Vote on extending the Independent International Fact-Finding Mission
and Special Rapporteur on Iran (58th UN Human Rights Council)
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During its 58th session, the UN Human
Rights Council extended (and broadened)
the mandate of the Independent
International Fact-Finding Mission (FFM)
and extended the mandate of the Special
Rapporteur on Iran, each for a period of
one year. 24 states were in favour, 8
against (Algeria, Bolivia, Burundi, China,
Cuba, Indonesia, Sudan, Vietnam) and

15 abstained. Cuba had called for a vote.

The two mandates have their distinct
character, while the Special Rapporteur
monitors the overall human rights situation
in the country, the FFM focuses on
accountability and collects evidence for
future proceedings.

In her first report, the new Special
Rapporteur, Ms. Mai Sato was particularly
alarmed about the extraordinary rise in
executions in 2024. With over 900 recorded
cases, Iran has by far the highest per capita
execution of the death penalty globally.

In its second report, the FFM reported
evidence on unlawful killings, torture, sexual
violence, and arbitrary detention, some of
which amount to crimes against humanity.
The rights of women and girls and others
demanding their human rights were further
restricted, i.a. with the use of technology
and surveillance which went beyond Iran’s
borders to silence activists abroad.

The FFM was established in November 2022
at the initiative of Germany and Iceland
following the “Woman, Life, Freedom”
protests that began in September 2022.
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+ During the 58th session of the UN Human

Rights Council two joint statements (JST)
were read under item 4, the most
important agenda item for country
situations that ,require the councils
attention”. They both, directly and
indirectly referred to the Independent
International Fact-Finding Mission on Iran
(FFM).

+ On 18 March, Costa Rica read a joint

statement in the name of 44 countries

in support of the FFM on Iran and called on
appropriately expanding and extending
the mandate. Furthermore, Iran was asked
to fully cooperate with the mission.

On 20 March, Iran read a joint statement
on behalf of 62 countries belonging to

the Organisation of Islamic Cooperation
(OIC) and the Like-Minded Group (LMG).
They stated that ,Monitoring mechanisms
under agenda item 4 which do not have
the support of the countries concerned fail
to protect human rights”. The group stated
that these reporting mechanisms ,also
based their reports on unreliable
resources”.

Morocco was the only country that signed
the Iranian joint statement and supported
the extension of the FFM at the same time.
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The UN Human Rights Council, during
its 58th session, extended the mandate
of the Special Rapporteur on the
situation of human rights in Belarus,
currently Nils Muiznieks (Latvia) and
the mandate of the Group of
Independent Experts (GIE) on the
country, both for a period of one year.

The resolution was presented by the
European Union and was called for a
vote by China.

25 states were voting in favour, 5
against (Bolivia, Burundi, China, Cuba,
Vietnam) and 17 abstained. In
comparison to last year, the resolution
received one more vote in favour,
Algeria changed from rejection to
abstention.

* In its first report since its establishment

in 2024, the GIE found further evidence
of crimes against humanity, specifically
in the context of mass imprisonment
and political persecution. It has already
compiled a list of individuals allegedly
responsible for such abuses.

With the crackdown in the country
further intensifying ahead of the 2025
presidential elections, Belarus has so far
refused to engage with the Group.
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During its 58th session, the UN Human
Rights Council decided to extend the
mandate of the Commission on Human
Rights in South Sudan (CoHR) for a further
period of one year with 24 votes in favour,
6 against (Bolivia, Burundi, China, Cuba,
Ethiopia, Sudan), and 17 abstentions.

The resolution was presented by the UK
and was called to a vote by Sudan and
China. In comparison to last year’s
extension, the resolution has received 3
more votes in favour and Algeria and Cote
d'lvoire abstaining instead of voting
against.

The African Group had introduced a second
resolution on technical assistance and
capacity building which was once again
adopted by consensus. The resolution
extending the mandate of the Commission
had been consensual in the first years after
its establishment in 2016, but was voted on
yearly since 2021.

During the presentation of the CoHR'’s ninth
report, it has been noted that while the
government had allowed access to the
country, the situation remained highly
concerning, with increased civilian
casualties, extrajudicial executions, conflict-
related sexual violence and arbitrary
arrests, all in an environment of impunity.
At the same time, the transitional period of
the Revitalized Peace Agreement had been
extended for the fourth time with key
provisions, such as the holding of general
elections remaining unimplemented.



Vote on extending the International Commission of Inquiry on human rights violations
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During its 58th session, the UN Human
Rights Council extended the mandate of the
Independent International Commission of
Inquiry (Col) on Ukraine for a period of
another year with 25 votes in favour,

4 against (Burundi, China, Ethiopia and
Sudan) and 18 abstentions.

Cuba had called for a vote which was
favoured by China. In comparison to last
year’s extension, the support for Ukraine
declined with Sudan changing from
abstention to a vote against and Indonesia
from support to abstention.

For the third time, the Commission had
presented its report to the Council which
documents grave violations of international
human rights law and international
humanitarian law. More than 12,654 civilians
had been killed and over 29,392 injured
since the beginning of the conflict.

