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• During the 59th UN Human Rights 
Council, a resolution on Eritrea was 
adopted under the country Item 2           
with 23 votes in favour and 4 against 
(Burundi, China, Cuba, and Sudan).       
20 states abstained during the vote.    

• The text was introduced by Poland        
on behalf of the European countries 
which are members of the Council.        
It expressed deep concern about 
ongoing human rights violations and 
abuses in the country and regrets the 
continued lack of cooperation by the 
Government of Eritrea. It therefore 
decided to renew the mandate of the 
Special Rapporteur on the situation of 
human rights in Eritrea for another year.  

• By doing so, it opposed a counter 
resolution by Eritrea that sought to 
discontinue the very mandate on its 
country and tried to move the situation 
to the technical item 10.  

• With the help of an oral amendment, 
Sudan tried to speak up against the 
European text. However, its  
amendment was rejected by a recorded 
vote of 24 states against, 1 in favour 
(Sudan) and 19 abstaining.

In favour

Against

Abstention

Currently no Council Member
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Extension of mandate of Independent Expert on protection against violence 
and discrimination based on sexual orientation and gender identity
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• During the 59th session of the UN 
Human Rights Council, Uruguay, Brazil, 
Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica and Mexico 
tabled a resolution to extend the 
mandate of the Independent Expert        
on protection against violence and 
discrimination based on sexual 
orientation and gender identity for           
a period of three years.  

• The resolution was adopted with 29 
votes in favour,  15 against (Algeria, 
Bangladesh, Burundi, China, Cote 
d’Ivoire, DR-Congo, Ethiopia, Gambia, 
Indonesia, Kuwait, Malawi, Maldives, 
Morocco, Qatar and Sudan). 3 states 
decided to abstain. 

• A vote was called by Kuwait on behalf  
of the Organization of Islamic 
Cooperation (OIC). Kuwait stated that 
science was still evolving around this 
„concept“, that it was contrary to its 
cultural and religious specificities and 
legal frameworks and that the mandate 
only deepened polarisation and division 
in the Council. Moreover, Kuwait saw 
the resolution as „yet another attempt 
to erode the trust of certain countries in 
the Office of the High Commissioner of 
Human Rights (OHCHR) and the 
Council.“  

In favour

Against

Abstention

Currently no Council Member
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Vote on resolution on cooperation with Ukraine and assistance to Ukraine  
in the field of human rights during the 59th UN Human Rights Council
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• During the 59th session of the UN 
Human Rights Council, Ukraine tabled        
a resolution on the technical  
cooperation of the Office of the High 
Commissioner for Human Rights 
(OHCHR) with its own country.  

• It requests the High Commissioner to 
present an oral update on the findings  
of each of the reports of its office on 
Ukraine to the Council at each of its 
sessions, until its sixty-fifth session, to  
be followed by an interactive dialogue.  

• The reports are based on the work of the 
Monitoring Mission in the country who 
speak with victims and witnesses of 
human rights violations throughout the 
country, including in territory occupied 
by the Russian Federation. 

• China had called for a vote and criticised 
the text for not "promoting peace talks“, 
but for using „technical assistance, to  
put pressure on other sovereign states 
which (in Its views) will only exacerbate 
conflicts and confrontation and is not 
conducive to the peaceful settlement          
of the Ukrainian crisis."  

• Together with Cuba, China voted against. 
The resolution received the support of  
28 states who voted in favour while 17 
decided to abstain.

In favour

Against

Abstention

Currently no Council Member
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Vote on resolution on access to medicines, vaccines and other 
health products during 59th UN Human Rights Council
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• During the 59th UN Human Rights Council,         
a resolution on the access to medicines, 
vaccines and other health products was 
adopted with 32 votes in favour, 0 against  
and 15 abstentions. 

• The resolution was tabled by Brazil, 
Bangladesh, China, Egypt, India, Indonesia, 
Senegal, South Africa and Thailand and refers 
to the adoption of the pandemic treaty during 
the 78th World Health Assembly. It calls, i.a., 
upon States „to promote (…) access to safe, 
effective, quality and affordable medicines, 
vaccines, diagnostics and therapeutics, and 
other health products and technologies, for 
all, including through the full use of the 
provisions of the Agreement on Trade- 
Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights        
(TRIPS Agreement)“. It requests the Office of 
the   High Commissioner (OHCHR) to present 
an analytical study and a comprehensive 
report on existing protection gaps. 

• The Czech Republic called for a vote and all 
EU member states who were members of the 
Council abstained. Czechia criticised the 
duplication  of ongoing processes (such as on 
the PABS system), that a clear human rights 
based approach was missing in the resolution 
or that language referring to unilateral 
coercive measures (UCMs) or sanctions which 
are not relevant, risk politicisation. 
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Abstention

Currently no Council Member
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Signatories of a joint statement on the Women, Peace and 
Security (WPS)-agenda during 59th UN Human Rights Council
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• During the 59th UN Human Rights Council,  
a joint statement was delivered by Spain       
on behalf of a cross regional group of 64 
countries which underscored that the 
adoption of UNSC resolution 1325 was a 
milestone and that the Women, Peace and 
Security (WPS) agenda remains as relevant 
as ever. 

• They underlined that 25 years after its 
adoption, women and girls in conflict,         
post conflict and humanitarian  emergencies 
continue to face increased levels of sexual 
and gender based violence which was 
unacceptable. In addition, civic space for 
women human rights defenders and 
peacebuilders was shrinking wherefore    
they note with  concern the persistent 
under-representation of women at all stages             
of the peace processes. 

• The statement recalls the central role of        
the Human Rights Council insofar as WPS 
commitments are included in its resolutions 
and mechanisms, including the Universal 
Periodic Review. 

• The group calls on Member States to 
redouble their efforts to achieve gender 
equality and the empowerment of all 
women and girls and to meet their own 
commitments and make the WPS agenda        
a lived reality.

Signatory


