centred on
public expectations of the Ghanaian government
to assume responsibility by evacuating citizens
from Ukraine and addressing the war’s economic
fallout. The Daily Guide and Pulse focused heavily

1 Clifford, C and Gruzd, S. (2022). Russia and Africa Media: Exercising Soft Power. Policy Insight 125. Johannesburg: SAIIA; Zakem, V
et al. (2018). Mapping Russian Media Network: Media’s Role in Russian Foreign Policy and Decision-Making. Arlington: Centre for

Naval Analysis

2 Omoera, O.S., and Nwaoboli, E. P. (2023). Sahara Reporters and Premium Times online coverage of the Russia-Ukraine war.
Online Media and Global Communication, 2(2), 250-272. https://doi.org/10.1515/0mgc-2023-0022; Meeuw, L.T.A and Mintah P.O.

(2024). Secondary Source Reporting as the Norm: Ghanaian Media Coverage of the Russia-Ukraine War'. In: Bergman, T & Hearns-
Branaman, J (Eds.), Media, Dissidence and the War in Ukraine, (pp. 48-62). Routledge.


https://doi.org/10.1515/omgc-2023-0022
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on the economic consequences, highlighting rising
commodity prices,? food insecurity,* supply-chain
disruption, and the strain on businesses and
financial institutions.> Meanwhile, Graphic Online
provided a more comprehensive perspective,
intertwining conflict with human-interest angles
and moral considerations. Their stories included
the economic effects on Ghana, personal
narratives, and reactions from international
actors.

Recurring themes in reporting included the
economic impact on Ghana (27.7%) and
international responses to the war (26.2%).
Reports frequently covered international
responses to the war, with condemnation

of Russia and sanctions imposed by various
nations taking centre stage. Pulse and Graphic
Online examined the wide-ranging impacts

of these sanctions on Russians® and those
conversely imposed by Russia on Western actors.’
Humanitarian responses (16.9%) were also
featured in Pulse and Graphic Online, focusing

on the plight of stranded Ghanaian citizens who
were eventually evacuated from Ukraine. Notably,
Daily Guide reported on the solidarity shown

by Ghanaians, detailing individual and group
donations to evacuate Africans in Ukraine® and
assist with the humanitarian crisis.? In contrast,
Graphic Online expanded its thematic coverage to
include military developments, such as battlefield

updates and the use of Western weapons in
Kursk.'

Sentiments were primarily negative across the
outlets (38.5%). Daily Guide stands out for its
predominantly negative tone, focusing on the
economic and humanitarian toll. Pulse maintained
a neutral stance in its factual reporting

while remaining critical of Russia’s actions,
especially regarding sanctions and international
condemnation. Similarly, Graphic Online leaned
neutral but expressed critical sentiments about
Russia's invasion and its targeting of civilians.

The issue of news sourcing was notable, with
unnamed sources in Graphic Online and Daily
Guide, making it challenging to trace the origins
of some reports. When sources were identified,
Ghanaian outlets used local journalists and
commentators in 45.2% of reports. Coverage
intensity spiked during the war's early phase, with
88.9% of articles filed during this period. Over
time, reporting tapered off. However, Graphic
Online revisited the conflict during significant
developments, such as Ukraine's August 2024
offensive in the Kursk region and Russia’s missile
and drone strikes across multiple cities.

Kenya: War’s Ripple Effects through a
Local Lens

Kenyan media framed the Ukraine conflict
primarily through themes of conflict (35.0%) and

3 Kubi, V. (2023). Russia War in Ukraine increased prices of fertiliser, food, fuel in Ghana - US ambassador, DailyGuide Network. Available
at: https://dailyguidenetwork.com/russia-war-in-ukraine-increased-prices-of-fertilizer-food-fuel-in-ghana-us-ambassador/.

(Accessed: 10 October 2024).

4 Bawah, E. (2022). Gambling with food security, DailyGuide Network. Available at: https://dailyguidenetwork.com/gambling-with-food-

security/. (Accessed: 10 October 2024).

5 Benson, E. (2022). Listed Ugandan banks have been instructed to withhold $4.5 billion worth of dividend payouts, Business Insider.
Available at: https://africa.businessinsider.com/local/markets/listed-ugandan-banks-have-been-instructed-by-bank-of-uganda-to-

withhold-dividend/3qq5rn7. (Accessed: 12 September 2024).

6 Emmanuel, A. (2022). 6 things Chelsea FC can and cannot do after Abramovich’s sanction, Pulse Ghana. Available at: https://www.
pulse.com.gh/sports/football/6-things-chelsea-fc-can-and-cannot-do-after-abramovichs-sanction/redjypg. (Accessed: 10

September 2024).

7  The BBC (2022). Russia sanctions Joe Biden, Hillary Clinton and others, Graphic Online. Available at: https://www.graphic.com.gh/
international/international-news/russia-sanctions-joe-biden-hillary-clinton-and-others.html. (Accessed: 12 September 2024).

8 Daily Graphic. (2022). Mr Eazi donates N5M to stranded Africans in Russia-Ukraine War, DailyGuide Network. Available at: https://
dailyguidenetwork.com/mr-eazi-donates-n5m-to-stranded-africans-in-russia-ukraine-war/. (Accessed: 10 October 2024).

9 Daily Graphic. (2022). Dancing pallbearers to donate $250K out of $1M meme sale to Ukraine, DailyGuide Network. Available at:
https://dailyguidenetwork.com/dancing-pallbearers-to-donate-250k-out-of-1m-meme-sale-to-ukraine/. (Accessed: 10 October

2024).

