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BI O G R AP H I E S  
(In alphabetical order) 

Agarwala, Ramgopal 

Dr. Ramgopal Agarwala is Distinguished Fellow at the Research and Information 

System for Developing Countries (RIS) in New Delhi, India. He earned his Ph.D. at 

Manchester University and his research focus includes Macro-modelling, Macro-

economic management, regional economic cooperation, pension system reform and 

foreign aid for development and development policy paradigm. He joined the World 

Bank in 1971 and worked there in various senior positions. He was the chief of the 

Economic Unit of the World Bank in Beijing from 1993-96. 

 

Ahmed, Sadig 

Dr. Sadiq Ahmed is currently Vice Chairman of the Policy Research Institute of 

Bangladesh. He earned his Ph.D. in Economics at Boston University. He joined the Young 

Professional program of the World Bank in 1981 and held several key positions including 

Country Director of the Pakistan and Afghanistan Program in Islamabad, Chief Economist, 

South Asia Region and Sector Director of Poverty Reduction and Economic Management 

for the South Asia Region in Washington D.C. He retired from the World Bank in 2009 and 

returned to Bangladesh. 

 

 

Carthew, Alastair 

Mr. Alastair Carthew has almost 40 years experience as a newspaper and broadcasting 

journalist, public relations executive, presenter, editor, researcher and senior manager in 

many different countries. He was chief parliamentary reporter for Television New Zealand,  

editor for a current affairs programme and New Zealand correspondent for Newsweek and 

The Christian Science Monitor. Furthermore Mr. Carthew held senior public affairs 

positions at several large companies including Star Alliance and Air New Zealand. He has 

also co-authored and contributed to a number of books produced by Konrad-Adenauer-

Stiftung. 

 

Kaczmarczyk, Marcin 

Graduated from Warsaw School of Economics with two master diplomas in Finance and 

Banking (comparison of Japanese accounting <JGAAP> system with IFRS/IAS), and in 

International Relations (Polish labour force on German labour market). Graduated from 

National School of Public Administration in Poland. Studied at well recognised WHU Otto 

Beisheim School of Management in Vallendar (Germany). Spent research year at the 

University of Bonn. Worked in Ministry of Finance at the Bureau of the Governmental 

Representative for introduction of euro in Poland. Currently he works as a researcher at 

Warsaw School of Economics and is working for Supreme Auditing Office of Poland 

 

 

Schmidt, André 

André Schmidt holds a Ph.D. from the University of Hohenheim and received his habilitation 

at the Georg-August University Goettingen. He had worked at both universities and acted as 

temporary professor at the Ruhr University Bochum and Kassel University before. In 2007 he 

became Professor for International Economics at the European Business School, 

International University Schloss Reichartshausen Oestrich-Winkel. Since 2008, Prof. 

Schmidt holds the chair for macro economics and international economic relations at the 

Private University of Witten/Herdecke. He is a member of several associations and 

institutions, including the Centre for Globalization and Europeanization of the Economy in 

Goettingen and the Walter Eucken Institute at the University of Freiburg. 
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Song, Hong 

Dr. Song Hong is Assistant Diector, Senior Fellow and Director of International Trade 

Research Division at the Institute of World Economics and Politics (IWEP), Chinese 

Academy of Social Sciences (CASS). He is also Professor of the Gradual School of 

CASS. Professor Song is an Economist, his study focuses on trade and investment 

issues. His research focus includes the impact of multinational enterprises on industrial 

development in developing countries, especially in China, Foreign Direct Investments 

and Transnational Corporations and the Industrial Development of Developing 

Economies.  

 

Tham, Siew Yean 

Prof. Dr. Siew Yean Tham is a Professor and Principal Research Fellow at the Institute of 

Malaysian and International Studies (IKMAS), National University of Malaysia (NUM). She 

received her Ph.D. in Economics at the University of Rochester and was a Lecturer at the 

Faculty of Economics & Business at NUM from 1978 until 2001 and later Associate 

Professor at the same Faculty from 1993 until 2002. Professor Tham has published a 

number of books, chapters in books and journal articles on foreign direct investment, 

industrial development and trade in services in Malaysia, including the higher education 

sector. 

 


