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COVID-19 – Think Tank Update Asia (29. Mai bis 11. Juni 2020) 

Der KAS Politikdialog Asien gibt alle zwei Wochen einen Überblick über die wichtigsten Studien, 

Analysen und Kommentare aus Asien zur COVID -19 Pandemie. Im Mittelpunkt stehen dabei die 

wirtschaftlichen, gesellschaftlichen und sicherheitspolitischen Auswirkungen der Krise. 

 

Zusammengestellt von: Christian Echle, Dr. La Toya Waha, Megha Sarmah, Katharina Naumann, Rey 

Padit 

 

ÜBERSICHT 

In der ersten Juni-Hälfte richten sich viele Blicke in Asien nach Neuseeland, das seit dem 7. Juni 

als Corona-frei gilt. Im Diplomat schreibt Amitai Ezioni dazu, dass sich damit die Attraktivität für 

ein drittes Modell zwischen der amerikanischen marktorientierten liberalen Demokratie und 

dem chinesischen Autoritarismus erhöht. Neuseelands Premierministerin Jacinda Ardern habe 

mit einer Mischung aus einem frühen und strikten Lockdown, klarer Kommunikation und 

Beratung durch die Wissenschaft nicht nur das Virus effektiv bekämpft, sondern auch viel 

Vertrauen bei der Bevölkerung gewonnen, die auch die unbequemen Maßnahmen mitgetragen 

habe. Als weitere Länder mit ähnlichem Ansatz nennt Ezioni Australien, Südkorea, Israel und 

Deutschland. Dies zeige, dass das schwache amerikanische Bild in der Krise nicht automatisch 

zu einem Pendelschwung in Richtung autoritärer Staatsformen führen müsse. Auch wenn die 

Bilanz von Demokratien insgesamt gemischt ausfalle, so sei doch unbestritten, dass einige von 

ihnen die bisher besten Rezepte im Umgang mit der Pandemie gefunden hätten. 

 

Unterstützt wird diese Analyse auch von einer Umfrage, die Malcolm Cook für das australische 

Lowy Institute vorstellt, wobei er auch Ergebnisse ähnlicher Umfragen in Kanada und 

Deutschland einbindet. In allen drei Ländern müssen sowohl China als auch die USA im Zuge der 

Corona-Krise eine deutliche Verschlechterung in der öffentlichen Wahrnehmung verzeichnen. In 

allen drei Umfragen gehen die Teilnehmer aber auch davon aus, dass China insgesamt gestärkt 

aus der Situation hervorgehen wird – anders als die USA. Cook glaubt aber, dass die Umfrage 

vor allem zeigt, dass die Krise den Weg für mehr gemeinsame Anstrengungen von middle powers 

ebnen wird, die sich gemeinsam ein Stück weit von den Vormacht-Ansprüchen der USA und 

Chinas emanzipieren könnten.  

 

Inwiefern China tatsächlich gestärkt aus der Krise hervorgehen wird, hängt wesentlich davon ab, 

welche Rolle das Land bei Versorgungsketten in der Zeit nach Corona spielen wird. Sowohl Shiro 

Armstrong vom Asian Bureau of Economic Research als auch Yogaananthan S/O Theva von RSIS 

in Singapur zeigen in ihren Analysen auf, welch bedeutende Position sich China in den 

vergangenen Jahren in diesem Bereich aufgebaut hat. Armstrong erwartet, dass es schlichtweg 

unmöglich sein wird, eine Verlagerung von Lieferketten nach außerhalb Chinas in großem Stil 

durchzuführen, ohne die Weltwirtschaft noch weiter als bisher schon zu beschädigen. Statt 

Vereinfachung oder Lokalisierung von Lieferketten müsse vor allem das Risikomanagement für 

Lieferketten verbessert werden, argumentiert er. Zugleich verweist er darauf, dass Chinas 

Wirtschaft wohl zu den ersten weltweit gehören wird, die nach der Epidemie wieder normal 

https://thediplomat.com/2020/06/a-new-consensus-about-how-to-best-govern/
https://www.lowyinstitute.org/the-interpreter/middle-power-alignment-public-attitudes-about-covid-19
https://www.lowyinstitute.org/the-interpreter/middle-power-alignment-public-attitudes-about-covid-19
https://www.eastasiaforum.org/2020/06/07/economic-distancing-from-china-and-the-world-would-carry-heavy-costs/
https://www.eastasiaforum.org/2020/06/07/economic-distancing-from-china-and-the-world-would-carry-heavy-costs/
https://www.rsis.edu.sg/rsis-publication/rsis/global-health-security-covid-19-and-its-impacts-supply-chain-dependency-decoupling-from-china/#.XuM_GefgpPb
https://www.rsis.edu.sg/rsis-publication/rsis/global-health-security-covid-19-and-its-impacts-supply-chain-dependency-decoupling-from-china/#.XuM_GefgpPb
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funktionieren. Die globale Wirtschaft könne es sich daher nicht leisten, auf den Boost aus dem 