10 Graphic Online. (2024). Ukraine updates: Western weapons used in Kursk, Russia says, Graphic Online. Available at: https://www.
graphic.com.gh/international/international-news/ukraine-updates-western-weapons-used-in-kursk-russia-says.html. (Accessed:

12 October 2024).
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economic consequences (25.2%), focusing on local
impacts. Before the invasion began, The Nation™
reported on diplomatic efforts to head off the
Russian attack. Moreover, The Standard '? and
Tuko' emphasised these frames to critique key
actors’ actions in the conflict, often highlighting
the global efforts to counter it through military
and humanitarian aid to Ukraine and Russia’s
aggressive and escalatory actions. Early in the
conflict, The Standard '* and Tuko'> reported on
how disruption in global supply chains drove up
fuel prices and household items such as wheat
and cooking oil to demonstrate the economic
efforts of the war on Kenya. The Nation'® reported
that Russia was addressing fertiliser shortages by
engaging in diplomatic efforts to supply fertiliser
to Kenya.

While less dominant, human interest (20.3%)
and morality (19.5%) frames also appeared in
coverage, connecting readers to the human
cost of the conflict and raising ethical questions
about the invasion. The Nation'” highlighted

cases of sexual violence abuse in Ukraine and
civilian targeting by Russia. At the same time, The
Standard '® focused on the repatriation of fallen
soldiers and Ukrainian children deported to
Russia.

Thematically, the economic impact of the war

on Kenya received consistent coverage across

all three outlets (23.8%), as did international
responses such as sanctions and efforts to isolate
Moscow (16.7%). Military developments were
another focal theme (46.6%). The Standard '° and
Tuko® provided updates on key events, such as
the Russian invasion, Ukraine resistance, and the
North Atlantic Treaty Organisation’s involvement.
The Nation,? however, distinguished itself by
examining Russia's internal conflicts, covering the
Wagner Group rebellion and the death of Alexei
Navalny. Additionally, Kenyan foreign policy on
the war, diplomatic relations between Russia and
Kenya, and the experiences of Kenyan citizens

in Ukraine are less frequently explored themes,
accounting for 6.0% of coverage. Finally, a less

11 AFP.(2022). Last-ditch push to head off Russian attack on Ukraine, Nation. Available at: https://nation.africa/kenya. (Accessed: 10

October 2024).

12 AFP (2024). Biden talks with Zelensky, announces new military aid for Kyiv, The Standard. Available at: https://www.standardmedia.
co.ke/business/europe/article/2001501561/biden-talks-with-zelensky-announces-new-military-aid-for-kyiv. (Accessed: 10 October

2024).

13 Lubanga, D. (2022). Russia attacks Ukraine’s nuclear plant sparking off fire as war escalates, Tuko.co.ke - Kenya news. Available at:
https://www.tuko.co.ke/world/europe/445308-russia-attacks-europes-largest-nuclear-plant-war-ukraine-rages-on/. (Accessed: 10

October 2024).

14 Kajilwa, G. (2023). Cost of living expected to ease further as food prices decline, The Standard. Available at: https://www.
standardmedia.co.ke/health/business/article/2001466572/cost-of-living-expected-to-ease-further-as-food-prices-decline.

(Accessed 10 October 2024).

15 Ruto . (2022). 8 commodities Kenya imports from Russia and Ukraine whose prices could skyrocket., Tuko. https://www.tuko.co.ke/
business-economy/445776-russia-ukraine-war-10-commodities-kenya-imports-european-countries-prices-skyrocket/#google

vignette. (Accessed October 10, 2024); Njugunahm M. (2002). Russia-Ukraine war: Ongoing conflict could hurt Kenya’s wheat imports,
push cost of fuel higher. Tuko. Available at: https://www.tuko.co.ke/business-economy/444936-russia-ukraine-war-ongoing-conflict-

could-hurt-kenyas-wheat-imports-push-cost-fuel-higher/. (Accessed October 10, 2024).
16 Kamau, J. (2023). Inside Russia’s fertiliser diplomacy and Kenya'’s place in it., Nation. Available at: https://nation.africa/kenya/news/
inside-russia-s-fertiliser-diplomacy-and-kenya-s-place-in-it--4257646. (Accessed 10 October 2024).

17 Obiria, M. (2022). Rape cases reported as sexual violence rears ugly head in Ukraine, Nation. Available at: https://nation.africa/kenya/
news/gender/rape-cases-reported-as-sexual-violence-rears-ugly-head-in-ukraine-3773210. (Accessed 10 October 2024); AFP.

(2022). Fifty-two dead in station bombing as civilians flee eastern Ukraine, Nation. Available at: https://nation.africa/kenya/news/

world/-fifty-two-dead-in-station-bombing-as-civilians-flee-eastern-ukraine-3776654. (Accessed 10 October 2024).
18 Pravednyk, A. (2024). Help bring back home Ukrainian children abducted by Russia, The Standard. Available at: https://www.
standardmedia.co.ke/article/2001500072/help-bring-back-home-ukrainian-children-abducted-by-russia?utm_cmp_rs=amp-next-

page. (Accessed 10 October 2024).

19 AFP. (2024). Russian army concedes Ukraine advances in Kursk offensive, The Standard. Available at: https://www.standardmedia.
co.ke/article/2001500756/russian-army-concedes-ukraine-advances-in-kursk-offensive?utm_cmp_rs=amp-next-page. (Accessed

10 October 2024).

20 Lubanga, D. (2022). Ukraine attacked: At Least 137 civilians, military personnel killed as war enters day 2, Tuko. Available at: https://
www.tuko.co.ke/world/europe/444564-ukraine-attack-at-137-civilians-military-personnel-killed-war-enters-day-2/. (Accessed 10

October 2024); Wandede, N. (2022). From teachers to doctors: Bold Ukrainians who've joined territorial solider’s to defend country
against Russia, Tuko. Available at: https://www.tuko.co.ke/editorial/444968-teacher-doctors-bold-ukrainians-whove-joined-

territorial-soldiers-defend-country-russia/. (Accessed 10 October 2024).
21 Reuters. (2024). Russian opposition leader Alexei Navalny dies in prison aged 47, Nation. Available at: https://nation.africa/kenya/
news/world/russian-opposition-leader-alexei-navalny-dies-in-prison-aged-47--4527872. (Accessed 10 October 2024).
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frequent theme was Kenya's foreign policy on the
war, its relations with Ukraine and Russia (6.0%),
and Kenyan citizens in Ukraine (6.0%).