The Russian authorities had committed
crimes against humanity, including enforced
disappearances and torture which were
committed systematically as part of a
coordinated state policy with the Russian
Federal Security Service playing a major role.

The report also details cases of war crimes
of rape and sexual violence, committed as a
form of torture against men and women or
the killing and wounding of captured
Ukrainian soldiers (hors de combat).


https://www.ohchr.org/en/hr-bodies/hrc/iicihr-ukraine/index
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* During its 58th session, the UN Human
Rights Council extended the mandate of
the Group of Human Rights Experts on
Nicaragua for a period of two years with
29 states in favour, 4 against (Bolivia,
China, Cuba, Vietnam) and 14 abstentions.

In its third report to the Council, the

Group highlighted four phases of repression
in the country which culminated in a far
reaching constitutional reform in force
since February 2025.

The ,coordinated system of repression”
was further outlined in a later paper by the
Group that details not only institutional
structures and chains of command, but
also lists the names of 54 individuals which
played key roles in arbitrary detentions,
torture, extrajudicial executions,
persecution of civil society and the media,
denationalization campaigns, and the
confiscation of private property. Despite
calls to grant access to the Group of
Experts, Nicaragua refused to cooperate.

The day before the main report was
presented, Nicaragua announced its
withdrawal from the Council and all its
subsidiary mechanisms, it had already
failed to present its position to the
recommendations received during

its Universal Periodic Review (UPR).


https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2025/04/nicaragua-un-experts-publish-groundbreaking-report-naming-54-officials
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During its 58th session, the UN Human
Rights Council invited the UN General
Assembly to establish an international
impartial and independent mechanism
(I1IM) ,to assist in the investigation and
prosecution of persons responsible for the
most serious crimes under international law
committed by all parties in the Occupied
Palestinian Territory, including East
Jerusalem, and Israel since 2014".

The IlIM is the strongest type of UN
monitoring mechanism. Until now, the
General Assembly has only established one
on Syria. A similar one exists on Myanmar.

The resolution was adopted with 27 states
voting in favour, 4 against (Czechia, Ethiopia,
Germany and North Macedonia) and 16
abstentions. Czechia had called for a vote
criticising i.a. the missing condemnation of
Hamas in the resolution. Germany had
raised similar concerns previously.

An earlier draft foresaw the direct
establishment by the Council and reads:
»Decides to establish” while the final version
read: ,Invites the General Assembly to
consider establishing”.

Furthermore, the resolution reiterates the
request to the Commission of Inquiry (Col)
to report on ,the direct and indirect transfer
or sale of arms, munitions, parts,
components and dual-use items to Israel (...)
since 7 October 2023, and to analyse the
legal consequences”.

Israel followed the US in its decision to
withdraw from the Council in early February.
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During its 58th session, the UN Human Rights
Council adopted a new resolution on the
obligations of States to protect human rights
defenders in the digital age by consensus.

Russia, together with China put forward four
amendments out of which three were rejected
after a vote and one was withdrawn. The map
illustrates the vote on an amendment that tried
to weaken clear language to condemn the
criminalisation of human rights defenders.

Where the resolution condemns the ,killing,
kidnapping, enforced disappearance, arbitrary
detention, torture, harassment, intimidation,
criminalization and judicial harassment of (...)
human rights defenders*, China, Indonesia,
Sudan and Kyrgyzstan were only in favour of
condemning "the criminalization of legal
activities” by defenders, leaving it to the
national context what ,legal” or illegal might
imply. With 26 states voting against and 15
abstaining, the amendment did not pass.

Furthermore, the resolution voices grave
concern about the misuse of, i.a. national
security, counter-terrorism and cybercrime
legislation to target defenders and calls on
States to refrain from biometric mass
surveillance. It also calls on States to refrain
from or to ,cease the use or transfer of new
and emerging technologies, including artificial
intelligence applications and spyware, where
they are impossible to operate in compliance
with international human rights law.”

In addition, it asks the Office of the High
Commissioner (OHCHR) to convene three
regional workshops to assess risks created
by digital technologies to defenders and best
practices and to prepare a summary report
with recommendations.
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During the 58th session of the UN
Human Rights Council, Kyrgyzstan on
behalf of a core group (consisting of
the Netherlands, Albania, Chile and
Kyrgyzstan) delivered a joint statement
on behalf of a cross-regional group of
71 States in which they reaffirmed their
~commitment to multilateral human
rights cooperation and in particular the
mandate of this Human Rights Council”.

It headed the call by UN High
Commissioner for Human Rights, Volker
Turk earlier in the session who said that
+We cannot allow the fundamental
global consensus around international
norms and institutions, built
painstakingly over decades, to crumble
before our eyes.’

Accordingly, it called upon states to, i.a.
support the ,rules-based international
order, and a multilateral system that is
inclusive, accessible, and responsive for
its rights holders, and adequately
resourced (...)" It furthermore calls to
~cooperate in good faith the OHCHR, the
Council and its mechanisms (...) and to
Jprioritise securing adequate, sufficient
and sustainable funding for the UN
human rights pillar.”


https://www.netherlandsandyou.nl/web/pr-un-geneva/w/hrc58-it8-jst-multilateralism

