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Geschäftsstelle Netzwerk Erweiterter Wirtschaftsraum Hannover

2013
Promotion mit dem Thema „MetropolRegionalPlanung“

2008 -2012
Fachgebiet Stadtplanung und Regionalentwicklung, HCU Hamburg 

2006 – 2008
Institut für Umweltplanung, Abteilung Landesplanung und 
Raumforschung, Leibniz Universität Hannover 

2005 – 2006
Assistenz bei der „Wirtschaftsförderung Region Starkenburg“, Darmstadt 

1999 – 2005
Studium der Landschafts- und Freiraumplanung, Universität Hannover
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REGIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT
in the Chicago Region

- The Burnham-Legacy -
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Chicago

� located at Lake Michigan

� first settlements in 1779

� founded in 1837

� trading point
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„fastest growing city ever“
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- Initiative of the
Commercial Club of Chicago 
�„mapping out an ideal for the

physical development of the
city“

- costs 80.000 $ 
- 30 months of work

- published: July 4th 1909

The Plan of Chicago 1909
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„The Chicago Plan is out and has caused a sensation“ (Daniel Burnham)
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before: brownfield & railroad
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the Grand Park by D. Burnham
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today: Millennium Park
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Make no little plans… Daniel Burnham, Plan of Chicago 1909

• immense growth of the city
(twice of population in 10 years)

• goal: improvement of economic
conditions

• 1st city-regional plan of the U.S.
• Vision of the future city – economic, 

ecological & social
• „the waterfront belongs to the

people“

• still inspiration for planning in 
Chicago and other cities
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Chicago is still growing….
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Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning (CMAP)

• est. 2005
• land use & 

transportation
• 3rd biggest

metropolitan
region in the U.S. 

• 7 Counties
• 284 

communities
• 1.400 units

• 2010: 8.5 Mio. 
• 2040: 11 Mio.
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The Chicago 2040 regional framework map
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Invent the Future - by the people
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• land use & housing
• water & energy ressources
• parks & open space
• sustainable local food
• education & workforce development
• economic innovation
• state & local tax policy
• access to information
• transportation & public transport
• freight network

GoTo 2040

���� Update in 2014
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Photo: www.mediaserver.hamburg.de, C. Spahrbier

REGIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT
in the Hamburg Metropolitan
Region

- On the banks of the river Elbe -
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Hamburg in 19th century
Hamburg around 1880…
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… a small but already a global city!
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Living conditions of the poor
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Growth in the early 20th century
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• Industrialization und 
Urbanization in 19th century

• Expansion of the city follows
axes, divided by green space
(finger-model of Schumacher)

• Planning as technical process
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regional strategies: 

• empowerment of infrastructure

(rail) in regional axes

• developing the centers along the

regional axes

• improvement of the green spaces

between the axes

• focussing on cultural landscapes

and the space along the river Elbe

Regional Development Concept (2000)



c/o Region Hannover

Fachbereich 61

Dr. Tobias Preising | Geschäftsstelle Netzwerk EWH

c/o Region Hannover | FB 61, Höltystr. 17, 30171 Hannover

www.netzwerk-ewh.de | tobias.preising@region-hannover.de

26.06.2014 | Konferenz

Die Stadt von morgen – The City of Tomorrow

Hamburg und Chicago – ein Vergleich

Karte Leitbild Hamburg

Guiding principles for
the development of Hamburg
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Karte MR Hamburg

Cooperation

beyond the borders



c/o Region Hannover

Fachbereich 61

Dr. Tobias Preising | Geschäftsstelle Netzwerk EWH

c/o Region Hannover | FB 61, Höltystr. 17, 30171 Hannover

www.netzwerk-ewh.de | tobias.preising@region-hannover.de

26.06.2014 | Konferenz

Die Stadt von morgen – The City of Tomorrow

Hamburg und Chicago – ein Vergleich

28

� Increasing city-regional cooperation
� using potentials of the whole metropolitan region
� inter-regional strategies for coping with challenges

like climate change
� establishing inter-regional work-share ?

(e.g. Hamburg airport only as gateway to
Copenhagen or Amsterdam)

Think regional / global – act local!

Conclusions for city-regional planning in Hamburg
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� Eine Metropole (griechisch „die Mutterstadt“) bezeichnet im 
Allgemeinen einen politischen, wirtschaftlichen, kulturellen 
und sozialen Mittelpunkt einer Region.
Im Gegensatz zu einer Weltstadt, die international absolute 
Bedeutung besitzt, kann eine Metropole auch nur relative
Bedeutung innerhalb einer bestimmten Region oder eines 
bestimmten Gesellschaftsbereiches besitzen, z. B. 
Kunstmetropole oder Finanzmetropole.

� Abzugrenzen von Metropolen und Megastädten sind 
„Global Cities“. Diese haben eine überregionale, häufig 
weltweite Bedeutung, die sich mehr in der wirtschaftlichen 
Ausstrahlung als durch Einwohnerzahl ausdrückt.

(Quelle: Wikipedia)

THE CITY OF 
TOMORROW

4 challenges for the future
of metropolitan cities
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Challenge 1: being on the map !
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Metropolitan Regions
in Germany
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The idea : Metropoliten Regions should …
• …be topic of the politics of all levels and ressorts. 

• ...be powerful forms of regional cooperation which
are democtratic legitimated and wich have
sufficient financial / human ressources. 

Metropolitan Regions should be the engines of
economic growth , social & cultural development

and accelerate European integration !
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Challenges for big cities as

Chicago or Hamburg:

• need for cultural diversity

• tolerance in daily life

• Integration of foreigners

• What can we learn

from each other?

Challenge 2: Migration & Integration
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� poverty of children and

elderly people

� decreasing „middle class“

� increasing need für social

services / welfare

� problem of gentrification

Integration = social integration
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� hot & dry summers

� heavy rain in winter

� rising floods

Challenge 3: climate change
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� people getting older

� less children

� shrinking population

Challenge 4: demographic change
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Spatial Planning in Metropolitan Regions
� Metropolitan regions and the people living there are the

economic & cultural core of future Europe

� Metropolitan regions have to cope with several challenges
• regionalisation of every-day-life

• globalisation & integration

• demographic change

• climate change

� to fulfill the goals of metropolitan regions

their efforts may have to be stronger than today
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Spatial Planning in Metropolitan Regions
Sustainable (regional) development needs good visions

� „Make no little plans…“ 

– good and visionary plans can outlast a long time

� regional policy, economic development and regional planning

deal on the same scale and influence each other

� spatial planners have the knowledge to improve regional 

development and to manage regional projects

� government is in charge to ensure social and ecological

sustainability
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� regional visions need local projects for implementation and

identification

� regional visions need strong stakeholders

� the local economy?

� private economy can be a strong partner

– but: who pays the piper calls the tune!

� participation of the public even works for regional plans and

visions – with good instruments

Let‘s start today to build the City of Tomorrow!
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Thank you for your attention!