Kenyan outlets predominantly expressed negative
sentiments (38.3%) in their reporting, particularly
when discussing the humanitarian toll and Kenya's
economic vulnerabilities; however, neutral tones
(35.5%) characterised reports on the evolution

of the conflict. Criticism of Russia’s actions was a
recurring feature. Positive sentiments surfaced

in specific contexts (10.3%), with The Standard %
praising Ukraine's diplomatic engagements with
Kenya and Tuko highlighting Ukrainian resistance
and individual stories of resilience, framing these
as inspirational.

As seen in Ghana, Kenyan coverage peaked during
the early months of the conflict, with 54.3% of
articles reported during the first three months.
Interest rose again during significant events,

such as The Nation? covering the Wagner Group
mutiny in June 2023 and The Standard ** reporting
on Ukraine’s counteroffensive into Kursk in
August 2024. Across outlets, coverage relied

on a mix of local journalism and international
newswires, including Agence France-Presse (AFP),
Reuters, Voice of America, British Broadcasting
Company (BBC), and Cable News Network (CNN).
Newswires provided 31.5% of reporting, focusing

on battlefield updates and global diplomatic
responses, while local journalists contributed
60.9%, emphasising Kenya’s local perspectives on
the war and its direct impact on Kenya.

Nigeria: From Evacuations to Economic
Turmoil

Nigerian media coverage of the Ukraine war
prominently framed the war around conflict, with
42.09% of reports emphasising the opposing
actions of international actors and the Nigerian
government's tenuous response to its citizens

in Ukraine. This framing often intersected

with human-interest stories, which accounted
for 25.1% of reporting. Moral dimensions

(15.9%) also shaped reporting, with frequent
discussions on the ethical implications of Russia’s
actions, including allegations of war crimes and
human rights abuses. The conflict's economic
consequences (16.9%) became a recurring theme
as the war progressed. The Daily Trust?> reported
on the war's economic impact on Nigeria and
other African nations. Punch?¢ and Vanguard %
focused on rising commodity prices, disruption

in global supply chains, and the resulting food
insecurity across Nigeria and the continent.

In the early stages of the confli ct, the plight
of Nigerian students in Ukraine dominated
reporting, as it accounted for 12.7% of the themes

22 Nyarangi, E. (2024). Kenya and Ukraine set to improve diplomatic ties, The Standard. Available at: https://www.standardmedia.co.ke/
national/article/2001489468/kenya-and-ukraine-set-to-improve-diplomatic-ties. (Accessed 10 October 2024).

23 AFP.(2023). Wagner boss Yevgeny Prigozhin: Russia’s mercenary supremo turned firebrand critic, Nation. Available at: https://

24

25

26

27

nation.africa/kenya/news/world/wagner-boss-yevgeny-prigozhin-russia-s-mercenary-supremo-turned-firebrand-critic-4281906.
(Accessed 10 October 204); AFP. (2023). Wagner mercenary group now turns against Russia, controls city’s military sites, Nation.
Available at: https://nation.africa/kenya/news/world/wagner-mercenary-group-now-turns-against-russia-controls-city-s-military-
sites-4281834. (Accessed 10 October 2024).

AFP. (2024). Zelensky says Ukraine has ‘advanced well’ in Russia’s Kursk, The Standard. Available at: https://www.standardmedia.
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covered. Punch® and Vanguard?® reported on
evacuation efforts, challenges faced by students,
and incidents of racial discrimination, particularly
at border crossings. As the war evolved, themes
shifted to military developments and escalation
(33.3%). Punch®*® and Vanguard 3' tracked key
events, including battlefield intensification and
civilian targeting. Coverage frequently featured
international responses to the war (15.9%),
including sanctions, condemnation or opposition
to Russia’s actions, and humanitarian aid. The
Daily Trust3? also reported on calls for peace in
editorials.

Sentiment-wise, coverage primarily adopted a
neutral tone (36.1%), delivering factual reporting
on military developments and events. Critical
sentiments (21.0%), chiefly in Punch and
Vanguard,* were expressed towards Russia’s
actions, war crimes, and the devastating
humanitarian impact of the conflict. Negative
sentiments (22.4%) focused on the devastating
impact of the war, highlighting the loss of

human lives, disruption to global stability, and
economic repercussions, including those affecting
Nigeria. At the same time, all outlets expressed
admiration for Ukraine's resilience and its fight for
freedom. Positive sentiments (20.5%) emerged in
coverage of international support for Ukraine and
discussions around potential peace talks to end
the conflict.

As seen in other countries, Nigerian media’s
reporting peaked during the first three months
of the conflict, with 68.8% occurring during

this period. Punch® and Vanguard 3¢ sustained
interest during critical moments, such as the
Wagner Group mutiny in June 2023 and Ukraine
gaining ground in Kursk. In August 2024, Punch¥
was unique in covering Ukraine’s drone strikes.
This sustained reporting was bolstered by using
international newswires such as AFP, Deutsche
Presse-Agentur, Reuters, and the BBC. These
sources provided detailed accounts of military
developments, diplomatic responses, and
conflict resolution efforts, informing 50.5% of
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the coverage. The Daily Trust did not specify its by ordinary South Africans due to commodity
sources, making it unclear whether its reports increases and the devastating humanitarian
were locally sourced or drawn from newswires. crisis in Ukraine, particularly Russian attacks on

hospitals. Other dominating themes included

South Africa: Neutrality Under Scrutiny military development and events (27.1%),

South African media coverage of the conflict, reported by battlefield updates such as Ukraine’s
represented by News24, SABC News, and the counteroffensive and Russian airstrikes. Notably,
Daily Sun, employed conflict framing in 37.5% News244 uniquely addressed media narratives
of reports. This framing focused on the actions and disinformation (3.4%) in response to

and statements of key players, including MultiChoice's decision to remove Russian outlets
warring parties to the conflict, South Africa, and like Sputnik from its platform.