Land der Mitte zu verzichten. Während auch Yogaananthan nicht daran glaubt, dass Lieferketten 

in großem Umfang aus China herausgelöst werden können, benennt er aber drei Strategien, die 

die Abhängigkeit zumindest reduzieren könnten. Neben dem besseren Risiko-Management, das 

auch er für essenziell hält, beinhalten diese eine stärkere auf Wiederverwertung ausgelegt 

kreisförmige Ausrichtung von Versorgungsketten sowie ein größeres Netzwerk an alternativen 

Produzenten, das im Falle eines krisenbedingten Ausfalls einspringen kann. 

 

Abschließend noch ein Hinweis in eigener Sache: Die Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung unterstützt den 

Digital Asia Hub bei dessen Webinar-Serie „When the music is over“, die sich mit den langfristigen 

Auswirkungen der COVID-Krise im Bereich der digitalen Transformation beschäftigt. In dieser 

Woche gab es dabei einen sehr aufschlussreichen Einblick in die Gesetzgebung rund um Tracing 

Apps in Südkorea, Großbritannien und Australien. Diskutiert wurden unter anderem die Ansätze 

zur Aufrechterhaltung des Datenschutzes sowie die Vorteile, die Apple und Google bei der 

Entwicklung dieser Apps im Vergleich zu Regierungen haben. Deutlich wurde, dass diese 

Technologie im Kampf gegen die Pandemie nur dann hilfreich sein kann, wenn es in der 

Bevölkerung ein großes Vertrauen in die digitalen Kompetenzen der Regierung sowie in einen 

verantwortlichen Umgang mit den auf diesem Wege gesammelten Daten gibt. Ein Mitschnitt des 

Webinars wird zeitnah auf der Webseite des Digital Asia Hub veröffentlicht.  

 

 

ARTIKELAUSWAHL (englisch) 

 

China Plays Defense in COVID-19 PR Battle With New Report 

 

Quelle: The Diplomat (8. Juni 2020) 

 

Ken Moritsugu 

 

China has released a lengthy whitepaper report on June 6 stating the measures that the 

government took in the wake of COVID-19 pandemic from the beginning. Ken Moritsugu 

analyses this 84-page report as well as highlights the claims made by China in its propaganda 

battle, which has always been focused on demonstrating how effectively it has handled the 

pandemic. In that sense, the report is clearly targeted towards an international audience, writes 

Moritsugu. 

 

***** 

 

Economic distancing from China and the world would carry heavy costs 

 

Quelle: East Asia Forum (7. Juni 2020) 

 

Shiro Armstrong, ANU 

 

Shiro Armstrong highlights the role played by China in the global economy and stresses the 

need for more globalisation to overcome the COVID-19 health and economic crises. China is the 

world’s largest trading nation and second largest economy, hence it will be very costly for 

https://www.digitalasiahub.org/2020/06/03/when-the-musics-over-legislative-approaches-to-technology-interventions-during-covid-asia-and-global-june-11/
https://thediplomat.com/2020/06/china-plays-defense-in-covid-19-pr-battle-with-new-report/
https://thediplomat.com/2020/06/china-plays-defense-in-covid-19-pr-battle-with-new-report/
https://www.eastasiaforum.org/2020/06/07/economic-distancing-from-china-and-the-world-would-carry-heavy-costs/


 

 

 

 

 

Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung Political Dialogue Asia - www.kas.de/singapore Page 3 of 6 

 

nations to impede economic engagement with China. The author explains how economic 

distancing will deepen the economic crisis and prolong the path towards recovery, and also 

sheds light on how China gains by participating in the global economy. 

 

***** 

 

Supply Chain Dependency: Decoupling from China? 

 

Quelle: S. Rajaratnam School of International Studies, Singapore (29. Mai 2020) 

 

Yogaananthan S/O Theva. Associate Research Fellow 

 

The COVID-19 pandemic clearly exposed how heavily reliant the world is on China as a 

manufacturing hub and the pitfalls of this dependence. This global economic fallout has 

impelled governments from the West and Asia to find ways to attain greater strategic autonomy. 

Yogaanathan presents three strategies through which nations can build resilient supply chains. 

