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BI O G R AP H I E S  
(In alphabetical order) 

 

Agarwala, Ramgopal 

Dr. Ramgopal Agarwala is Distinguished Fellow at the Research and Information 

System for Developing Countries (RIS) in New Delhi, India. He earned his Ph.D. at 

Manchester University and his research focus includes Macro-modelling, Macro-

economic management, regional economic cooperation, pension system reform and 

foreign aid for development and development policy paradigm. He joined the World 

Bank in 1971 and worked there in various senior positions. He was the chief of the 

Economic Unit of the World Bank in Beijing from 1993-96. 

 

 

Ahmed, Sadig  

Dr. Sadiq Ahmed is currently Vice Chairman of the Policy Research Institute of 

Bangladesh. He earned his Ph.D. in Economics at Boston University. He joined the Young 

Professional program of the World Bank in 1981 and held several key positions including 

Country Director of the Pakistan and Afghanistan Program in Islamabad, Chief Economist, 

South Asia Region and Sector Director of Poverty Reduction and Economic Management 

for the South Asia Region in Washington D.C. He retired from the World Bank in 2009 and 

returned to Bangladesh. 

 

 

Avasadanond, Bruce 

Mr. Bruce Avasadanond is a radio journalist based in Bangkok and hosts the weekly 

Sunday Night News Talk program on Radio Thailand English Language Service. He 

holds several academic degrees, including a Master of Arts in Journalism from the 

Ateneo de Manila University where he was a Konrad-Aenauer Stiftung Fellow. Mr. 

Avasadanond also lectures at local universities including at Thammasat University’s 

Bachelor of Arts Program in Journalism Program (BJM) and at Srinakharinwirot 

University’s International College. He has also worked as a United Nations consultant 

in the area of English language training for UNESCAP, FAO, UNFPA, and UNESCO. 

 

 

Carthew, Alastair 

Mr. Alastair Carthew has almost 40 years experience as a newspaper and broadcasting 

journalist, public relations executive, presenter, editor, researcher and senior manager in 

many different countries. He was chief parliamentary reporter for Television New Zealand,  

editor for a current affairs programme and New Zealand correspondent for Newsweek and 

The Christian Science Monitor. Furthermore Mr. Carthew held senior public affairs 

positions at several large companies including Star Alliance and Air New Zealand. He has 

also co-authored and contributed to a number of books produced by Konrad-Adenauer-

Stiftung. 
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Chan, Sophal 

Mr. Sophal Chan is Director for Policy and Enabling Environment and Deputy Chief of 

Party of USAID’s Food Security Program called HARVEST since 2011 and former 

President of the Cambodian Economic Association (CEA). Mr. Chan received an MSc in 

Agricultural Economics from the University of London, Imperial College at Wye in 2000. 

His work experiences include 12 years at the Cambodia Development Resource Institute 

(CDRI) as Research Assistant and later Senior Research Manager. He has worked 

furthermore as an Investment Manager for a private equity fund (Leopard Capital), as 

Poverty Specialist at the World Bank Cambodia Country Office, as Programme Officer for 

the World Food Programme Cambodia Office and as a lecturer at Prek Leap Agricultural College. 

 

 

Chirathivat, Suthiphand 

Dr. Suthiphand Chirathivat chairs the Chula Global Network and teaches economics at 

Chulalongkorn University. He previously served as Dean of the Faculty of Economics and 

as Director of the Centre for European Studies. Furthermore, he held advisor positions at 

several Thai ministries and was a member of the APEC Panel of Independent Experts. Dr. 

Chirathivat represented Thailand in the East Asia Expert Study Group of ASEAN+3 until 

2009.  

 

 

 

 

Dahal, Madan Kumar 

Professor Dr. Madan Kumar Dahal is currently the Chairman at Mega Bank Nepal Ltd. 

He is among others also a member of the Revenue Advisory Board at the Ministry of 

Finance and a member of the National Development Council at National Planning 

Commission. Professor Dahal previously taught Government Finance at Tribhuvan 

University in Kathmandu from 1971 until his retirement in 2009. In addition, he also 

served among others as a Board Member of the Institute of Foreign Affairs (IFA) at the 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs between 2007 and 2009 and as President of the Nepal 

Economic Association (NEA) between 2007 and 2010.  