international organisations. News24 3 highlighted
South Africa’s foreign policy of non-alignmentand  The South Africa-centric approach influenced

neutrality, critically examining this stance in the the tone of reporting, which ranged from neutral
context of the country’s historical ties with Russia. (37.9%) to negative (27.3%) and critical (22.7%).
Additionally, economic consequences were used Neutrality was evident in factual accounts of

in framing 30.6% of reports and often intersected military developments and events, particularly in
with human interest (12.5%) to highlight the war’s SABC News* coverage of military developments

economic impact. News243° and the Daily Sun“° and government statements. Negative

reported on rising fuel and food prices due to the sentiments, for example, in the Daily Sun, focused

conflict. on human suffering and devastation caused by
the war. Critical sentiments in News244 targeted

South Africa’s geopolitical positioning featured the South African government's foreign policy

prominently in 29% of the reporting across the stance of non-alignment and neutrality, and the

outlets, although portrayal varied. SABC News#' Daily Sun critiqued Russia’s actions, particularly its

framed this theme in broader diplomatic terms, human rights violations, by targeting hospitals.

emphasising South Africa’s efforts to mediate in

the conflict. The Daily Sun,** meanwhile, focused As in other countries, reporting peaked during

on the economic impact of the war (18.6% of the war’s first three months, with 58.9% of

reporting) to highlight the challenges faced all reporting made during this period before

38 Gerber, ). (2022). Russia’s invasion of Ukraine: It's against SA's ‘principles’ to take sides, says deputy minister, News24. Available at:
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declining. The Daily Sun and SABC News

became more sporadic in their coverage as the
conflict progressed, while News24 maintained
comparatively consistent reporting. Notable
events covered by News244 included the African
Peace Mission to Ukraine in June 2023 and
Russian missile strikes in August 2024.

South African outlets relied predominantly on
local journalists when sourcing their reports
(70%). News24 distinguished itself by largely
using local sources. Similarly, the Daily Sun
supplemented local reporting with international
newswire content to provide factual updates on
the war, including military developments and key
events.

Zimbabwe: Framing War through
Economics and Ideology

Zimbabwean coverage of the conflict presented
a nuanced blend of perspectives shaped by

the nation’s political landscape and economic
challenges. Across all outlets, the dominant
framing centred on economic consequences
(38.0%), reflecting the war's significant impact on
the Zimbabwean economy. Reports emphasised
the disruption of supply chains, skyrocketing
fuel and energy prices, and the ripple effects of
sanctions on Russia, which caused shortages of

essential goods and heightened the risk of food
insecurity.

This economic focus was intertwined with conflict
(27.2%) and morality (25.3%) framing. Newsday*’
explored the moral dimensions of the conflict,
with opinion articles criticising Russia’s actions.
The State-owned Herald *® addressed questions
of conflict by highlighting ideological contestation
expressed by questioning double standards in
international law and the West's role in the crisis.
This approach aligned with pro-Russian narratives,
presenting the invasion from Russia’s perspective
and frequently justifying its actions. Human-
interest framing (9.5%) appeared less frequently.
For example, the Daily News“® highlighted the
evacuation of Zimbabwean citizens from Ukraine
and the broader humanitarian crisis caused by
the war. At the onset of the conflict, Newsday>°
anticipated the economic hardships to follow by
reporting on the looming price hikes and rising
cost of living.

Thematically, the economic impact on Zimbabwe
dominated coverage, comprising 36.1% of articles.
Many stories emphasised the conflict's effects

on global supply chains, commodity prices, and
food security, with The Herald ! offering a spin. It
framed the economic fallout as an opportunity for
Zimbabwe to deepen partnerships with Russia to
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recover from the war. Another recurring theme
was criticism of Western involvement in the war
(21.5%). Newsday>? scrutinised the perceived
inconsistencies in Western condemnation of
Russia while overlooking past actions, while

The Herald > took a sharper tone, accusing the
United States of hypocrisy, warmongering, and
self-interest. International responses to the
conflict also featured (20.5%), with sanctions
and condemnation from the West and its allies,
alongside diplomatic efforts to mediate the
conflict. the Daily News>* published commentaries
on the African peace mission and South Africa’s
foreign policy of non-alignment. To a lesser
extent, coverage focused on the humanitarian
crisis (6.3%) and the plight of Zimbabweans in
Ukraine (2.4%).

Sentiments expressed in the coverage were
closely tied to themes. Critical tones dominated
reporting, accounting for 36.6% of reports.
Newsday>> criticised Russia’s invasion and the
Zimbabwean government's decision to gravitate
towards Russia during the conflict while also
challenging the narrative that Zimbabwe's
economic downturn was solely the result of the
war. The Herald essentially directed its criticism at
the United States and Western nations. Negative
sentiments emerged in the Daily News>® and
Newsday, focusing on the war's economic effects
on Zimbabwe, making up 17.9% of reports.
Neutral tones also dominated (28.4%), appearing
in reports reprinted from newswires or conveying
official statements.

Coverage peaked during the conflict's early
months, with 54.7% of reports published in this
period. However, the Daily News and Newsday®’
refocused attention in February 2023 to mark
the war’s first anniversary and the African
peace initiative to resolve the war, with 18.2%
of reporting occurring during this period. The
Herald *® maintained consistent reporting,
including coverage in June 2023, presenting
Russian perspectives on countering Ukrainian
advances.