Firstly, investment should be made in building ‘multi-source’ supply chain networks. Secondly, 

firms should also invest in circular supply chains either as part of their main or alternative 

supply chain network. Thirdly, firms should gain maximum visibility of all their supply chain 

networks to anticipate disruptions and have the capability to quickly switch to alternative supply 

chain networks when there is a requirement.  

 

***** 

 

South Korea and Japan's COVID-19 image war 

 

 Quelle: East Asia Forum (4. Juni 2020) 

 

Sarah A Son, Sheffield University and Juliette Schwak, Franklin University Switzerland 

 

South Korea and Japan have been investing in strategic narratives to tell the world their version 

of the crisis and present themselves as safe, efficient and reliable actors.  However, while 

presenting this narrative, both the countries have indulged in drawing direct critical 

comparisons with one another.  The authors outline the strategies of how the two rivals are 

pitting themselves against one another. To their opinion, the world has much to gain if Japan 

and South Korea cooperate in the fight against the pandemic, but this can only happen if  the 

two nations re-orient their image-management strategies away from constant competition and 

one-upmanship. 

 

***** 

 

The middle power alignment in public attitudes about Covid-19 

 

Quelle: Lowy Institute, Australia (29. Mai 2020) 

 

Malcolm Cook, Non-resident Fellow 

 

https://www.rsis.edu.sg/rsis-publication/rsis/global-health-security-covid-19-and-its-impacts-supply-chain-dependency-decoupling-from-china/#.XuBOfhczZEa
https://www.rsis.edu.sg/rsis-publication/rsis/global-health-security-covid-19-and-its-impacts-supply-chain-dependency-decoupling-from-china/#.XuBOfhczZEa
https://www.sourcetoday.com/supply-chain/article/21867328/using-multisourcing-to-diversify-the-supply-chain
https://www.eastasiaforum.org/2020/06/04/south-korea-and-japans-covid-19-image-war/
https://www.eastasiaforum.org/2020/06/04/south-korea-and-japans-covid-19-image-war/
https://www.lowyinstitute.org/the-interpreter/middle-power-alignment-public-attitudes-about-covid-19
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In the face of the rivalry between USA and China, public opinion seems to be supporting middle 

power cooperation. There has also been a rise of middle powers cooperating together more in 

initiatives and groupings without the United States or China. Malcolm Cook presents the 

outcomes of the various polls conducted in Australia as well as in other countries which clearly 

indicate that global views of the Trump and Xi administrations are worsening. He expects that 

the results of these polls will definitely encourage more joint diplomatic responses from nations. 

 

***** 

 

A New Consensus About How to Best Govern 

 

Quelle: The Diplomat (8. Juni 2020) 

 

Amitai Etzioni, Professor, The George Washington University 

 

The responses of different governments have led to the debate over the best ways to govern a 

country as well as which government measures can be categorised to be the most superior 

while dealing with the pandemic. While prior to the pandemic the focus was on the Beijing 

Consenus and the Washington Conensus, after the pandemic the global perception of the two 

countries has changed. Amitai Eztioni looks at the prospect of a third model, and analsyes the 

responses of countries like New Zealand, Australia, South Korea and Germany. While he states 

the third model is best exemplified by New Zealand which has succeeded in the fight against the 

pandemic, he also notes that one need not adopt authoritarian measures to effectively fight 

COVID-19 or govern well. 

 

***** 

 

Asean's response to Covid-19: A report card 

 

Quelle: The Straits Times, Singapore (6. Juni 2020) 

 

Tommy Koh, Former Diplomat of Singapore 

 

Tommy Koh analyses ASEAN’s reaction to COVID-19 by answering five questions. First, the 

author assesses if ASEAN was prepared for the pandemic. Second, he appraises the response of 

ASEAN member states. Third, an evaluation of the coordination efforts of ASEAN with its 

dialogue partners is provided. Fourth, the author reviews if the doctrine of ASEAN solidarity was 

reflected in the behavior of the ASEAN member states. Fifth, ASEAN's attitude towards the World 

Health Organisation (WHO) has been examined. Tommy Koh concludes by calling for speed up 

of regional coordination for the prevention and control of zoonotic diseases among the South 

East Asian nations. 

