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The small difference
Gender differences in voting behaviour
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Figures in per cent. Source: The Federal Returning Officer 2025, Representative electoral statistics.

Some figures calculated by the author based on the results of previous Bundestag elections.

* From 1990 to June 2005: Party of Democratic Socialism; from July 2005 to June 2007 Left Party.PDS, since June 2007 Left
Party

Women vote differently from men. The differences are subtle, but significant. A look at the most recent federal elections
shows that some differences are consistent, whilst others fluctuate. The FDP consistently attracts slightly more male voters
than female voters, whilst the Greens are consistently slightly more successful among women. The AfD attracts significantly
more men than women. This, too, is a consistent pattern.

In 2002 and 2005, the CDU/CSU had a similar number of female and male voters. In the following three federal elections in
2009, 2013 and 2017, significantly more women than men voted for the Union. In 2021 and 2025, the gender gap in the
CDU/CSU's results is small again. Among the SPD’s electorate, women are sometimes in the majority (2002, 2005, 2021, 2025),
and at other times the numbers are roughly equal. The Left Party has shifted from attracting more men to attracting more
women.

The gender differences are not directly dependent on the gender of the front-runner candidates. Angela Merkel was voted
for by more women than men, but not in her first election. The gender difference among the Greens has not changed be-

tween having a female front-runner and a male front-runner. Voters are not that simple.

You can read more about current trends in voting behaviour in the study “Voting behaviour by age and gender” (only in Ger-
man).
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