Most content (51.9%) came from local journalists
and commentators, although The Herald
relied heavily on unnamed sources. Newsday
demonstrated the most substantial reliance
on local reporting, offering Zimbabwe-specific
perspectives on the war’s impacts. The Herald,
while also using local journalists, frequently
incorporated newswire content from agencies
aligned with Russia and China. In contrast, the
Daily News predominantly used international
newswires like the BBC, focusing on factual
accounts of military developments. Newsday
adopted a more balanced approach, sourcing
content from various international agencies,
including Reuters, Sky News, CNN, Associated
Press (AP), and AFP, while maintaining a
commitment to robust local reporting.
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5 Framing Crisis: Francophone News
Coverage of the Russia-Ukraine War

When the war between Russia and Ukraine broke
out, most African countries were careful not

to align themselves with one side or another.
Regarding media coverage, the conflict was not

of much interest. Many media in Francophone
Africa reproduced content from international
media, notably French, such as Radio France
Internationale (RFI) and AFP, to report on the
evolution of the situation on the battlefield. The
original content produced by Francophone African
media outlets focused on the situation of African
students in Ukraine, the impacts of the war on the
continent, and the mediation attempts of African
heads of state.

Burkina Faso: Navigating the Distance
Burkina Faso’s media began covering the war
from the very first day. Broadcast media relied
primarily on newswires. For example, on February
24, the same Euronews report was broadcast by
the two television channels the state-owned Radio
Television du Burkina (RTB) and BF1 (private)

to announce the Russian invasion of Ukraine.

The only difference was that the report was the
opening of the news programme for BF1,%° and
RTB broadcast it at the end of the programme.®°

The dominant theme in Burkina Faso media
coverage concerned attempts at African
mediation (20.8%), followed by the evolution of
the situation on the battlefield and geopolitical
developments (17% each). Another central theme
was the diplomatic activities deployed by the
belligerents towards Africa (12.8%). For example,
when the Russian Foreign Affairs minister visited
Egypt, the Republic of Congo, Uganda, and
Ethiopia in June 2024, the private daily newspaper
Le Pays said it was a seduction operation.®’ The

economic effects of the war on Africa (10.6%) also
interested the media in Burkina Faso. It is worth
noting that the state-owned television channel
RTB covered the conflict very little: “I'm not sure
that we did more than ten stories, ” said one of
its editorial managers in an interview as part of
this study.®? “At RTB, we focus on national news.
We cover very little international news. About
this conflict, we use almost exclusively reports
from Euronews or Africanews, favouring aspects
relating to Africa”.®3

Le Pays favoured an African perspective in its
coverage. Most of its articles were opinion pieces;
some focused on the war's effects on Africa, while
others questioned the African leaders’ stance
regarding the conflict. For example, in an article
published on 24 February 2022, the very day of
the Russian invasion, the newspaper worried
about the consequences of this war on Africa. The
article’s author particularly emphasised that Africa
would be wrong not to be concerned by this war,
even if it took place a thousand miles from home,
noting the potential economic consequences that
would risk further weakening many countries on
the continent.®* In another article published a few
days after the start of the war, on February 27,
the newspaper questioned the silence of most
African leaders following the launch of Russia’s
military operation against Ukraine. According to
the author of the article:

...apart from the AU (African Union),
whose president, Macky Sall and
that of the Commission, Moussa Faki
Mahamat, who both expressed ‘their
extreme concern in the face of the
very serious and dangerous situation

59 “Le 19h30 du 24 février 2022", BF1 TV, 24 février 2022, on YouTube, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SzvDILR_hNU.
60 “JT de 20H du 24 fevrier 2022", RTB, 24 fevrier 2022, on YouTube, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2ZteN1IE7ol.
61 Le Pays, “Tournée africaine de Sergei Lavrov: Quand les intéréts guident les pas des Russes, July 25, 2022, https://lepays.bf/

tournee-africaine-de-sergei-lavrov-quand-les-interets-guident-les-pas-des-russes/.

62 Interview with an editorial manager of Burkina Faso state-own TV channel, RTB, online, November 15, 2022.

63 Idem.

64 Le Pays, “Operation militaire russe en Ukraine: Quelles répercussions sur 'Afrique”, February, 24, 2022, https://lepays.bf/
operation-militaire-russe-en-ukraine-quelles-repercussions-sur-lafrique/.
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in Ukraine’, and South Africa whose
government, in explicit terms,
condemned the Russian invasion,
almost all the other countries on the
continent were conspicuous by their
lack of reaction.

On the other hand, the State-owned newspaper,
Sidwaya, favoured factual coverage, mainly using
news agency dispatches or articles from other
media as sources. For example, on 28 February
2022, the newspaper wrote an article on the
European Union’s announcement to arm Ukraine
using information published by the website of the
French-speaking television channel TV5 Monde.

The tone was generally negative for 43.8% of

the content when reporting the situation on

the battlefield and the effects on Africa. A more
positive tone (20.8%) was used when reporting on
the African mediation, emphasising the increasing
diplomatic role that African leaders were
attempting to play. The neutral tone (35 .4%) was
generally related to the belligerents’ diplomatic
actions and international justice decisions, for
which the media just reported the facts.

