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SMEs

Khalifa Fund for 

Enterprise Development

Entrepreneurship

Khalifa Fund was established in June 2007, as an independent agency of the 

Government of Abu Dhabi, to cultivate entrepreneurship and catalyze the 
development of the UAE Small & Medium Enterprises Sector

Synopsis



Cultivate Emirati Entrepreneurial Culture

Khalifa Fund launched a number of initiatives to cultivate entrepreneurship and drive innovation 

and creativity through injecting Entrepreneurship in the Educational system (in schools and      

universities)



Entrepreneurs Training

119 training courses 

conducted, and 1802 trained 

Since Inception

45%

Of Trained entrepreneurs are 

women

Trained Applicants by City



Sougha Program
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Wathba

Al Bahia

.
31

Average age 

53
(33 to 77)

Moubdiaa

7

Average no. of 

children

8

6 own a farm

2 own commercial space

12 get ‘salaries’ from social benefit 

(1000Dh to 3000Dh every 3 months)



Fostering Entrepreneurs
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Khalifa Fund provides continuous support to Emirati 

entrepreneurs at various stages

Pre 

Establishment

support
•Receiving 

applicant & 

Idea 

Generation

•Business 

counselling

•Training

•4818 applications reviewed

•180 training courses conducted

•2576 applicants trained

•Business plan 

development

•Entrepreneur & 

commercial 

assessment

Pre-
funding

Support

Counseling   
& Training

•Net 317projects approved

•AED 500 Million loan value

•Funding (Khutwa, Bedaya, 

Zeyada, Tasnee) 

•Credit evaluation

•Applicant presentation

•Committee approval

•Money Transfer 

Loan
Disbursement 

Credit Assessment 
& Recommendations

•Support 

Services 

Unit

•Monitoring 

& Evaluation 

Unit

•Business 

Linkages 

Unit 

•27 contracts awarded to KF 

members

•Deal value ~ AED 94 Million

Post
Establish
Support 

Pre
Establishme
nt Support 

Achievements
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Financing: Programs offered
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Tasnee

(Manufacturing)



The 233 Approved Projects are  Distributed Among 

different Sectors,  funding programs, locations and gender



Future Outlook
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