 

 

Kathuria, Rajat 

Rajat Kathuria is Director and Chief Executive at Indian Council for Research on 

International Economic Relations (ICRIER), New Delhi. He has an undergraduate 

degree in Economics from St. Stephens College, a Masters from Delhi School of 

Economics and a PhD degree from the University of Maryland, College Park. His 

working experiences include the Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI), the 

University of Maryland, and the International Management Institute (IMI), New Delhi. He 

has also been a World Bank Consultant and received assignments from a number of 

organizations, including ILO, UNCTAD, LirneAsia, Ernst and Young, Consultancy 

Development Centre (CDC) and Standing Committee for Public Enterprises (SCOPE). 
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Kelegama, Saman 

Dr. Saman Kelegama is the Executive Director of the Institute of Policy Studies of Sri 

Lanka (IPS). Before he was appointed Executive Director he was a Research Fellow of 

the IPS between 1990 and 1994. Furthermore he is a Fellow of the National Academy of 

Sciences of Sri Lanka. Dr. Kelegama has also been a Consultant to the World Bank, 

ADB, UNDP, UNIDO, ILO, UN-ESCAP and the Commonwealth Secretariat, among other 

organizations. In addition, he served in the Board of Directors of many government, 

private sector and professional institutions  

 

Khanthong, Thanong 

Mr. Thanong Khanthong is Managing Editor at “The Nation” Newspaper. 

 

Langhammer, Rolf J. 

Rolf J. Langhammer was Vice-President of the Kiel Institute for the World Economy from 

October 1997 until August 2012 and Professor at the Kiel Institute. He retired from the Vice-

Presidency on August 31, 2012 but continues to work at the Institute. From April 2003 to 

September 2004, he served as Acting President. From July 1995 to November 2005, he 

headed the Research Department "Development Economics and Global Integration" at the 

Kiel Institute for the World Economy. Furthermore Mr. Langhammer has been Consultant to a 

number of international institutions including the EU, the World Bank, the OECD, UNIDO and 

the ADB as well as to the German ministries of economic affairs and economic co-operation. 

 

 

Linnarz, Paul 

Paul Linnarz is the Regional Representitive for Economic Policy and Resident 

Representative for Japan of the Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung (KAS). He received his Master’s 

degree in history and political economy at Cologne University. Previously Mr. Linnarz was 

Senior Editor at Deutsche Welle (TV and radio) in Cologne between 1992 and 1999, 

Managing Director of Open Sky Media from 1999 until 2002 and Managing Director of DW – 

Media Services from 2005 to 2008. Before becoming the Resident Representative for 

Japan of the KAS he was Director of the Regional Media Programme Latin America (Lima, 

Peru) and Asia (Singapore) respectively. 

 

 

Mendoza, Ronald U. 

Ron Mendoza is an Associate Professor of Economics at the Asian Institute of 

Management (AIM), and the Executive Director of the AIM Policy Center. He received his 

Ph.D. in Economics at Fordham University. Prior to his appointment at AIM, he was a 

senior economist with UNICEF’s Policy and Practice Group and he also worked with the 

UN Development Programme’s Office of Development Studies, the Federal Reserve 

Bank of Boston, the Economist Intelligence Unit (EIU), and several non-governmental 

organizations in Manila. 
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Pandey, Posh Raj 

Dr. Posh Raj Pandey is Executive Chairman of South Asia Watch on Trade Economics and Environment 

(SAWTEE), a consortium of South Asian NGOs, working to build capacity of concerned stakeholders in the 

context of liberalization and globalization. He holds Ph.D. degree in Economics and Master’s Degrees in 

Business Management and Economics. He was a Member of the National Planning Commission of Nepal, an 

apex policy making body of the Government of Nepal. He was one of the negotiators for Nepal’s accession 

negotiation for WTO membership. Dr. Pandey worked with United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) in 

Nepal on the issues of multilateral trade integration and trade related capacity building. He was also a faculty 

member of the Central Department of Economics, Tribhuvan University, Kathmandu. He has published research 

papers on international trade in various national and intetnational journals/books. 

 

 

Park, Bokyeong 

Professor Bokyeong Park is Professor at the Graduate School of Pan-Pacific International 

Studies, Kyung-Hee University in Seoul. After receiving his Ph.D. in Economics at Seoul 

National University he was a Visiting Scholar at the Department of Economics at U.C. 

Berkeley in 2000  and Research Fellow at the Presidential Commission for Policy 

Planning, Korea from 2000 to 2002. He joined the Korea Institute for International 

Economic Policy (KIEP) as a Research Fellow in the Middle East and Africa Team, ODA 

Team in 2002. In 2010 he became the Director of the Department of International 

Economy at the KIEP, a position which he held until 2013. Furthermore, Professor Park 

has been a Consultant to the Asian Development Bank and among others served on the 

National Economic Advisory Council of the Korean Government. 