Central African Republic: Pro-Russia vs
Anti-Russia Narratives

Two competing narratives were observed in the
coverage of the two Central African media outlets
that reported the most on the war in Ukraine,
Ndjoni Sango and Corbeau News. Ndjoni Sango
adopted a pro-Russian stance, while Corbeau News
was anti-Russia without being openly pro-Ukraine.
For example, in September 2022, Ndjoni Sango

published an article that took up the Russian
narrative, according to which its attack on Ukraine
was the result of provocation by the North Atlantic
Treaty Organisation member countries.® In
addition, the outlet relayed the false story of the
supposed resignation of the French ambassador
to Ukraine, which had been widely circulated on
social networks in October 2022,%” framing it as a
diplomatic setback for Ukraine.®® Corbeau News,
for its part, published an article in January 2023

in which Russia was accused of using the Wagner
Group as a weapon to orchestrate shortages

and famine in Africa.®® In another article from
December 2023, Corbeau News mocked Russia’'s
announcement to offer wheat to the CAR by
arguing that the Russian and Central African
presidents sought to alleviate a crisis they helped
create.’® The two other media outlets in our
sample, the websites of Radio Ndeke Luka —
promoted by the Swiss non-governmental
organisation Fondation Hirondelle — and the State-
owned Central African Press Agency, adopted
coverage that did not reveal bias for one camp

or another. Furthermore, they focused more on
the economic effects of the crisis on the CAR,
even if Radio Ndeke Luka briefly addressed other
themes, such as the situation of African nationals
in Ukraine” or relations between the CAR and
France in the context of the war.”?

The dominant theme in the CAR media coverage
was the economic effect (38.4%), which was
reported in a 100% negative tone. The second
central theme was the CAR's position on the
conflict (11%). This theme was covered with 50%
neutral tone (Corbeau News and Radio Ndeke
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Luka), 25% positive tone (Ndjoni Sango), and

25% negative tone (Corbeau News). Apart from
these two major themes, other themes briefly
covered include the battlefield and Ukraine/Africa
relationship (6.8% each), Wagner Group activities
in Africa, and the plight of African nationals in
Ukraine (5.5% each). Eight other themes, such

as the African mediation, the opinion of Central
Africans on the conflict, and the origins of the
conflict, amongst others, received little coverage.

However, they represented 26% of total coverage.

Cote d’'lvoire: Navigating Conflict and
Economic Effects

Three major themes emerged from the analysis
of our sample of articles. First, there was the
situation on the battlefield (32.5%). This theme
was covered mainly by using news agency
dispatches and images. The Ivorian National
Television, Radiodiffusion Télévision Ivoirienne
(RTI), used short stories with illustrative images,
and the private television channel Nouvelle
Chaine Ivoirienne (NCI) used agency dispatches
with illustrative images read by a journalist
from its newsroom. However, the two television
channels were not the only outlets that used
newswires. The State-owned daily newspaper,
Fraternité Matin, also used them extensively.

For example, on 13 March 2022, Fraternité
Matin's website used the link to the RFI live page
recounting the situation on the battlefield.”

The second central theme concerned economic
effects (22.5%). On 28 March 29, 30, and 1 April
2022, the television channel NCI made a series
of reports on the increase in prices of everyday
consumer products, presented as caused by
the war. At times, stories relating to this theme
were presented in such a way as to highlight the
government's efforts to provide solutions to the

cost of living, such as an article from Fraternité
Matin from 21 February 2023, explaining how the
government was able to control the cost of living
and inflation despite the Covid-19 pandemic and
the war in Ukraine.” The third dominant theme
related to the international response following
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine (15%) and included
the reactions of international organisations,
such as the United Nations, or those of Western
countries. Here, too, the Ivorian media mostly
used newswires.

Another approach of the Ivorian media was
interviewing diplomatic representatives of certain
countries in Cote d'lvoire for their opinion on the
conflict. In an interview with the website
Abidjan.net on 17 January 2023, the French
ambassador Jean-Christophe Belliard, while
emphasising that “it was Russia which attacked
Ukraine”, expressed regret that, since the
outbreak of the war in Ukraine, other conflicts,
such as those in the Sahel, the Democratic
Republic of Congo, Ethiopia and Yemen, were lost
or forgotten.” Abidjan.net also interviewed the
Swiss ambassador to Céte d'lvoire, Anne Lougon-
Moulin, on 10 May 2023. She explained why her
country did not export weapons to Ukraine to
support Kyiv in the conflict against Russia.”® The
tone was 62.5% negative, 25% positive, and 12.5%
neutral.

Senegal: Between International
Narratives and the Plight of Senegalese
Citizens

The dominant themes in the Senegalese media
during the first three months of the war were
the international response (34.3%), the evolution
of the situation on the battlefield (31.4%), and
the plight of African nationals in Ukraine (20%).
The reporting relied mainly on the major French
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www.fratmat.info/article/219181/etranger/en-direct-guerre-en-ukraine-kiev-se-prepare-marioupol-espere-larrivee-daide-
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75 Abidjan.net, “Conflit Russo-Ukrainien: ‘C'est la Russie qui a agressé 'Ukraine un matin, en sous-estimant la détermination de ce

peuple’ (Diplomate francais)”, 17 janvier 2023, https://news.abidjan.net/articles/716928/conflit-russo-ukrainien-cest-la-russie-qui-
a-agresse-lukraine-un-matin-en-sous-estimant-la-determination-de-ce-peuple-diplomate-francais.

76 Abidjan.net, “Conflit Russo-Ukrainien: ‘Pourquoi la Suisse n'a pas exporté des armes vers la Suisse’ (Diplomate)”, 10 mai 2023,
https://news.abidjan.net/articles/720422/conflit-russo-ukrainien-pourquoi-la-suisse-na-pas-exporte-des-armes-vers-lukraine-

diplomate.
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media outlets, such as RFI, France 24, and AFP
for the first two themes. For example, most
articles published by the private daily newspaper
Sud Quotidien throughout the period covered

by this study came from RFI (52.4%) and France
24 (14.3%). In-house articles in Sud Quotidien

only represent 7.1%. On 16 June 2023, using the
link to the France 24 live page, Sud Quotidien
reported that Russian strikes targeted Kyiv, the
Ukrainian capital, during a visit by the African
heads of states’ delegation initiating a mediation
on behalf of the African Union.”” According

to one of its editorial managers, whom we
interviewed as part of this study, the State-owned
daily newspaper, Le Soleil, also relied on press
agencies’ newswires, such as AFP.”8 Newswires
were also widely used for broadcast media by
the State-owned national television station Radio
Television Senegal (RTS) and the private television
channel ITV. However, it is worth emphasising
the case of ITV, which deployed a reporter to
Poland. In March 2022, a report was filed from
Warsaw focusing on the Senegalese citizens who
managed to leave Ukraine through Poland.”” The
issue of Senegalese nationals was framed with an
emphasis on government efforts to help them.
For instance, the Secretary of State for Senegalese
Abroad was interviewed by RTS® on March 1 and
ITV8 on February 25 to explain the measures

the Senegalese government took to support
Senegalese citizens trying to leave Ukraine.