 

***** 

 

 ASEAN and the Post-Pandemic Economy: Role of Global Value Chains 

 

Quelle: S. Rajaratnam School of International Studies, Singapore (5. Juni 2020) 

 

https://thediplomat.com/2020/06/a-new-consensus-about-how-to-best-govern/
https://www.straitstimes.com/opinion/aseans-response-to-covid-19-a-report-card
https://www.rsis.edu.sg/rsis-publication/rsis/global-health-security-covid-19-and-its-impacts-asean-and-the-post-pandemic-economy-role-of-global-value-chains/#.XuCTOi75YnK
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Dipinder Singh Randhawa, PhD Student 

 

Dipinder Singh Ranhawa emphasises the need for ASEAN to coordinate and deepen its 

participation in the global value chains. The benefits of such action as well as how this has led 

ASEAN member countries to develop sizeable manufacturing bases is elucidated. The author 

also states how ASEAN states have consolidated their industrial growth and have gained by 

shifting their investment out of China.  As the world after COVID-19 is likely to see shorter supply 

chains, policy makers should focus on building resilience in the face of ongoing uncertainties. 

While the author puts forward four issues post COVID-19 which warrant ASEAN’s urgent 

consideration, he hopes that ASEAN will develop coherent region-wide policies to upgrade skills, 

and coordinate policies to attract investment, enhance competitiveness and build resilience. 

 

***** 

 

Singapore coronavirus clusters awaken Asia to migrants' plight 

 

Quelle: Nikkei Asian Review (9. Juni 2020) 

 

 Kentaro Iwamoto, Nikkei staff writer 

 

The dormitory clusters of COVID-19 pandemic in Singapore has brought into light the need for 

support and social inclusion of foreign workers. Kenataro provides an overview of the situation 

in Singapore as well as the steps taken by the Singapore government to improve the conditions 

of the dormitories and to provide more support to these workers. We also get an insight into the 

plight of the migrant workers in other countries in Asia. 

 

***** 

 

Effects of COVID-19 on South Asia’s International Relations 

 

Quelle: Institute of South Asian Studies, Singapore (3. Juni 2020) 

  

Shivshankar Menon, Distinguished Visiting Research Fellow 

 

The COVID-19 pandemic has affected the trajectory of relations between the South Asian 

countries.  With India and South Asia’s trajectory towards a developed future now at risk, 

Shivsankar Menon explores the development prospects in South Asia. The relations between the 

South Asian countries as well as the potential opportunities to recalibrate these are also 

assessed. The author examines the impact of global relations on South Asia. He points out that 

the problems of our times require global cooperative solutions and if the rising great power 

contention continues, South Asia is likely to be in for a rough ride for some time to come. 

 

***** 

 

Rising Islamophobia in India: Exploiting the Pandemic? 

 

Quelle:  S. Rajaratnam School of International Studies, Singapore (3. Juni 2020) 

 

https://asia.nikkei.com/Spotlight/Asia-Insight/Singapore-coronavirus-clusters-awaken-Asia-to-migrants-plight
https://www.isas.nus.edu.sg/papers/effects-of-covid-19-on-south-asias-international-relation/
https://www.rsis.edu.sg/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/CO20109.pdf
https://www.rsis.edu.sg/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/CO20109.pdf
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Nazneen Mohsina, Senior Analyst and Joseph Franco, Research Fellow 

 

While the COVID-19 pandemic continues to rage in India, there also has been a rise in communal 

tension. The anti-Muslim narrative which has been on the rise since BJP accession to power in 

2014 has greatly increased and has led to the marginalisation of the Muslim community. 

Nazneen Mohsin and Joseph Franco elucidate how right-wing Hindu nationalist continue to 

exploit the Hindu-Muslim divide to hype up threats from COVID-19, leading to the upsurge in 

anti-Muslim hate crimes. The authors also highlight how the vilification of Muslims can be 

problematic for India’s national security as well as for its reputation in the international 

community. 

 

***** 

 

Health Workforce of the Digital Future: “Techlinical” Cross-products 

 

Quelle: Observer Research Foundation, India (8. Juni 2020) 

 

Sheetal Ranganathan 

 

The role of technology in the fight against the COVID-19 is crucial. Sheetal Ranganathan looks at 

the role of the healthcare force in delivering a digital based health care system. While 

acknowledging that the healthcare workforce is not ready for this digital transformation, the 

author puts forward ways through which professionals can upskill and rewire their mind set to 

adopt digital tools. The role of the government in supporting this upskilling as well as the call for 

the reform of the medical education system is emphasised. Health care professionals will need 

a combination skillset in technology and clinical sciences or “techlinical” skills to increase 

efficiency and effectiveness of delivery of aid and improve patient outcome in the future. 

 

***** 

 

  

https://www.eastasiaforum.org/2020/05/20/technology-e-health-and-telehealth-key-to-combatting-covid-19/
https://www.eastasiaforum.org/2020/05/20/technology-e-health-and-telehealth-key-to-combatting-covid-19/
https://www.orfonline.org/expert-speak/health-workforce-of-the-digital-future-67516/

