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CHART OF THE MONTH 
 

Belief in secret powers 
 

Almost a third of the electorate believe in a global conspiracy. 

 
Question: “Sometimes when claims are made you might be unsure if they are true. What do you think about the following 

claims? There are secret powers that control the world.” Respondents: 2019/2020: 3.250; 2020: 1.521; 2022: 5.511; 2022/12: 

1.531; 2023/06: 1.524. Surveys on behalf of the Konrad-Adenauer-Foundation. 

 

 

Secret powers that control the world – they cannot exist. The world is too complicated, too many things are connected. It is a 

patently unrealistic assumption that people agree on a perfect plan and pursue this plan over a long period of time. It is im-

possible to control the world based on a long-term plan. Instead, there are coincidences, surprises, mishaps and disagree-

ment. Belief in secret powers controlling the world is belief in a conspiracy theory. 

There is a widespread belief in conspiracy theory. 31 percent of the electorate in Germany consider a world conspiracy to be 

certainly or likely true. Almost one in three think it is at least likely that secret powers are controlling the world. 8 percent are 

convinced of this. 

Immediately before the covid-19 pandemic, a similar proportion of people (30 percent) thought a world conspiracy was cer-

tainly or likely true. During the pandemic, when the topic of conspiracy theories received a great deal of attention, the pro-

portion fell slightly to 24 percent, but gradually more people again believe that a world conspiracy is certainly or likely true. 

Further information and results can be found in the study “Das ist alles bewiesen." (in German). 
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https://www.kas.de/de/monitor-wahl-und-sozialforschung/detail/-/content/das-ist-alles-bewiesen