Overall, the three dominant themes were

the situation on the battlefield (28.7%), the
geopolitical developments around the world
(17.8%), and the African mediation (12.9%). The
tone was dominantly negative (50%), especially
when reporting the situation on the battlefield,
the economic effects, and the geopolitical
developments. The African mediation theme is the

one that gained the most positive tone (57%). The
overall positive tone was 2.6%, and the neutral
tone was 28.4%.

When it came to labelling the conflict, most
Senegalese media avoided the term ‘invasion,’
preferring to refer to it as ‘War in Ukraine,’ ‘Russia-
Ukraine conflict,’ or ‘Russia-Ukraine crisis.’

APAnews: Emphasising the African
Perspective

The coverage by APAnews press agency, in its
evolution, was almost comparable to that of most
media analysed. There was regular coverage in
the first weeks, followed by a decline in interest
as the conflict evolved. The dominant theme

in APAnews coverage was the economic effect

of the war on Africa (33.3%). The tone used in
most articles relating to this theme was negative,
emphasising the harmful consequences of the
conflict on African economies. On 10 March

2022, APAnews reported on the cancellation of
flights by several airlines in Nigeria due to the
kerosene shortage due to the conflict.®2 APAnews
also pointed out that Nigeria, Africa’s largest oil
producer, imports almost all of its kerosene.
Furthermore, on 16 March 2022, APAnews echoed
Ivorian consumer associations’ fears of price
increases.®

Another central theme was the African mediation
initiative (17.9%). Articles relating to this theme
were often positive and framed to highlight
African heads of state’s efforts to end the conflict.

Even if the weight and leadership
of the continent are often
underestimated in changing the
course of history, new leaders like
Macky Sall are trying to play their

77 Sud Quotidien: “En direct: frappes russes sur Kiev en pleine visite de la délégation africaine”, 16 juin 2023, https://www.
sudquotidien.sn/en-direct-frappes-russes-sur-kiev-en-pleine-visite-de-la-delegation-africaine/.

78 Interview with an editorial manager from Senegal's state-owned daily newspaper Le Soleil. Online, 21 November 2024,
79 ITV: Le journal de 19h45 du 8 mars 2022, on YouTube, March 8, 2022, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hKdR_w8bXb8.
80 RTS, “Sénégalais bloqués en Ukraine, Moise Sarr rassure”, on Youtube, 1 March 2022, https://www.youtube.com/

watch?v=0iaefiGFARI.

81 ITV: Le journal de 19h45 du 25 février 2022 avec Aminata Ndong, on YouTube, 25 February 2022, https://www.youtube.com/

watch?v=x6Ag2uTcEdQ.

82 APAnews, “Guerre en Ukraine: pénurie de pétrole au Nigeria, premier producteur africain”, 10 March 2022, https://fr.apanews.
net/business/guerre-en-ukraine-penurie-de-petrole-au-nigeria-1er-producteur-africain/.

83 APAnews, “Guerre en Ukraine: les ivoiriens redoutent une hausse des prix, 16 March 2022, https://fr.apanews.net/cote-divoire/

guerre-en-ukraine-les-ivoiriens-redoutent-une-hausse-des-prix/.

16


https://www.sudquotidien.sn/en-direct-frappes-russes-sur-kiev-en-pleine-visite-de-la-delegation-afri
https://www.sudquotidien.sn/en-direct-frappes-russes-sur-kiev-en-pleine-visite-de-la-delegation-afri
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hKdR_w8bXb8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OiaefiGFARI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OiaefiGFARI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x6Ag2uTcEdQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x6Ag2uTcEdQ
https://fr.apanews.net/business/guerre-en-ukraine-penurie-de-petrole-au-nigeria-1er-producteur-afric
https://fr.apanews.net/business/guerre-en-ukraine-penurie-de-petrole-au-nigeria-1er-producteur-afric
https://fr.apanews.net/cote-divoire/guerre-en-ukraine-les-ivoiriens-redoutent-une-hausse-des-prix/
https://fr.apanews.net/cote-divoire/guerre-en-ukraine-les-ivoiriens-redoutent-une-hausse-des-prix/

African Media Reporting on the Russia Ukraine War / Zaphesheya Dlamini and Samba Dialimpa Badiji

part. And now that world peace is
threatened by this war in Europe,
Africa, through the voice of the
Senegalese head of state, is trying
to come to the rescue. APAnews,

9 March.®

The same interest (17.9%) was dedicated to
African countries’ position vis-a-vis the conflict.
Most African countries adopted a neutral position.
According to APAnews, the reasons for this non-
alignment are found in the quality of relations
between Russia and African countries, which
continue to consolidate.®

Finally, the fate of Africans trying to flee Ukraine
was of great interest to APAnews (12.8%), which

6 Conclusion

This study revealed alignment with and
divergence from existing research on African
media coverage of global conflicts. Consistent with
prior studies,® reporting from African countries
demonstrated a strong tendency to interpret

the Russia-Ukraine war through local lenses,
grounding the conflict in national narratives,
priorities, and historical ties. The reliance on
Western newswires was evident across the
Anglophone and Francophone countries.
However, this report challenges the view that such
reliance solely reflects neo-imperialism. Instead,
newswires provided factual accounts of the war'’s
evolution and international responses, ranging
from condemnation and sanctions to diplomatic
efforts to negotiate conflict, enabling local
journalists and commentators to focus on analysis

emphasised the difficulties encountered by
these African nationals and the slowness of their
governments in helping them escape from the
war-torn country. On 28 February 2022, APAnews
noted that, although Africans were stranded in
Ukraine, few governments had publicly raised the
issue of their evacuation.s®

Analysing our sample, it appears that APAnews
covered the conflict by favouring an African
perspective. Nearly 80% of the articles covered an
angle related to Africa. Across the entire sample,
sentiment was 46% negative, 28% positive, and
26% neutral.

and context. This highlights an economical use
of resources, which did not preclude diversity in
framing.

