KONRAD
A ADENAUER
m STIFTUNG

Concept Note and Programme

Social Network Sites: Theoretical Frameworks and Application Issues

15-16 May 2022
Kuwait University, Kuwait

In the past three decades, communication between human beings witnessed an unprecedented revolution that we
had not witnessed before. It became as well an arena of controversy because of its influence, importance, and its link
to networks and means that transcend the borders of countries in their old traditional images. The Internet has
launched an unprecedented revolution that is no less important and influential than the influence that the Copernican
Revolution had on the field of astronomy and physics. The communications revolution has opened the widest doors
for all people to communicate with each other beyond the limits of space and time, and its services and innovations
have enabled them to break the monopoly of traditional media. However, this unlimited freedom gave rise to many
professional and ethical problems. From here comes our interest in this topic, an example and an ideal application of
contemporary interdisciplinary studies. This topic, although it relates directly to many branches of philosophy, is also
directly related to many other social and human disciplines.

The most important problems that this conference will discuss are the problem of censorship in all its legal and illegal
forms, especially when monitoring and bans come in response to pressures exerted by governments in the context of
limiting the ability of their opponents to practice media communication in an easy and effective way. Also the problems
of misrepresentation, falsification and fabrication of false content, and the difficulty of combining private and public
interest by allowing freedom of expression and limiting it at the same time with unjustified bias and selectivity.

Additionally, social media platforms are not only a means of transmitting information or news, or even communication
between friends but also an arena of accusations, exposing others, and judgments away from the traditional legal
frameworks dedicated to this. Furthermore, social media has become a means used by legitimate and illegitimate
actors to direct public opinion by broadcasting true and false conversations, pictures and videos, so that it is
sometimes difficult for even some experts to detect its forgery. Finally, we must also look at the way legitimate and
illegitimate actors use social media platforms to direct public opinion on local and international issues, and even on
issues related to human rights, on the grounds that they are free platforms that have no influence on them.

Against this backdrop, the Kuwait University and the Regional Program Gulf States at Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung will
hold a two-day workshop that addresses the issue of social media from theoretical and practical viewpoints.

Format: five sessions

Each session 1.5 hours

Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung T+962 / 65924 150 gulf@kas.de www.kas.de/en/web/rpg
Regional Programme Gulf States
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Third Session: Social Media and Politics

Dr. Melissa
Langworthy

Senior

Researcher at

12:45
Moderator Speakers:
:"‘h ") Prof. Thorsten Botz-Bornstein
v:ghaimml Professor of Philosophy at GUST University, Kuwait.
Research Input: Conspiracy Theory and Social Media
Fellow and
Programme Ms. Anna Reuss
’;{Aar"'ager Doctoral Researcher / Research Associate
P?gé‘:‘g;me University of the Bundeswehr, Munich, Germany
Gulf States Input: The Politics of Digital Spaces: Protests and
Konrad- Political Engagement in the Age of Social Media.
Adenauer
stiftung Dr. Amal Jbour
Journalist, Member of the Administrative Board of the Jordanian
Philosophical Society and its Media Spokesperson, Jordan.
Input: The Impact of Ideology on the Political Role of
Youth Through Social Networking Sites
e
1:45 Lunch
Fourth Session: Social and Psychological Impact of
390 Social Madia on People
Moderator: Speakers:
Dr. Hanan Prof. Mohamed A. Elsayed
Alkhalaf Professor of Logic and Philosophy of Science- Kuwait
University
Input: Social Media and Plato's Allegory of the Cave
Professor of
Philosophy of Mr. Ghassan Shams
Mind- Associate Researcher at the Gulf Research Center,
Department of Saudi Arabia.
Philosophy Input: The Impact of Social Media on the Formation
of Public Opinion in the GCC States.
3:45 Coffee break
—
4:00 Fifth Session: Social Media and Moral Values
Moderator: Speakers:

Dr. Badr Mostafa

Professor of Aesthetics and Contemporary Philosophy,
Faculty of Arts, Cairo University, Egypt.

Input: Existential-Cognitive Alienation in Light of
Social Media

Ladysmith Mr. Moosa Alfar'i
Journalist and Media Consultant, Oman.
Input: Protecting the Rights and Privacy of
Individuals

4:45 End Remarks
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Under the Patronage of the Dean
of the College of Arts

Prof. Abdullah Alhajery

The Philosophy Department at
Kuwait University launches its
Conference

Social Network Sites:
Theoretical Frameworks
and Application Issues

16 of May 2022
9:30 am

South Theatre- College of Arts-
Kuwait University

Open to Public



Monday, 16 May 2022

Opening Remarks

2022 sia 16 s0a)

9:30 Prof. Abdullah Mohamed Alhajery

Conference Acting Dean of the College of Arts

Host:

Dr. Mesfer Dr. Mohammad Alwuhaib

Alhayyani Head of the Department of Philosophy and Head of

Professor of Conference Committee

Ishmic

Philosophy- H.E. Stefan Mobs

Philosophy Honorable Ambassador of the Federal Republic of Germany

Department

10:15 First Session: Theoretical Framework to Understand-
ing Social Network Sites

Moderator:
Speakers:

Dr. Shaikha I p. Apdullah Almutairi

Binjasim

Professor of

Professor at the College of Education at King Saud University,
Saudi Arabia

tdsaliis) A8

metaphysics- Input: The Violence of Freedom and the Question of
Philosophy Responsibility
Department
Dr. Mahmoud Sayed Ahmed
Professor of Modern Philosophy, Department of Philoso-
phy, Kuwait University, Kuwait.
Input: Habermas and the Public Sphere and Social
Media
Ms. Bassma Al
Lawyer and researcher, Oman.
Input: Freedom of Expression and ‘Cancel Culture’ in
the Virtual World
11:16 Coffee break
11:30 Second Session: Social Media and Cuiture
Moderator:
Speakers:
Dr. Ali Dr. Ali A. Dashti
Sharaf

Professor of

Associate Professor in the Mass Communication Department at
the Gulf University for Science and Technolog
Input: Humor Posts on Twitter during Coronavirus: The

Eastern Case of Kuwait
Philosophy -
Philosth{/ Dr. Fatima Alsalem
Associate Professor of Electronic media, Mass  Commu-
Department C
nication Department, Kuwait University, Kuwait.
Input: Social Networking Sites Between Social Com-
parison and Fear of Missing Opportunities
Dr. joanna Burch-Brown
Senior Lecturer in Philosophy
Director of Bridging Histories & Co-chair of the Bristol
History Commission, United Kingdom.
Input: From Toppling Statues to Bridging Histories: How
to Teach Challenging History and Inspire Positive
Change?
12:30 Coffee break
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