 

 

Sakuma, Koji 

Koji Sakuma is General Manager and Chief Economist of the Institute for International 

Monetary Affairs (IIMA) since April 2011. After graduating from Kyoto University, he 

entered the Bank of Tokyo in 1988. He had served mostly as an economist for the bank 

before he became Chief Manager of the Economic Research Office of the Bank of Tokyo-

Mitsubishi UFJ in 2007. The IIMA was established in 1995, as a non-profit research 

organization, with a basic capital from the Bank of Tokyo (currently the Bank of Tokyo-

Mitsubishi UFJ). 

 

 

Sangsubhan, Kanit 

Dr. Kanit Sangsubhan is Director of the Fiscal Policy Research Institute (FPRI) in Bangkok. After receiving his 

Ph.D. in Economics at the University of Toronto he was Advisory Staff to Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of 

Commerce Dr. Supachai Panitchpakdi between 1994 and 1996. He became Director of the Overall Planning 

Division on the National Economic and Social Development Board in 1996 and also served as an expert in the 

Standing Committee on Economics in the Thai House of Representatives from 1996 to 1997. From 1999 to 

2000 he was a Visiting Scholar at the Asian Development Bank Institute in Tokyo before joining the FPRI. 
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Schmidt, André 

André Schmidt holds a Ph.D. from the University of Hohenheim and received his habilitation 

at the Georg-August University Goettingen. He had worked at both universities and acted as 

temporary professor at the Ruhr University Bochum and Kassel University before in 2007 he 

became Professor for International Economics at the European Business School, 

International University Schloss Reichartshausen Oestrich-Winkel. Since 2008, Prof. Schmidt 

holds the chair for macro economics and international economic relations at  the Private 

University of Witten/Herdecke. He is a member of several associations and institutions, 

including the Centre for Globalization and Europeanization of the Economy in Goettingen and 

the Walter Eucken Institute at the University of Freiburg. 

 

 

Schulz, Martin 

Martin Schulz is a Senior Research Fellow at the Fujitsu Research Institute (FRI), a private 

think tank and consultancy that focuses on economic policy and corporate strategy in Japan. 

He is in charge of research and consultation on macroeconomics, finance, and corporate 

overseas strategies. His work is widely quoted in international media – with regular 

interviews at Bloomberg, CNBC, the BBC, etc. Previously, he was a visiting researcher at 

the Bank of Japan and University of Tokyo, Assistant Professor of Economic Policy and 

Monetary Integration at Free University Berlin in Germany, and guest professor at a number 

of universities in Europe and Japan.  

 

 

Song, Hong 

Dr. Song Hong is Assistant Diector, Senior Fellow and Director of International Trade 

Research Division at the Institute of World Economics and Politics (IWEP), Chinese 

Academy of Social Sciences (CASS). He is also Professor of the Gradual School of 

CASS. Professor Song is an Economist, his study focuses on trade and investment 

issues. His research focus includes the impact of multinational enterprises on industrial 

development in developing countries, especially in China, Foreign Direct Investments 

and Transnational Corporations and the Industrial Development of Developing 

Economies.  

 

 

Tham, Siew Yean 

Prof. Dr. Siew Yean Tham is a Professor and Principal Research Fellow at the Institute of 

Malaysian and International Studies (IKMAS), National University of Malaysia (NUM). She 

received her Ph.D. in Economics at the University of Rochester and was a Lecturer at the 

Faculty of Economics & Business at NUM from 1978 until 2001 and later Associate 

Professor at the same Faculty from 1993 until 2002. Professor Tham has published a 

number of books, chapters in books and journal articles on foreign direct investment, 

industrial development and trade in services in Malaysia, including the higher education 

sector. 
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Tingsabath, Charit 

Dr. Charit Tingsabath is Director of the Centre for European Studies, Chulalongkorn 

University. Since 1996 he is also a member of the Research Subcommittee on Forestry and 

Multipurpose Trees in the National Research Council. Dr. Tingsabath received his Ph.D. in 

Development Planning at the University College London, London University in 1981. In the 

same year he joined Chulalongkorn University as an Assistant Director at the Social 

Research Institute and in 1987 became Deputy Director of the Institute. From 1991 to 1995 

he was Deputy Director of the Environmental  Research Institute and from 1996 to 2000 he 

was Director of the Centre for Ecological Economics, Faculty of Economics. His research 

interests include economics of the environment. 