Across Anglophone countries, reportage
demonstrated diverse framing. Outlets employed
a mix of conflict, economic consequences,
morality and human-interest frames with
thematic variations that indicated the emergence
of myriad perspectives. Ghanaian media
prioritised government conflict and the war's
economic fallout, while Kenyan outlets focused
on supply-chain disruption and local economic
impacts. Nigerian reporting showcased a blend
of evacuation efforts and military developments,
whereas South African coverage interrogated the
government’s non-alignment stance. Zimbabwean

84 APAnews, Guerre en Ukraine: Macky Sall sollicite un ‘cessez-le-feu’ auprés de Poutine”, 9 March 2022, https://fr.apanews.net/
conflits/guerre-en-ukraine-macky-sall-sollicite-un-cessez-le-feu-aupres-de-poutine/.

85 APAnews, “Guerre en Ukraine: I'Afrique et les raisons d’'un non alignement”, 29 mars 2022, https://fr.apanews.net/afrique-du-sud/
guerre-russie-ukraine-lafrique-et-les-raisons-dun-non-alignement/.

86 APAnews, “Guerre Russie-Ukraine: des ressortissants africains inquiets de leur sort”, 28 February, 2022, https://fr.apanews.net/
afrique-du-sud/guerre-russie-ukraine-des-ressortissants-africains-inquiets-de-leur-sort/.

87 Radebe, M. (2022). New features of media imperialism: The South African online media and the coverage of the Ukrainian war.
Communicare: Journal for Communication Studies in Africa, 41(2), 75-89. https://doi.org/10.36615/jcsa.v41i2.1407; Omoera, O.S.,
and Nwaoboli, E. P. (2023). Sahara Reporters and Premium Times online coverage of the Russia-Ukraine war. Online Media and
Global Communication, 2(2), 250-272. https://doi.org/10.1515/omgc-2023-0022; Meeuw, L.T.A and Mintah P.O. (2024). Secondary
Source Reporting as the Norm: Ghanaian Media Coverage of the Russia-Ukraine War'. In: Bergman, T & Hearns-Branaman, J (Eds.),
Media, Dissidence and the War in Ukraine, (pp. 48-62). Routledge.
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media offered a distinct ideological lens, framing
economic challenges and geopolitical alignments
with a slight pro-Russian perspective.

As for the media in Francophone countries,
apart from the evolution of the situation on

the battlefield, for which the media essentially
relied on international agencies and media, the
media chose a framing that highlighted economic
impacts, the diplomatic positioning of Africa, and
the fate of African nationals in Ukraine at the
start of the conflict. If most of the media studied
were careful not to take a position for one camp
or another, in the CAR, two media outlets, Ndjoni
Sango and Corbeau News, showed a pro-Russia
and anti-Russia alignment, respectively.

Despite disparities in tone and sourcing, the
collective focus on economic repercussions and
the plight of African nationals underscores a
shared concern for resilience in the face of a
conflict with global consequences. Ultimately,
the findings underscore how African newsrooms
navigate the intersection of global crises and
local realities. These varied perspectives reflect
the adaptability of African media in addressing
resource constraints while shaping the discourse
on international conflicts. Therefore, this study
provides insights into the evolving role of African
media in a globally interconnected landscape,
leaving no doubt about its importance in
interpreting and influencing public understanding
of far-reaching geopolitical events.
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8.1. Francophone Countries
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Cote d'lvoire: Frequency of news coverage in the first three months
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APAnews: Dominant themes in media coverage

7.7% Diplomacy
International response 2.6%

Recruitment of Africans in Ukraine 2.6%

17.9% Africa’s position

Military weaponry 2.6% )
Uy 4

12.8% Plight of Africans

/ 17.9% African Mediation
Economic effects 33.3%

2.6% Geopolitical developments

APAnews: Dominant tones in media coverage

Positive 28.2% 46.2% Negative

N

Neutral 25.6%

37



African Media Reporting on the Russia Ukraine War / Zaphesheya Dlamini and Samba Dialimpa Badji

APAnews: Frequency of news coverage in the first three months

8
6
g 4
—
[e)
&a
2
0
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13
Weeks

38



	1	Summary
	2	Introduction
	3	Methods and Methodology
	4	Framing Crisis: Anglophone News Coverage of the Russia-Ukraine War
	Ghana: Balancing Conflict and Economic Struggles
	Kenya: War’s Ripple Effects through a Local Lens
	Nigeria: From Evacuations to Economic Turmoil
	South Africa: Neutrality Under Scrutiny
	Zimbabwe: Framing War through Economics and Ideology

	5	Framing Crisis: Francophone News Coverage of the Russia-Ukraine War
	Burkina Faso: Navigating the Distance
	Central African Republic: Pro-Russia vs Anti-Russia Narratives
	Côte d’Ivoire: Navigating Conflict and Economic Effects
	Senegal: Between International Narratives and the Plight of Senegalese Citizens
	APAnews: Emphasising the African Perspective

	6	Conclusion
	7	Author Biographies
	8	Reportage Data Visualisation
	Ghana
	Kenya
	Nigeria
	South Africa
	Zimbabwe
	Burkina Faso
	Central African Republic
	Côte d’Ivoire
	Senegal
	APAnews


